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Commander’s Corner

It’s a new day for veterans wishing to join the
American Legion.
Legislation signed into
law on July 30 ‘Legion
Act’ opens Legion membership to hundreds of
thousands more veterans.
The Let Everyone Get
Involved in Opportunities for National Service
LEGION Act allows any
honorably discharged
veterans who’ve served
since Dec. 7, 1941, to
join the American Legion and access its programs and benefits.
For 100 years, The

American Legion has
provided critical resources and created a
community for veterans, now with this legislation change we can
begin to ensure that
everyone who puts on
the uniform has the
privilege to join the Legion ranks.
So now with this long
awaited change comes
the hard part, educating
the public to these
changes so I encourage
you to read the eleven
top questions that people will be asking about
the changes which can
be found on legion.org.
Speaking of keeping the
public informed I ran a
crossed an ad published
by a Legionnaire out of
District 1, he wrote: Act
Opens up Legion Membership To the editor: I

haven’t seen significant
coverage about recent
changes made by Congress determining
when the U.S. was at
war, so I feel obligated
to note it here. To honor the 1,600 U.S. service members who
were killed or wounded
during 12 previously
undeclared periods of
war, the LEGION Act
was signed into law by
President Donald
Trump on July 30, filling
in those gaps. This
means that all service
members and veterans
who have served in the
U.S. armed forces since
Dec. 7, 1941, are now
eligible to join The
American Legion. Published by Post 160 historian out of Adams.
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James W. Oxford, National Commander of The American Legion
James W. "Bill" Oxford was elected national commander of The American Legion on Aug. 29, 2019,
in Indianapolis, during the organization's 101st
national convention. He has been a member of
the nation's largest veterans organization since
1986.
A native of Lenoir, N.C., Oxford is a paid-up-for-life
member and past commander of Post 29 in Lenoir. He served as department (state) commander
of the North Carolina American Legion from 2010
to 2011. A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, Oxford was an aviation electronic technician for the
A-6 Intruder and served in Vietnam during his initial enlistment. After being discharged as a sergeant in 1970, Oxford joined the North Carolina
National Guard. He subsequently attended
officer's candidate school and transferred to the
U.S. Army Reserve, where he ultimately retired as
a colonel after more than 34 years of military service.
Oxford has served at every level of The American
Legion. A former mayor and city council of Cajah's
Mountain, N.C., he has worked since he was a
high school student, with most of his career choices being in the maintenance and engineering field.
He earned a bachelor's degree in environmental
studies and multiple safety and environmental certificates.
Oxford has volunteered as a coach, umpire, referee and administrator in several youth athletic programs, including service as the public address announcer for the Post 29 American Legion Baseball
team.
An active volunteer with several organizations, Oxford is a member of Masonic Lodge-York Scottish Rite
and the North Carolina Army Retirees Council. His theme as national commander of The American Legion is "A Foundation for the Future," as the organization enters its second century of service.
Oxford and his wife, Frances, have been married since 1967. They have a son, Charles (married to Deah
Reid), and a daughter, Jackie (married to Mike Carr). They also have four grandsons, Isiah, Micah, Jaggar
and Dawson.
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A proud year of American Legion successes
Dear American Legion Family and Friends,
Nearly one year ago in my acceptance speech, I talked
about how this centennial year would be more than
just a celebration. It would also be about “charting the
course for our future and remaining strong and relevant. Strength, my friends, is paramount,” I said when
I was elected national commander in the year of our
100th anniversary as an organization.
Without a doubt, The American Legion is strong, relevant and poised for another influential century of
service to communities, states and nation.
The influence of The American Legion was felt on Capitol Hill where lawmakers approved the LEGION
Act. This legislation means that more than 1,600 servicemembers who were killed or wounded in previously undeclared war eras now truly get the recognition they deserve. It also opens up all benefits of
American Legion membership to an additional 4.2 million veterans.
Also notable is that American Legion-supported legislation won the long fight for Blue Water Navy veterans to receive VA disability benefits for illnesses linked to exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. The law, signed by President Trump in June, will extend disability benefits covering medical
conditions associated with Agent Orange exposure to those who served on ships off the coast of Vietnam.
The American Legion also came to the aid of active-duty Coast Guard members when their pay was held
up amid the government shutdown in January. We provided more than $1 million in expedited Temporary Financial Assistance (TFA) grants that assisted 3,120 children of 1,173 Coast Guard servicemembers.
Of course, American Legion Family members raised millions of dollars for our many programs that support veterans, servicemembers, their families and youths of our nation throughout the year. I found the
kindness shown on Giving Tuesday last November to be especially heart-warming. On that single day,
nearly 400 individuals donated a total of $22,620 for American Legion programs.
True to our core mission, The American Legion also fought to preserve the memories of our comrades
from past wars.
Continued on Page 4
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National Commander (Continued)
On June 20, in a landmark decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 7-2 in favor of The American Legion,
allowing the Bladensburg World War I Veterans Memorial to remain where it has stood since 1925. The
cross-shaped memorial honors 49 World War I veterans who never returned home to their community in
Prince George’s County, Md.
On Jan. 2, American Legion Post 853 in California took over ownership of a quarter-acre parcel of land in
Ocotillo Wells where a memorial honors the service of Vietnam War veteran Jim B. Robison. The agreement to purchase the land allowed the memorial, which sits on a small hill in a barren desert, to remain in
place where it was dedicated in 1966.
There have been many reasons to celebrate our achievements of the past year — and the past 100 years.
One way to do so is to purchase a special keepsake American Legion centennial coin. Only two organizations a year are selected by the U.S. Mint to strike a special commemorative coin. The selection of The
American Legion as one of those two this year shows how well-respected our organization is throughout
the nation.
The coin sales will terminate at the end of this year so be sure to get your collectibles before it’s too late.
The coins are just one way to celebrate our first century of service to America. Departments and posts
held their own special events. And, of course, our national convention this month will be another way to
celebrate.
Perhaps the most-watched centennial event was when The American Legion was featured near the start
of the Rose Bowl Parade on New Year’s Day in Pasadena, Calif. An estimated 4.7 million people viewed
the parade in person or on television. “People were very supportive as we passed,” I said at the time. “A
lot of ‘God bless the USA’ and ‘thank you for your service.’ And they never stopped. The crowds just went
on and on and on.”
And that is what The American Legion will do. We will go on and on and on. Our organization has a bright
future and so do our fellow veterans, today’s servicemembers and America’s children. And that is thanks
to you and your dedication to The American Legion.
For God and Country,

Brett Reistad
National Commander
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Frank MacDonald Elected National Vice Commander
Francis J. MacDonald of Sandwich, Massachusetts, was elected as a National Vice
Commander of the nearly two million member American Legion during The American Legion Convention in Indianapolis on August 29, 2019
A member of the 26th Yankee Division American Legion Post 230 in Bourne, Mass,
he has served in the U.S. Navy from 1970-1978 then went onto the U.S. Army Reserves in 1978 retiring as a Command Sergeant Major in 2013. MacDonald first
joined The American Legion in 1980. He has held various offices at every level of
The American Legion, including National Executive Committeeman (2015-2017)
and Department Commander (2010-2011), Additionally, he has severed on a number of national committees including National Security Council, Marketing Commission, Children & Youth Commission, Legislative Commission and Legislative Council. He is a member of
NALPA, NADHAL, ANAFVICUS, and the Past Department Commander Club. He is a member ship guru for
the Department of Massachusetts with 16 Gold Brigade awards.
MacDonald holds a MBA from Western New England University, a post graduate certificate in Acquisition Logistics from the Naval Post Graduate Program and a certificate in Business Enterprise Integration
from Boston University. He retired from the federal government as a Supervisory Logistics Management
Specialist in 2006 and currently works, part time, as an administrator in the town of Sandwich Facilities
Department
He is married to his wife, Maureen, They have two daughters ; a son and four grandchildren who are all
members of the American Legion Family. He enjoys traveling with his wife, baseball (especially American Legion Baseball), gardening and spending time with his family.

Carolyn Baranowski Elected Eastern Division National Vice President
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Auxiliary President Coral Mae Grout
Hello Everyone!
As you read this September message, we will be returning from the 100 th National
Convention in Indianapolis. What a wonderful milestone the American Legion and
the American Legion Auxiliary have accomplished! As we begin our second century
of support for our veterans and communities, I’d like to share some thoughts that
you can accomplish as an American Legion Family.
School is starting once again. Education is costly and many parents find themselves having difficulty
meeting the needs of their children. The American Legion Auxiliary has several programs to help. “Give
10 to Education”, a program that I started in 2007 as the National Education Chairman, is such a great
way to help our students and schools. American Legion Family members can collect items to donate to
schools. Giving 10 pencils, 10 magic markers, 10 reams of paper, or $10 in cash that can be used in the
school library are just a few ways this program can be accomplished by small units, as well as large.
Scholarships are offered at many unit levels. Some Districts offer a scholarship. At the Department level,
we offer 11 scholarships, with one assigned per District. Sadly, over the past several years, some Districts have not had even one application. Let’s change that! I encourage Unit members to hand deliver
scholarship applications to their local high schools. If you have a chance, speak with a guidance counselor and make sure he or she knows that we have money to give. Be sure to check the applications to be
sure they are complete and then submit them to the Department office. There’s a new scholarship this
year at the National level. It is for former junior members who have continued to volunteer as senior
members. There are several other National awards, as well. A Massachusetts student received one of
these scholarships in 2019! For more information, check our website. You can also ask our Department
chairman (Jen Hamre), Department Secretary (Ann Fournier), or me.
The Christmas Gift Shop program is beginning to gear up for the annual event at each VAMC and Soldiers
Home. This is one of the Auxiliary’s premier programs. If your Unit has not participated in the past, how
about doing so this year. All you need to do is to collect new items for veterans and their family members. Auxiliary members wrap the gifts, once the veteran has made his or her selection. Often, the gifts
are mailed to the family. There is no charge to any veteran for any gifts. Members are also invited and
welcome to help on the days of the shops by assisting the veterans. Again, contact the chairman (Cindy
Kelley), Department Secretary or me for more information.
All of our Department officers are here to help you accomplish great things for veterans, enlisted, their
families, and our communities. Don’t hesitate to contact us.

Have a great September!
Coral May Grout
Department President
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Membership—DSVC Tony Dias

Hello Ladies and Gentlemen,
Another great summer has come and gone’ I hope everyone enjoyed their summer. I have just
come back from Indianapolis for a membership and the 101 anniversary for the American Legion at convention. A newly elected National Commander James W. “Bill “Oxford has been sworn in for the year
2019 to 2020, and he is excited about our new prospects for the future of the American Legion.
To all District Commanders and Post Commanders in Districts One, Two, and Three: The Department of Massachusetts will be having a National Membership Drive for all post in these three districts on
the 27th and 28th of September. This will be held at Post 185 Agawam - The Wilson Thomas Post starting at 10 A.M.
The Department of Massachusetts has reached out to Kevin Mook, Membership Engagement Coordinator Internal Affairs and Membership, to assist in our latest efforts to drive up membership. National
will be sending out letters to all members on the DMS list inviting them to come to this destination Post
185 Agawam hopefully to be recruited into a post. Commanders should have membership teams from all
posts on one or both of these days. Membership teams should be ready to make phone calls and direct
live chat. That being in Berkshire County, Franklin Hampshire County, and Hampton County.
The posts that will looking Revitalize in District 1 are; 68, 125, 152, 155, 160, 254, 298, 340, 350, 446,
456
District 2 are; 28, 81, 123, 148, 168, 172, 178, 224, 236, 239, 245, 260, 266, 271, 304, 344, 348
District 3 are; 25, 52, 130, 185, 207, 241, 263, 275, 277, 286, 293, 325, 337, 338, 351, 353, 356, 420,
430, 438, 452,454

Looking forward to have a successful membership drive. With your help it can be done.
The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts
Membership Chairman
Senior Vice Anthony Dias
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Commander’s Corner (Continued)
If you have a creative way to get the word out please remember to share with your posts, some of us
are not so creative like myself but are willing to forward the message.
Many of us will be traveling to this year’s National Convention to Indianapolis in late August. The convention is always a fun event but also very informative. Delegates have the opportunity to attend the
various workshops provided by the National headquarters Staff, as well as the committee meetings for
our various programs. This years annual parade may be the last so our ‘legion family’ will be at full
strength and lead by our outstanding color guard team from Westfield post 124 that will be competing
again this year along with a team out of South Hadley, so good luck to them both.
I was reading some proposed changes from National that I received that will primary consisted of changing the wording from “his and he” to “their, such person and the member” which will be brought to the
floor to address at this year’s national convention along with some other needed changes as well.
These changes are quite appropriate given how much the military and The American Legion has
changed for the better in this past century, I for one am glad to see them.
Yours in comradeship,
Jodie Pajak
Department Commander
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Community Service - Sally Nay, DVC
The Claudius Grant Pendill Award is given to a post that has completed the requirements showing the
outstanding achievements done by a post throughout the year. For the second year in a row the award
for 2018/2019 was awarded to Post 124 Westfield – The post has programs each month for the community that vary from dinners to raise funds for the March of Dimes to Children’s holiday parties. It is a
good way of having a history book for the year. Please look now for the requirements and start your
Pendill submission for the 2019/2020 year.

CLAUDIUS GRANT PENDILL
Claudius G. Pendill was born May 12, 1891 in Marquette, Michigan. He graduated from Northern Michigan University, Marquette in 1911. He married Gertrude E. Wollaeger of September 17, 1921. They had
four children and thirteen grandchildren.
He enlisted as an apprentice seaman in the U.S. Navy on May 8, 1917 at Great Lakes, IL. He served in
service during WWI, WWII, and Korea. He retired August 31, 1951.
He joined The American Legion in 1919 and had continuous membership during his lifetime. He was
Commander of the Kenosha, WI Post in 1920 and built their membership to 1,200. He resigned as commander in June when he was elected Commander of the Department of Wisconsin in Green Bay for the
year 1920-1921. He also was National Vice-Commander in 1920-1921,
He established the “Claudius G. Pendill Trophy for Civic Achievement” for the Department of Wisconsin
in 1930.

He established the “Claudius G. Pendill Trophy for community Service” in the Department of Massachusetts in 1930. He was one of the first scoutmasters in the U.S. with a troop in Racine, Wisconsin in 1916
until he entered the Navy. He has been active in Civic matters most of his life and especially has served
“The Anna Jacques Hospital in Newburyport as president of the board of trustees since 1955.
Claudius and Gertrude lived in Newbury port since 1924 and since October 1, 1927 in the same house at
44 Broad Street which was said to have been built in 1797.
Claudius passed away November 19, 1984 in Alexandria, Virginia.
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From Your Service Officer– The Wall that Heals
The Wall that Heals made two stops in Massachusetts this past month. On August 15 th through the
18th the wall was displayed in North Reading, and then traveled to Bellingham, where it again was assembled for viewing between August 22nd and August 25th .
The Wall that Heals is a three-quarter scale traveling replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. It, of course, bears the names of the more than 58,000 men and women that made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam.
It travels across the country with an accompanying education center that pays tribute to the millions of
American who served in the U. S. Armed forces during the Vietnam war. Since its’ debut in 1996, this exhibit has been on display in over 500 cities and towns across the country.
The wall itself is constructed of a granite –like synthetic material [Avionte], and is 375 feet in length and
over 7 feet at its highest point. The 144 panels that make up the wall are assembled at each stop by local
volunteers, and need to be reloaded into the truck at the conclusion of the visit.
On Sunday, August 25th, the wall left Bellingham and headed for East Meadow, New York, continuing its
journey to help us “never forget”.
Semper Fi
Mike Whalen
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Legion’s second century: An opportunity to welcome more veterans
At about every American Legion national convention National Adjutant Daniel Wheeler has attended over the
past 40 years, a resolution has been brought forth about opening some periods of war dates for Legion membership. These resolutions did not pass, because if The American Legion asked Congress to open war dates
then it would have to open dates that were not war periods. And then, The American Legion would not be a
war veterans organization, which would result in tax and IRS consequences with the organization’s status under
the law, Wheeler explained to attendees of the Legion’s 56th annual National Membership Workshop in Indianapolis on Aug. 9.
The idea about opening membership eligibility was raised again last year at convention, but with a tangible solution. More than 1,600 servicemembers have been killed or were wounded in previously undeclared periods of
war by Congress. Thus, the LEGION Act asked Congress to recognize these periods that “were in fact war … that
gave The American Legion the opportunity to welcome wartime veterans who previously had not been
acknowledged into our ranks … and to honor those who gave their lives to hostile action that was undeclared
by Congress,” Wheeler said.
“The American Legion’s most important principle throughout the last century is ‘a veteran is a veteran.’”
The LEGION Act was signed into law July 30 by President Trump, extending the ongoing declared period of war
back to Dec. 7, 1941. Prior to this signing, more than 4.2 million veterans were ineligible to join The American
Legion. “Those times are over,” Wheeler said. “Their opportunity for national service to The American Legion is
now as our second century unfolds.” With more veterans eligible to join, American Legion departments will
now have the opportunity to go for new all-time membership highs heading into the Legion’s second century.
Departments’ membership base will be what it was on delegate strength date this year ,and that will be the
base departments’ operate from to get all-time high awards hereafter. “So everyone now has a chance to be an
all-time high department. I think that’s really exciting,” Wheeler said.
Out of the 55 American Legion departments, 11 surpassed their membership goal for 2018-2019: the departments of Alabama, Alaska, California, France, Hawaii, Idaho, Mexico, New Hampshire, Philippines, Utah and
Wyoming.
“It has always been and always will be our sacred responsibility to care for those who served,” said the Rev.
Daniel Seehafer of Wisconsin, chairman of the National Membership & Post Activities Committee. “You are the
ones in the field. And you are the ones who can make that difference in membership. It only takes one.” With
the LEGION Act, “I want you fired up like never before."

Since Aug. 5, less than a week after the signing of the LEGION Act, more than 300 previously ineligible veterans
are known to have joined The American Legion by signing up via legion.org. It is unknown how many have
signed up directly through departments and posts.
“If we build on the respect America has for our organization already and the services we provide, a mission we
can and we must share with a new population of veterans who are now eligible to call themselves Legionnaires,
we stand on the precipice of a great opportunity for growth in The American Legion," Wheeler said
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Editorial—John Lenotte, PDC
Attending the 101st American Legion National Convention this year in Indianapolis, IN was a privilege for my
wife Elaine and I. Hard to believe this was our 13th National Convention. And very special to have Fr. Phil
Salois, Department of MA Chaplain, finish his year as National Chaplain. He gave an outstanding sermon at
the Patriotic Memorial Service. And very special was to see Frank MacDonald elected National Vice Commander. Having been recognized many times as a 16 time Gold Brigade Recruiter, we know he will have an
outstanding year. And our own Carolyn Baranowski was elected American Legion Auxiliary Eastern Division
Vice President.
Distinguished guest speakers included: Vice President Pence; Secretary of State Pompeo (US Army veteran,
Legion member); Secretary of the VA Wilkie and Theodore Roosevelt IV (US Navy veteran). We have always
found it energizing to see and hear those getting recognized such as the President of Boys State, the Oratorical Champion and Eagle Scout of the Year along with many others.
Very special was the awarding of the James V. Day Good Guy Award to Hall of Fame Coach Lou Holtz (US
Army veteran and new Legion member). What a humble person. The Past Department Commanders Club
donated $2,000 to his charity. Not to be outdone, Lou donated $5,000 to The American Legion. One very
important message that he shared with his players was: If you did not show up tomorrow, would anyone
notice? Certainly, that would be true for the Legion, think of the negative impact if the Legion did not exist. We should take this message and apply it to our own lives.
Then are the incredible donations that are given to the various charities. Example – The American Legion
Riders. The Legacy Ride collected $292,000 during their 5-day ride. Some of the larger contributions from
rides during the year included: Minnesota - $175,000; Missouri - $86,000; South Carolina - $66,000; and
Michigan - $29,000. American Legion charities have raised $10 million.
All of this information and more is on the web at www.legion.org . I will note that with the recently passed
Legion Act, this is a great opportunity to grow our membership for all parts of the Legion family. Also, the
Auxiliary is now open to male spouses of service members/veterans.
As good as the VA Hospitals are, there are still issues. A VA Hospital in West Virginia is under federal investigation for suspicious deaths. Hopefully an isolated issue but shows that the Legion needs to maintain its
vigilance and work with the Administration and Congress for oversight and improvements.
May God Bless America and the troops and their families who all sacrifice to keep us free.
John Lenotte, Past Commander American Legion Post 4 Haverhill MA, Past Commander District 8/Essex
County, MA, Past Commander, Department of MA. I may be reached by email at JPLenotte@gmail.com
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NALPA is now NALMA

Greetings NALPA members,
As you know, national convention is just a couple of weeks away. There has been so much to do, we
are still working diligently to get things put in place before then. We do have some exciting news for
you. Our National American Legion Press Association has evolved since 1923, under a couple of different names, but remains focused on being the voice of the veteran through its association of newsworthy products that inform or affects our members of the American Legion family.
As technologies evolve, branding and marketing concepts changed along the way, creating more diversified elements. During our association’s incorporation shift from New York to Indiana, it was time to
slightly alter our association’s name to represent the changing times. Our new name is National American Legion Media Association or NALMA.

As we continue to build upon the rich history of the association, our new name will continue to reinforce our inherited knowledge, skills, and abilities to remain the voice of the veteran. We are truly a
frontline membership team in the trenches presenting the weary veterans and their families’ stories or
articles that motivate them. We are always mindful that this audience may ask about our organization
and we must do our part to gain their trust and confidence, encouraging them to join The American Legion or its family by telling them who we are, what we are, what we do, and why it’s important to belong.
With the passing of the LEGION Act, (https://www.legion.org/membership/246557/legion-act-signedlaw) more people are now eligible to join The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or Sons of
The American Legion. NALMA is open to all Legion family members.
We plan to send out one more communication before convention with information on the new mailing
address, how to renew/join in person or online, how to order the new NALMA pin, new lanyard with
card holder, the new NALMA Facebook page, and other exciting information. We look forward to seeing
you all in a couple of weeks.
For God and Country,
NALPA Leadership Team
Page 13

Two Post, A Century of Comradeship and Service
By: Henri G, Brousseau, AL20/VFW115

The Joint Color Guard of American Legion Post 20 and
VFW Post 115

On the night of 04May2019 the members of Attleboro American Legion Post 20 and VFW Gilbert-Perry
Post 115 gathered at the Attleboro Elks hall to celebrate
the 100th anniversary of not one but both posts. Post
115 is named in honor of Jerome T. Gilbert (KIA
07/15/1918) and Joseph Perry (KIA 10/22/1918), both
of who were Attleboro residents killed in France during
World War One. Both Post 20 and Post 115 share a
building and many of its members belong to both post’s
and are active in both the Legion and VFW. Post 20 was
Chartered on 06/09/1919 and Post 115 was charted on ,
and has been around longer than the VFW Department
of Massachusetts was established.

The ceremony was opened by Post 20 Finance Officer and former Attleboro Veterans Service Agent Tom
Tullie (USN)who is a member of both post and who chaired the 100 th anniversary celebration committee. A
joint post color guard that included Post 20 Commander John Vandal (USN) and Post 115 Commander
John Moore (USA) presented the colors and Gerald Lynch (USA) acting as Sargent at Arms led the members and guest in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Prior to the dinner being served the members of Post 115 were able to assist VFW State Quartermaster
John Larney present local Eagle Scout Gregory F. Beagan with the award of Scout of the Year for the Department of Massachusetts. He was also congratulated by Post 115 Commander John Moore and Past Post
Commander and Eagle Scout Henri G. Brousseau (USCG Active Duty) and presented with a check to assist
in expenses as he travels to compete for the National Scout of the Year Award. Also Post 115 Quartermaster John Bouchard (USMC) accepted a letter and declaration from the VFW National Commander. The
Award was presented by State Commander Keith Jackson. Also, Massachusetts State Senator Paul Feeney
and State Representative James Hawkins both spoke to those who were gathered. Once the awards were
given out and the speeches made the comrades from the Legion and VFW and their guest enjoyed a great
meal, dancing and music.
Though all members of both posts were the guest of honor for the event one guest in particular was
honored above the rest. Howard “HoJo” Johnson was recognized for his 65 years of service and membership to Post 20 and 115. Howard served as a member of the US Army National Guard in the 101 st Infantry
Regiment,26th Infantry (Yankee)Division for three years before serving from 1951-1954 on active duty and
achieving the rank of Staff Sargent. HoJo has been active in both posts plus the local DAV chapter ever
since he got out of the Army. He has served as Commander of Post 20(1959-1960-1994) and of Post 115
(1994) as well as Post 20 Adjutant and as a member of the Legion Drum and Bugle Corps. He is currently a
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member of Post 20’s Board of Trustees and is the
Post 115 Adjutant and member of the post Board of
Directors. Howie also assist in helping to set up and
run the Legion and VFW Poppy Drives, has served as
a member of both post’s Honor Guard and Rifle
squad and for many years was the custodian and
care taker of the post building and grounds. Howie
was presented with awards form the VFW, Legion
and DAV as well as from the State and Local Governments. He was also presented with a certificate from
the National Commander of the VFW, presented by
Past VFW National Commander(1995-1996) and member of Post 20 Paul Spera. His dedication to the
Veterans of Attleboro and to the VFW and American Legion will for ever be remembered and appreciated.

Howard “HoJo” Johnson

Past and Present Commanders
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Department President’s Testimonial

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS TESTIMONIAL
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2019

“PROUD TO BE AN AMERICAN”
The members of the Department of Massachusetts, American Legion Auxiliary are pleased to announce
a Testimonial in honor of our Department President Dr. Coral May Grout.

The banquet will be held on Sunday, September 29, 2019 at the Eugene M. Connor Post 193, 295
School St. Winchendon, MA.01475 Social hour will be held from 12:30p.m to 1:30p.m. Following the
social hour a Baked Stuffed Chicken dinner will be served at 1:30 p.m.
We hope that you will join us to make this a memorable and special day for Coral.
Donations will be $35.00 per person. Each District Director will have
10 tickets to sell. Please make checks payable to Cynthia Kelley
and mail checks to Ticket Chairman Cynthia Kelley,98 Carruth Rd. Templeton, MA 01468. If more tickets
are needed call 978-939-5101 or e-mail ckelley0719@gmail.com
Deadline for tickets is Sept. 19, 2019. NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR.

Sincerely,
Co-Chairman,
Pat Maillet – 978-632-4468
Debra LeRay – 978-249-3464
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Department Presidents Ad Book

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESIDENTS TESTIMONIAL
SUNDAY SEPT. 29, 2019

Advertising for: “State Department Presidents Testimonial Ad Book
FULL PAGE: $50.00

HALF PAGE: $25.00

¼ PAGE: $15.00

● PICTURES ACCEPTED FOR FULL PAGE ADS ONLY
Either black and white or color photo may be used.
● We are not responsible for the quality if a color photo is submitted.
● DEADLINE FOR ALL COPY – Sept. 19, 2019
● PLEASE ENCLOSE CHECK WITH AD - PAYABLE TO “Department President’s Testimonial”
and mark it “ Testimonial Ad Book”.
● PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY; We are not responsible for errors if we can’t read your ad.
Mail to: Jean Reed, Box 235, Barre, Ma 01005
Ads may be e-mailed in MICROSOFT WORD FORMAT ONLY TO:
fjreed7@gmail.com
Call 978-355-4897 if you have any questions.

Circle desired ad size: Full Page/$50.00

Half Page/$25.00

Name:___________________________________
Address:________________________________
City:____________________________________
State/Zip:________________________________
Phone:__________________________________
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1/4 Page/$15.00
AD COPY

Department President Booster

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S TESTIMONIAL
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2019
DEADLINE for BOOSTERS: September 19, 2019
POST/UNIT/SQUADRON # ____________________

DISTRICT #___________________

Please PRINT LEGIBLY (not responsible for errors if the name(s) cannot be read)
Please enclose check; made payable to DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S TESTIMONIAL and
mark it TESTIMONIAL BOOSTER
Send to: Jean Reed, Box 237 Barre, Ma 01005 or send copy in MICROSOFT WORD ONLY
to: fjreed7@gmail.com
~BOOSTERS~
$1.00 per person

$2.00 Mr. & Mrs.

1._______________________________________

13. ___________________________________

2._______________________________________

14. ___________________________________

3._______________________________________

15._____________________________________

4._______________________________________

16._____________________________________

5._______________________________________

17._____________________________________

6._______________________________________

18._____________________________________

7._______________________________________

19._____________________________________

8._______________________________________

20._____________________________________

9._______________________________________

21._____________________________________

10._______________________________________

22._____________________________________

11._______________________________________

23._____________________________________

12._______________________________________

24._____________________________________
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Isiah French American Born Citizen

Isaiah French the American Legion Department of Massachusetts American Born Citizen of the Year Award is shown displaying the medals of his father Herbert French.
From left to right Post Adjutant Robert Temple, Sterling Veterans Service Officer Richard Voutour, Nathaniel, Benjamin and Isaiah French, Mass Secretary of Veteran's Services Francisco Urena, and Rita Distefano-French,

NVC Frank MacDonald Present Baseball Award

NVC Frank MacDonald at PNC Stadium in Pittsburgh PA, Presents the American Legion Baseball
Graduate of the Year to Miami Marlins Neil Walker. Neil’s family is in the picture also.
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Department Calendar of Events
9/8/2019

1:00 PM

Department POW/MIA

USS Massachusetts, Fall River MA

9/13/2019

9:00 AM

POW/MIA Remembrance

Big E, W. Springfield , MA

Department Executive Committee

Paxton Post 306

9/14/2019
9/15/2019

1:30 PM

District 3 Meeting

East Longmeadow Post 293

9/15/2019

2:00 PM

District 2 Meeting

Haydenville Post 236

9/15/2019

2:00 PM

District 8 Meeting

Gloucester Post 3

9/19/2019

6:30 PM

District 1 Meeting

Pittsfield Post 68

9/20/2019

6:00 PM

POW/MIA Remembrance Day

National Cemetery, Bourne, MA

9/22/2019

10:00 AM

District 10 Meeting

Kingston Post 387

2020 Membership Standing as of September 4, 2019

Target Date 9/11/19 50%
District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1

BERKSHIRE

1317

803

60.97%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

1304
2785
4983
4354
2693
1280
2786
2505

803
1416
2637
2310
1318
635
1571
1227

61.58%
50.84%
53.92%
53.05%
48.94%
49.61%
56,39%
48.98%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

3978

2298

57.77%

305
4433

299
1367

98.03%
30.84%

32,723

16,684

50.99%

297 CAPITOL HILL
462 HEADQUARTERS
National Quota
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Americanism

From: Detachment Americanism Chairman Ernest E. Laberge
To:

All Squadrons and Posts

Re:

Americanism Update

Hello Everyone

The Sons of The American Legion have a few programs that often are forgotten one of those programs is the 10 Ideals. The 10 Ideals was created for our younger SAL members teaching them such
things as:
Patriotism, Health, Knowledge, Training, Honor, Faith, Helpfulness, Courtesy, Reverence, and Comradeship.
Many of these values are often forgotten but this program was designed to help instill them in our
youth. Example (Patriotism): Patriotism- is commonly defined as love of and/or devotion to one's country.
Here are some examples of ways to demonstrate Patriotism:
Attend Memorial Day, Independence Day & Veterans Day, parades & ceremonies.
Learn the proper display of the Flag.
Learn the “Pledge of Allegiance”
After training in all 10 Ideals a National Award of recognition may be presented to those who have successfully completed the Ten Ideals Program.
Please Note: This program is currently being updated by the Sons of The American Legion National
Americanism Commission in an effort to bring it into an electronic format much like The American Legion Basics online course. The program and answer sheet will also be available in a Power Point Presentation for use by Squadrons who want to do the training in house. For more information about this program please feel free to contact me. My information can be found on the Sons state website which is
www.salmass.org

I look forward to working with many of you throughout the year.
Working together we can make a difference in the lives of our Veterans, Their Families and our
Communities.

Ernie Laberge S.A.L. Americanism Chairman 2019-2020
Past Detachment of Massachusetts Commander 2017-2019
Candidate for Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander “Eastern Region”
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S.A.L. Commander

As many of you are aware and for those who aren’t with President Trump’s signature on the LEGION Act, the extension of the ongoing declared period of war was extended back to Dec. 7, 1941. The congressionally approved act is a
way to honor thousands of veterans who were killed or wounded on duty during periods not previously considered a
time of war.
How does this affect the Sons of The American Legion? First look at the members of your SAL and see who might now
be eligible for dual membership:
Question: I am among the veterans who were not allowed to join previously, so why do you want me now?
Answer: The American Legion’s founding fathers believed, “a veteran is a veteran,” an axiom that has held true
throughout the organization’s more than century of service. Some veterans were ineligible to join because of the war
eras,
Secondly look at those new members of The American Legion and those whose fathers, grandfathers who are deceased but were not eligible before may now be eligible.
Question: How does this affect the Sons of The American Legion (SAL)?
Answer: The Sons’ eligibility criteria will change along with that of The American Legion. Any son or grandson of a living American Legion member will be able to join the SAL program. (Sons and grandsons of deceased veterans are also
eligible.) For example, a son of a veteran who served between 1985 and 1988 previously would not have been eligible.
With the extension of the war period, that veteran would immediately be eligible for The American Legion and the son
would be able to join the SAL
I am among those who could not join The American Legion previously but am now a Legionnaire. This does not mean I
have any less commitment to the SAL I am fully committed to the ideals and programs of the SAL and look forward to
working with each of you to build your membership for your squadrons. Remember the Detachment is here to help!
Marvin Nay
Massachusetts
Detachment Commander

2020 Sons of the American Legion Membership Standings as of
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September 4, 2019

District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1
2
3
4
5

BERKSHIRE
FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX

191
292
423
955
1246

1
13
130
38
21

0.52%
4.45%
30.73%
3.98%
1.69%

6
7
8
9

NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

845
134
440
248

78
15
18
41

9.23%
11.19%
4.09%
16.53%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

671

91

13.56%

TOTAL

5445

446

8.19%
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Page 31

Page 32
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
DEPARTMENT OF
MASSACHUSETTS

- - ANNUAL- POW-MIA
REMEMBRANCE
CEREMONY
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019
(Second Sunday in September)
ABOARD THE BATTLESHIP
USS MASSACUSETTS
BATTLESHIP COVE
FALL RIVER, MA
BOARD THE SHIP
STARTING AT 12:00 NOON
PROGRAM STARTS AT 1:00 PM

Page 35

“Still Serving America”
THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts
E-Legionnaire

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide-lines for submissions.

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net
Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.
2019-2020 Officers
Commander
Jodie Pajak
Sr. Vice Commander
Tony Dias
Vice Commanders
Sally Nay
Sandra Kee
Stephen Souza
Historian
Nelson Blake
Executive Committee Women
Lisa McPhee
Sergeant-at-Arms
Cindy Lacoste
National Executive Committeeman
Louis Brault
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
James Brehio
Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Paul Coughlin
Paul Prefontaine

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. •
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include photos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-ded in the article) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding captions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.
• E-mail

everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with you.

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:
Send your email address to: deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f
macdonald53@comcast.net.
Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.
The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of National
American Legion Press Association NALPA.
Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @
The American Legion Department of Massachusetts

