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them involved. Have a plan if they feel someone needs help within your post they can call to get that
Veteran assistance. This goes along with the BE THE ONE campaign to help prevent Veteran suicide. National is asking each post to participate by starting with a list of services in your area available for a Veteran in crisis. Have it posted and if you have members who would like to contact those services to find
out how to refer a Veteran or family member there. Also remember the new crisis phone number and if
possible post or distribute to your members.
New 988 Veteran Crisis Line available

The Veterans Crisis Line (VCL), which provides 24/7, confidential crisis support
for Veterans can now be accessed by dialing 988, then Pressing 1. The number
may be new, but the crisis line’s dedicated, caring, qualified responders will continue to listen and help. A Veteran does not have to be enrolled in
VA benefits or health care to connect.
Veterans can still call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 to connect with responders or reach the VCL by chat (VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat) and text
(838255). More information is available here. Please share this important information with your Veteran patients, staff, and community!
Remember we are here to help our fellow Veteran’s! Lets be her for others—we should not be selfpromoting
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National Commander—Vincent J. “Jim” Troiola

Vincent J. “Jim” Troiola (pronounced Tree-Ola) was elected national commander of the nation’s largest
veteran service organization on Sept. 1, 2022, in Milwaukee during The American Legion’s 103rd national
convention. His theme as national commander is “V.E.T.S., Veterans, Education, Teamwork and Sponsor.”
A life member of American Legion Post 1682 in Rockland County, N.Y, he served in the U.S. Navy and Navy Reserves from 1969 to 1974. He completed a tour aboard the USS Nitro, an auxiliary ammunition ship
with the Sixth Fleet. He was honorably discharged as a boatswain’s mate third class. He is also a member
of Sons of The American Legion Squadron 1682 based on the World War II service of Jim’s father.
Jim spent his entire working career in the automotive service industry, where he began as a parts manager at a local Chevrolet dealership and went to serve in many capacities of management. At the time of
his retirement in 2017, he was director of service and parts at a New York Metro Mercedes Benz dealership. After a brief time at home, he began an entirely new career as a school bus driver for the Falmouth
School District and part-time motor coach operator.
Jim served in many offices at every level of The American Legion. He was elected department (state)
commander of New York for 2010-2011, and chaired several national commissions to include the National Security Commission, Legislative Commission, Veterans Employment and Education Commission and
the Membership and Post Activity Committee. He was elected national vice commander for 2016-2017.
He married his wife Saveria (pronounced Sa-Vare-ee-ah) in 1973. They have two daughters, Laura and
Jeanette; a son-in-law, Michael; and three grandchildren, Alexander, Abigail and Natalia. The Troiolas include three generations of American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion
membership.
Jim currently lives in Maine to be close to a daughter and his grandchildren, while still being within driving distance to the Department of New York.
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Auxiliary President
Hello Everyone,
I had my first in person Department Executive Committee Meeting a few weeks ago and I would like to
thank Wrentham 225 for hosting and providing lunch. It was much appreciated, and we had a great
meeting. I would especially like to thank the 225 Wrentham Post Commander, Joe Manning for
“Stepping Up to the Plate” for making himself available throughout the day.
It was great to see everyone despite the very high temperatures… thank goodness the hall was air conditioned!
I installed District 9 at their outside county meeting. Thank you to our Secretary-Treasurer, Ann Fournier
for hosting at her house and putting that new grill to use for lunch!
We continue to be able to do more in person meetings, fundraisers and working with our veterans, a
trend I hope continues as we have seen a slight uptick in COVID cases.

After reaching 100% membership this year, we have good momentum and would love to see us do it
again this year.
If a unit is struggling or needs some direction in contacting lapsed members or trying to get new members, please contact membership chair Maureen Cragen and she can provide guidance and support to
meet your goals.

This year we are holding our Fall Conference on Saturday, 5 November at the Taunton Clarion. This a
learning session for us all to hear about the projects for the year. More information on for registration is
on our department website. I urge you to attend so we can all share and learn about all the great things
everyone does.

Looking forward to the National Convention and seeing some of you there.

Stay safe and healthy!
Deb Lyons

Department President
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Detachment Commander—Gene Theroux
The Detachment of Massachusetts held the 2022-2023 transition meeting on Saturday, August 22, 2022, at the
Cherry Valley Post 443 in Leicester. The 2022-2023 SAL membership cards were distributed to the district liaisons
who in-turn will deliver the respective squadron cards to the Post. Included in the packet with the 2023 membership cards were enclosures that included a list of the enclosed forms in the packet with instructions. In addition to
forms that need to be completed by the squadron adjutant, there are enclosures that provide information on Detachment programs such as the Detachment Scholarships, the Commander’s project (American Legion Veteran’s
and Children Foundation), Child Welfare Foundation Banner, and the 2022-2023 Sons of The American Legion National Membership Target Dates.
It is important to note that there was a delay in receiving the 2022-2023 membership cards this year and we are a
full four-weeks behind from traditionally receiving the cards and getting them distributed to the squadrons. The
first SAL National Membership Target Date is September 14, 2022, with a goal of 10% or 550 paid members for
2022-2023. The Detachment membership goal is to meet and to exceed all national membership target goals
and we can accomplish this by each of each of us submitting our 2023 squadron membership dues. Overall, the
Detachment of Massachusetts did extremely well in 2021-2022 with membership and achieved 106% membership
by the July 28, 2022, target date – an awesome achievement. Conversely, several squadrons failed to meet their
2021-2022 membership goals and we encourage these squadrons to continue to work the 2021-2022 membership
as they begin working the 2022-2023 renewals. The Detachment membership team is available to assist. It is
critically important that we retain the members that we recruit – every member is important to our Legion family.
The Department of Massachusetts conducted a 2022-2023 Building A Strong Legion Family Workshop held on Saturday, August 13, 2022, at the Quinsigamond Post 318 in Worcester. The agenda included the following: Introduction, New Blood (We need new people in our Legion Family), We Gotta Keep ‘Em (Retention), Drain the
Swamp (DMS), Inclusion (Everyone), Team Building/Planning/Problem Solving, Housekeeping, Interactive Discussion, and Conclusion. There were five facilitators who did a great job in presenting the material and having
attendees participate in the discussions. Each participant was provided a notebook that contained the printed
presentation slides, Reference Materials, and the condensed Population Plan. There will be a Family Training Day
that includes The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of The American Legion, and the American
Legion Riders to be held on Saturday, November 12, 2022, beginning at 9 AM at the Vernon Hill Post 435 by Department Vice Commander Scott Conner. Recommend this training and that you RSVP to Vice Commander Scott
Conner via email at smconner@charter.net. Squadron officers are encouraged to participate in the Minuteman
Mondays which is held on the 2nd Monday of each month on a variety of topics. All sessions begin at 7 PM and
will be 30-60 minutes long with plenty of opportunity for interaction. The next Training Monday will be September 12, 2022, which will be an open forum to discuss your needs for training and to set the topics for the upcoming year. This is a Zoom meeting, and the Zoom address is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82980474887?
pwd=cGpTcWI3T29vdDFRbUtvWi9YMWIHUT09
The Eastern States Exposition (Big-E) opens on Friday, September 16, 2022, which is Military Appreciation Day.
The American Legion Auxiliary District 3 holds a POW/MIA observance in the Meeting House (Chapel) in Storrowtown Village beginning at 9 AM. There will be an American Legion Family recruiting tent in front of the Connecticut Building along the avenue of states.
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Membership—DSVC Sandra Davis
Thank you to everyone who participated in our ‘Building A Strong Legion Family’ workshop in August. It
was a great day because of you, the attendees! A BIG thank you to Quinsigamond Post 318 for hosting the
event. Also BIG shout out to the Department Vice Commanders (Lisa McPhee, Scott Conner & Nelson
Blake) and Department Executive Committee Woman (Cindy Lacoste) for helping to build the curriculum,
presenting material, moderating discussions, and keeping me focused and on-track!
September is here and crisp fall air is coming soon. This month let’s talk engaging our people. Many posts
don’t meet or do events during the summer months which makes it very easy for our Legion Family to drift
away from their posts. Fall is a good time to re-engage those we haven’t seen around our posts in a while.
Maybe it’s time to reach out to our Legion Family and let them know we miss them. Communication is a
key element in keeping our Legion Family active and connected to our posts. Newsletters, simple ‘what’s
going on’ emails, social media, websites and personal phone calls are just a few ideas to start re-engaging
with our Legion Family. Fall is right around the corner and there are so many things going on in our Posts.
It’s important that every person is aware of events, social gatherings, and Post news. Remember, a wellinformed Post family is important for the health of a post. Not everyone will engage in post activities, but
no one will participate if they don’t know what’s going on. Consider using the September to re-engage
with our legion family people we haven’t heard from in a while. As summer activities start to wind down
and the weather is still good, people want to still want to get out, see friends, visit with family, and do
things. Fall is a great time to plan activities to engage our people. Maybe it’s a good time to start a weekly/monthly coffee social just to people can sit down and chat with each other. Even small social events
like coffee hour can have a very positive personal impact on our Legion Family
It’s important to be connecting with and engaging (or re-engaging) our Legion family and friends. This is
especially true for those Posts that don’t meet or have events during the summer months. This is an opportune time for Posts to send out a newsletter to let your Legion Family know what’s going on. A newsletter doesn’t have to be a big formal affair. It can be as simple as saying hello, here’s what’s going on,
and a calendar/list of any upcoming events. It’s also a great time to start spreading the word about any fall
events on the horizon. Email is an excellent and economical way to distribute information. Keeping an upto-date email list gives easy way to distribute newsletters, updates, and event calendars at no cost. Keep
in mind, not everyone has email. it’s important for everyone to be in loop which sometimes may include
snail-mail, personal phone calls, or maybe even a house call.

Department Membership Standings 2023 Membership Year

District 1: Berkshire 53.83%
District 2: Franklin/Hampshire 105.41%
District 4: Worcester 46.45%
Page 6

Membership—DSVC Sandra Davis
It’s also a good time to make sure Post website and social media accounts are updated with the latest information and invitations for up-coming events. Social media is an easy way to communicate with our Legion Family and it only takes a couple of minutes to add new things. Content on websites and social media should be relevant to the Post American Legion Family. It’s a good time to take the opportunity to engage our people and let them know our American Legion family cares about them, give information
events, and what our posts are doing in our communities. This is also a good time to ask how they feel
about the Post and if they would like to come to upcoming events. Remember people will get involve with
Post/Post activities if they feel sense of belonging and the Post offers opportunities they find personal value in doing. Remember: Engaged Legion Family people are more likely to renew year after year.
Also coming soon so mark your calendars, the next Department Population Roundtable is Monday, September 19th (7pm) via ZOOM. All are invited to participate. Here’s the zoom coordinates:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83318507551?pwd=aytEb2Y3TXBvb0RISXZXU29GMEVzQT09
We are always here to help…We are stronger working together…Don’t wait…Today is the perfect day to
Make It Personal!

Sandra Davis
Dept. Sr. Vice Commander

Membership Processing
Sending Membership to Headquarters
The two-part card must be sent in for each member for their dues to be processed unless they are a PUFL
or have paid their dues online.

Make sure that you have the correct number of cards for the amount of the check. $28.00 is required for
each membership card.
Use the “blank” membership cards when sending in dues for all new members.
Membership cannot be processed without the two-part card!
ONLINE PAYMENTS—This is the easiest and quickest way to process dues.
Please do not send in cards for members who have paid online. When a member pays online simply send
them their new Membership Card.
If you are unsure is someone has paid online or have membership questions call me at (617) 727-2966 or
email me at deptcoordinator@masslegion.org
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One Night, One Team 100 Miles
By Henry Howard

Leave it to Mitchell Keil to conceive an extreme
challenge as part of The American Legion 100
Miles for Hope campaign.
Keil, commander of American Legion Post 125 in
North Adams, Mass., developed a 100-mile relay from his post to another as a way to celebrate
the conclusion of the third annual fitness/wellness
challenge.
“If I’m going to do something, I’m going to do it to the extreme,” said Keil, a Marine Corps veteran. “What
better way than to go from North Adams, Massachusetts, to Sutton, Massachusetts, which is clear across
the state. Luckily, I got a nice team together who could help me.”
His team was made up of American Legion Family members who rallied to support Keil and ended up doing
most of the walking during the 33-hour relay on Aug. 13-14. The reason: Keil tore his ACL a few months
ago.
“I haven’t been doing that much walking in the past couple of months,” he said during a break at American
Legion Post 306 in Paxton. “They all said they were going to help and they have stepped up in a big way. I
wouldn’t be here, at the Paxton post, for breakfast, without them.”
The Legion Family group included his wife and Auxiliary member, Kaitlyn, their 8-month-old daughter, Raegan, friend Shaun Muldowney and Post 125 Squadron Commander Joseph Poplaski. They were among
those who walked through the night in support of the 100-mile relay.
“I’ve always donated my time to the Legion,” said Popalski, whose dad served in the Army during World
War II. “It’s important to the veterans. I was never able to serve but I just wanted to give back. I do what I
can.”
During a break at American Legion Post 435 in Worcester, Poplaski said the Legion Family was committed
to completing the vision Keil created.
“He was hurtin’. I’m hurtin’. We’re all hurtin’. But we just had to come together and do it for him. We didn’t want to let him down. There was no turning back.”
Keil accompanied the team the entire way, mostly in the support vehicle but walked the final stretch to a
grand welcoming in Sutton.
Throughout the walk, Post 125 team members shared their journey on Facebook, securing donations for
The American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation (V&CF). They also received some contributions from
those they encountered along the way, including one memorable donor.
Continued on Page 9
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One Night, One Team 100 Miles (Continued)
During a night-time stop, a panhandler approached the group to ask for money. “We told him what we
were doing and he ended up giving us a dollar,” Keil said.
In Sutton, a contingent of roughly 100 American Legion Family members, law enforcement officials and
others escorted the relay team on the final stretch. Waving American and Legion Family flags, the group
completed the challenge, walking under a huge American flag, welcoming them to Post 414.
Months ago when Keil contacted Post 414 Commander Bill Hallene about the idea, he quickly agreed to
host the finish line celebration.
“It really brings the Legion name out and makes us as a focal point to what we do around here,” said Hallene, an Army veteran. “We do a lot for the community and veterans but we don’t do it for the accolades.
This walk is great and it brings into focus what the Legion Family can provide people.”
Hallene noted the post’s Legion Family is committed to supporting the community’s veterans and families,
which ties in to the foundation’s beneficiaries.
“That’s one of the biggest things we do,” he said. “When I joined the Legion 25 years ago, it was to return
to my community and help other people who are less fortunate than I am. We’re here for every veteran,
every child. That’s what our mission is. It’s good to know where the money is going and that it is for a good
cause.”
But Post 414 did more than provide food, water and shelter for the relay team.
“When you contacted me, I thought this was a great idea — and this thing, through the goodness of the
Legion — it became huge and it’s amazing. I’m honored that you guys picked Sutton as your ending point,”
Hallene said, handing Keil a $1,000 check for the V&CF via the 100 Miles for Hope challenge.
Post 414 isn’t stopping there. Members are already plotting to return the favor, conducting their own relay
next year and finishing at Post 125. “The Central Massachusetts Legion is really involved, and it’s not really
surprising what this turned into,” Hallene said. “It turned into a really nice event.”
Department of Massachusetts Commander Sally Nay, a member of Post 130 in Palmer, was among those
who greeted the weary walkers in Sutton.
“It shows that the next generation is actively being part of The American Legion and making sure their fellow soldiers and veterans are taken care of,” Nay said. “Mitch, who is spearheading this, is a younger veteran. He’s been doing other projects in his community. This shows me that the Legion has a lot of support.”
Nay pointed out that both Post 125 and 414 share common threads — Legion Family members that
strengthen the post. “Both posts are very active and do a lot of different things,” she said. “They really do
bring the Legion to the forefront (in their communities).”
Nay is looking forward to Post 414’s plans to do their 100-mile relay next spring. “I think that would be a
wonderful idea,” she said. “And maybe there will be other members who would want to go part of the way
with them and help raise money across the state of Massachusetts to raise money for this event. That
would be wonderful.”
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100 Miles for Hope

Department Commander Sally Nay with the crew who walked from North Adams Post 125 to Dudley Gendron Post 414 to raise money for the 100 Miles for Hope Campaign. On Behalf of the Commander of Post
414 Dudley Gendron American Legion and the Dudley Gendron Family I would like to thank all of The Department of MA Legion and Auxiliary Department Officers, District Officers, Squadron Members and all
Dignitaries and The Community of Sutton for coming out to the Dudley Gendron and Supporting the 100
Miles for Hope Walk for North Adams. You all helped make the Day of these walking warriors!
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Did you know, Legion Programs and More

Training Programs
The American Legion has an extensive library of training subjects. Printed materials such as the Post Commanders Guide (new this year, blue cover) provides information on the day to day operations of your Post.
Thumb through it, and it makes a good read for the Vice Commanders also. Adjutant’s Guide, and the District Commander’s Guide books were distributed, with additional copies available if you are without one.

Online training makes looking up specific issues easy and access unlimited. Make a trip to legion.org/
training and snoop around. While you're there, check out Basic Legion Training, not only a wealth of information, but entertaining as well. You can start and stop Basic Training at your leisure, you do not have to
start at the beginning each time you log onto it.
Zoom/Virtual Training is there for you. We have Minuteman Mondays, the second Monday of each month,
starting at 7:00. Request a topic, and we will design the presentation around the needs of the group. Virtual Round-up, the third Monday of the month, a forum to discuss the issues of the day, always lively, you
bring the topic and the “White Hats” will provide the insight.

In-Person Training. We just finished up “Building a Strong Legion Family” and we are looking forward to a
Legion Family training day, November 12, at the Vernon Hill Post 435, look for the flyer.
Got an Idea for a specific training topic that you want, contact me DVC Scott Conner smconner@charter.net, 774-239-6162.

Community Service Awards
As members of The American Legion Family, one of the most rewarding things we do is supporting our own
community, and citizens of our community. Recognition to those that help and support programs is a vital
part of our organization. Raising funds for the NEADS Foundation, or a local outreach program certainly
should be recognized, as well as other events that the Post/Unit/Squadron/ALR support.
Awards Available:
Al White Award

-

Awarded Monthly, to recognize any part of the Legion
Family at your Post.

Claudius G. Pendell

-

Awarded Annually for Outstanding Community
Service by a Post. Includes Unit/Squadron/ALR

Howard E. Schreiber -
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Runner up to the Pendell Award, annually.

“

Did you know, Legion Programs and More

Joseph J. Conway

-

Awarded annually the the Family Member that
demonstrates exemplary service to the community.

John Mulkern

-

Educator of the Year. Presented to the educator that
goes above and beyond in your community. Annually

Criteria for the above mentioned awards can found at masslegion.org , navigate to programs and Community Service. Nominations awards can be made by any member of the Family. Need help getting it together, e-mail me at smconner@charter.net .
Veterans Strengthening America
DVC Scott Conner
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Legion Family raining
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Minuteman Mondays
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History—Robert Jerdan
Sept. 3, 1997
The Legion presents its first National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year award at the 79th National Convention in Orlando, Fla.
September 16, 1919
Chartered by Congress American legion federally authorized to adopt a constitution and elect officers.
September 27, 1920
An official Flower Poppy is chosen at the second National convention.
September 12th, 1932
The rise of the sons Male descendants of wartime veterans establish an identity of their own.

September 21, 1937
Parade for the ages Quarter million watch and March on New York’s 5th avenue.
September 3, 1981
The Agent Orange Odyssey American Legion policy statement demands objective answers from the federal
government.

September 1987
Brain Chair Minnesota American Legion raises $ 1 million dollars for research center.
September 1993
American Legion riders are born Michigan puts advocacy on wheels.
September 16, 1996

The Samsung Scholarship American Legion entrusted with $ 5 million endowment of gratitude.
For God and Country,
Bob Jerdan Dept Massachusetts Historian 22-23
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Baseball—Regional Champion Shrewsbury Post 397

American Legion Baseball-Northeast Regional Champions, Shrewsbury MA Post 397, heading on
to American Legion World Series. CONGRATULATIONS!!!! Presenting the Trophy is S.A.L.
National Commander Michael Fox, DSVC Sandra Davis and PNC Jake Comer.
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Baseball

Victor R. Quaranta Post 397 Verse S.C. in The American Legion World Series

On Wednesday evening August 3rd, prior to their first game in the American
Legion Baseball Northeast Regional Tournament, the Victor R. Quaranta Post
baseball team was presented with a check of $4,000 from the Worcester County District Attorney Joe Early's Office. This money is part of his program to distribute confiscated drug money to organizations that have youth programs.
Shown accepting the check are the entire team and Victor R. Quaranta Post
397 Commander Fred Russell.
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Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte
Hard to believe that Summer is coming to a close. This month we were able to get to the American Legion
Baseball World Series in Shelby, NC. It is a really nice ball field and they keep making it better every year!
The Shrewsbury, MA team representing the Northeast did very well but failed to make the finals. The
team from Troy, AL won the series.
Now we get to Milwaukee WI for the National Convention. By the time you read this, there will be a new
National Commander and I know this will be noted elsewhere in this newsletter. Speakers, award recipients and members of the Legion Family representing all 55 Departments will be in attendance. I am always reenergized by the vast number of programs and donations that are recognized at the national level.
If you cannot attend a future national convention, at least get to the Department Convention where you
will hear reports on the multitude of programs that our posts are involved in. Post Officers should also look
to attend District meetings.
One of the speakers at the National Security Committee meeting was Mr. Johnie Webb from the POW/MIA
Accounting Command. There are approximately 82,500 unaccounted for service members. It is estimated
that 37,500 are recoverable. The others are lost at sea and not recoverable. The agency operates in 46
countries. There are currently 130 remains from Vietnam that are being reviewed. There are new technologies being used to identify remains. These include: clavicle comparison and isotope analysis. Isotope
analysis uses chemical elements such as carbon and nitrogen which help determine what part of the country that one grew up in. More information is available at www.DPAA.mil. September 16 is POW/MIA
day. Let us remember those unaccounted for, but not only on that one day. Let it be in our consciousness
every day. It is a job for The American Legion to make our fellow citizens aware of what POW/MIA is all
about. And why the POW/MIA flag is so important as a reminder.
Let us get this message across to the public.
These next paragraphs are mostly a repeat from last month but I feel it is important, as we are reminded
daily in the news, the November mid-term elections are coming quickly. The ability to vote is a treasured
right of citizenship. I always encourage everyone to get out and vote. And to be an informed voter. Forget the ads, they are distorted. Here is a list of websites that may help enlighten you on the issues and
voting records: www.factcheck.org; www.vote.org; www.ballotpedia.org; www.opensecrets.org;
www.vote411.org; www.votesmart.org; and www.aarp.org/electionguides. There are of course various
media outlets but we know they are biased.
Think about what issues are important to you and your family. Look at the candidate’s voting history and
proposed legislation. Do their values and voting align with yours a majority of the time? Make sure that
you are registered as a voter and you know where to vote. And encourage your family, friends and neighbors to vote in November.
John Lenotte, Past Commander, Post 4 Haverhill MA; Past Commander District 8 Essex County and Past
Commander, Department of MA. Member American Legion National Security Council. Candidate for Alternate Executive Committeeman representing the Department of MA. Member, American Institute of
Parliamentarians. Local Board Member, Selective Service System. I may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com
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PACT Act
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PACT Act—Survivor Benefit's
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Commander’s TEstimonial

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
RM 546 – 2 State House
24 Beacon St.
Boston, MA 02133-1044
(617) 727-2966
Email: deptadjutant@masslegion.org
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S TESTIMONIAL
DATE

Dear Legion, Auxiliary, SAL and Riders:
Our Department Commander Sally Nay Testimonial will be held on Saturday, November 26, 2022 at the:
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel
181 Boston Post Rd W
Marlborough, MA 01752
A social will be held at 5:00 PM and dinner will be served at 6:00 PM
Ticket donations are $50.00 per person and may be purchased from your District Ticket Chairperson by
November 11, 2022. Please make checks payable to “American Legion Department of MA” and mark
“Tickets Only”. Tables will be set for 10 people.

All room reservations must be made directly through the:
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel Phone Number 508-460-0700
The room rate per night is $106.12 tax included
The American Legion code is AME
The cutoff date for reservation is October 25, 2022.
On behalf of the Committee, we thank you for your co-operation and look forward to seeing everyone on
this joyous occasion.
Yours in comradeship:
Co-Chairman:

Matthew Nay
Robert Desrosiers
Ticket Chairman:
William Chisholm
Ad Book Chairman: Louis Brault - Milton Lashus
Members:
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10 District Chairman

Commander’s Testimonial (Continued)
District Ticket Chairperson
Department Commander’s Testimonial
Deadline for tickets November 11, 2022
NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT DOOR
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District One
Dennis St Pierre
beermansst@hotmail.com
413-743-1947

District Six
James Fratolillo
jdfratt@comcast.net
617-792-7175

District Two
Leo Barber
debbie_barber2002@yahoo.com
413-336-1273

District Seven
Milton Lashus
deptadjutant@masslegion.org
617-727-2966

District Three
Jodie Pajak
greenwitchp@gmail.com
413-785-1343

District Eight
Sandra Davis
skeeisme@hotmail.com
978-879-8682

District Four
Scott Conner
smconner@charter.net
508-885-5618

District Nine
Steve Souza
t5ssteve@yahoo.com
508-642-6660

District Five
Robert Dearosiers
fishtruck15@aol.com
978-459-4260

District Ten
Jeff Montello
gatorbait328@yahoo.com
508-468-0634

Commander’s Testimonial (Continued)

Department Commander’s Testimonial
Honoring Sally Nay
Saturday, November 26, 2022
Copy deadline is November 1, 2022
Advertising rates for the commander’s book

•
•
•
•
•

Check Ad Desired

Printing area 7 ½”x 5”

$60.00

Full Page__________

3 ½” x 5”

$40.00

Half Page__________

1 ½” x 5”

$25.00

Quarter Page_______

Pictures will be accepted for full page ads only
Please enclose check with Ad Payable to:
“The American Legion Dept. of MA”
Email Ads to deptcoordinator@masslegion.org
MICROSOFT WORD FORMAT
Mail to:
The American Legion
State House Rm 546-2
24 Beacon St
Boston MA 02133

Name:____________________________________________
Phone Number:__________________________
Check #___________________
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Amount ____________

Commander’s Testimonial (Continued)
Department Commander Sally Nay Testimonial
Booster Sheet Deadline is November 1, 2022
Post / Unit/ Squadron/ Riders #__________

District #__________

Make check to: The American Legion Department of MA
Mail to:
The American Legion Dept. of MA
State House Rm 546-2
24 Beacon St
Boston MA 02133
Email Booster Sheet to: deptcoordinator@masslegion.org
$1.00 per person

$2.00 per Mr. & Mrs.
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Amount$____________________

Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte
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District Three Testimonial
THE AMERICAN LEGION

HAMPDEN COUNTY COUNCIL, DISTRICT 3

Dear Legionnaires and Friends,
On Saturday Afternoon, October 15, 2022, The American Legion, Hampden County Council District 3, will host a testimonial banquet to honor our District Commander Ryan Howe and the
officers of District 3.
This event will be held at Post 452 Chicopee Center 43 Exchange St, Chicopee, MA.
We honor Ryan on this day for his years of outstanding dedicated service to our great organization. Ryan has traveled many miles in the past two years as District 3 Commander, to help promote the American Legion Programs. Now it is time to show our appreciation for the service
that he has rendered to the American Legion.
We ask all of the American Legion Family and Friends to participate in this event, to make this a
day that Ryan and his officers will long remember.
The dress code for this event is Business Casual.
This reception will be held at 12:00 PM. Luncheon will be served promptly at 1:00 PM. Ticket
donations are $40.00 per person and may be purchased from the ticket sales representatives
listed below. Make checks payable to: Hampden County Council District 3 and mark it for banquet tickets. Tables are set for 8.
The cutoff date for reservations is September 30, 2022.
On behalf of the committee, we thank you for your cooperation.
Ticket Sales Representatives

Cindy Lacoste
71 Cherryvale St.
Chicopee, MA 01020
(413) 530-0120
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Louis Brault
104 Johnson Rd
Apt 207
Chicopee, MA 01020
(413) 885-2902

District Three Testimonial

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC., State House, Room 546-2
Boston, MA 02133 , Telephone: (617) 727-2958

2022 DEPARTMENT FALL CONFERENCE
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2022
Taunton Clarion Hotel
Formerly Taunton Holiday Inn
700 Myles Standish Boulevard, Taunton, MA, 02780, (508) 823-0430

Registration opens at 8:00 A.M.—Fall Conference starts at 9:00 A.M.
The Annual Department Fall Conference will be held at the Taunton Clarion Hotel on November
5, 2022. The Registration Fee is $20.00 per person if registered on or before October 20,
2022. However, if anyone registers after October 21st, either at the Department Headquarters
or at the Fall Conference, the registration fee will be $25.00 per person. All checks should be
made payable to the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Mass., Inc.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
(DETACH and RETURN)
REGISTRATION:

Unit No. ________

$20.00 Per Person (by OCTOBER 20, 2022)
$25.00 Per Person (after OCTOBER 20, 2022)

District No. ________

Amount of Check: _____________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________
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Around the Department—Franklin Post 75 hosts Quilts of Valor
Saturday, July 9, 2022, Edward L. Grant Post 75 of Franklin MA hosted a Quilts of Valor event at The Enclave of Franklin Assisted Living Facility. Our Chaplain, Bob Markunis, spearheaded the effort to have the
event at The Enclave since most of the resident veterans were unable to travel to events held elsewhere.
Members of the Quilts of Valor, lead by Massachusetts coordinator Theresa Perreault, presented the quilts
individually to 12 veterans in residence. Also in attendance from Post 75 were 1 st Vice-Commander Richard
Hynes, 2nd Vice-Commander John Hefele, Adjutant Bruce Watkins and his wife Eileen. Guest speakers were
Massachusetts State Representative Jeffrey Roy and Franklin Veterans Services Assistant Debra Martin.
Chaplain Markunis was the Master of Ceremonies.
Information about the Quilts of Valor can be found here: https://www.qovf.org/
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Around the Department—S.A.L. National Commanders Visit

Thank You Worcester Red Sox and Richard Smalley of Vernon Hill Squadron 435.
Sons of The American Legion National Commander Michael Fox was introduced
during the pregame at the Worcester Red Sox home game Thursday August 4,
2022, against the Durham Bulls.
Joe Bradlee, Vice President Baseball Operations/Community Relations presented
Commander Fox with a WooSox game jersey.
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Around the Department — S.A.L. National Commander's Visit

Sons of The American Legion National Commander Michael Fox signing the first issued
2022-2023 SAL membership for Bunker Hill Squadron 26 new member William T. Farrell
son of the USS Constitution Commander Billie J. Farrell

Flying Flags for Heroes Event - Worcester County Memorial Cemetery
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Around the Department

S.A.L. National Commander reads the Code of Conduct at the
start of the final game of the Northeast Regional Championships
at Finton Field Holy Cross, Worcester, MA
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Around the Department— National Convention

PNC John P. “Jake” Comer administers the Oath of Office to our New National Commander Vincent J.
“Jim” Troiola

Commander Sally Nay Seconds the nomination of Jim Troiola for National Commander

Look for the special edition of VETS NEWS for more picture of the Convention
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Around the Department— National Convention
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Around the Department— National Convention

Robert Bosworth editor and publisher of the Quincy Sun with National Commander receiving The
American Legion Patriot Award

Congratulations to Sgt Katherine Chousa of the 211th MP Battalion MANG. For earning American
Legion National Spirit of Service Award. For her outstanding dedication to selfless service in the
community.
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Calendar

9/10/2022

11:00 AM

Membership Meeting

Southwick Post 338
46 Powder Mill Rd, Southwick, MA

9/10/2022

1:00 PM

Department Executive Committee Meeting

Southwick Post 338

10/15/2022 12:00 PM

District 3 Appreciation Day

Chicopee Center Post 452
43 Exchange St, Chicopee, MA

10/16/2022

Appreciation Day Robert Jerdan

TBD

11/12/22

9:00 AM

Family Training Day

Vernon Hill Post 435
267 Providence Street
Worcester, MA

11/26/22

11:00 AM

Membership Meeting/DEC

Best Western Royal Plaza
Marlboro, MA

11/26/22

5:00 PM

Department Commander’s Testimonial

Best Western Royal Plaza
Marlboro, MA

2023 Membership Standing as of August 2022 Next Target 50% by 9/14/2022
District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1

BERKSHIRE

1330

716

53.83%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

1357
2622
4814
4228
2659
1202
2751
2990

703
1111
2236
1775
1065
512
1183
1180

51.81%
42.37%
46.45%
41.98%
40.05%
42.60%
43.00%
39.46%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

4100

1762

42.98%

425
2056

339
654

79.76%
31.81%

30,534

13,236

43.35%

297 CAPITOL HILL
462 HEADQUARTERS
National Quota
Page 35

Membership

Membership – Did you Know?
An American Legion Auxiliary member’s dues are made up of three portions, representing the three
levels of our organization — national, department (state), and unit. The dues amount listed on your renewal
notice is a total of these three portions. Membership dues are paid annually and can be paid directly to your
unit or by calling ALA National Headquarters at (317) 569-4570, or by logging in to your profile on the national website at www.ALAforVeterans.org and paying your dues online. The Auxiliary membership year is
January 1 to December 31. Members pay dues prior to the start of the upcoming membership year, and
many units start collecting dues six months in advance.
Membership Committee 2022-2023

Auxiliary Membership (2023)
No. of
Units

Name

2023
Goal

Present
District
No. Quota
Membership Percentage
Units

1

4

BERKSHIRE

200

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

9
12
26
27
11
7
12
13

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

274
356
1092
928
381
143
597
293

18
11
8
21
7
1
13
11

10
462

13
1

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE
HEADQUARTERS
TOTAL

847
273
5,384

99
2
5,193
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Achievements
Membership. The SAL membership report from Aug. 11 showed that 18 detachments had surpassed the 105 percent
membership goal. Thirty-seven detachments have reached the 100 percent membership goal for this year. The SAL
stands at 360,618 members, which is 101.09 percent of our membership goal for 2022.
As we see our membership rolls increase in the wake of the pandemic, it’s a testament to all of you who got out there
and spread the word on what the SAL can do for our veterans, military families and our communities. Thank you for
renewing your own SAL membership; thank you to those who joined or rejoined the SAL; and may you continue to
encourage those who are eligible for membership in the SAL to join our great organization.

Donations. The SAL continues to be the biggest supporter of the Child Welfare Foundation, and we surpassed $9 million in total donations to CWF this year. I look forward to seeing the SAL hit the $10 million mark in CWF donations,
and beyond.
I also want to thank those of you who participated in the 100 Miles for Hope Challenge. It’s such a great way to improve your own fitness while supporting our disabled veterans and military families. I hope we’ll see even greater participation next year.
And as always, kudos to those of you who selflessly volunteer countless hours in VA centers and elsewhere to help our
veterans. Thank you so much.
Flying Flags for Heroes. My commander’s project this year was Flying Flags for Heroes, aimed at placing 1 million flags
on veterans’ graves in local cemeteries nationwide. We shattered that goal! At last count, we were at over 1.8 million
flags placed. I am amazed and grateful for your support in this, and I hope this will continue so that no veteran’s grave
goes without recognition.

2021 S.A.L. Membership Standings as of August 2022
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District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1
2
3
4
5

BERKSHIRE
FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX

180
257
310
920
1130

192
261
361
978
1227

106.67%
101.56%
116.45%
106.30%
108.58%

6

NORFOLK

860

935

108.72%

7
8
9

SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

137
347
227

141
385
253

102.92%
110.95%
111.45%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

608

649

106.74%

Capital Hill

10

11

110.00%

National Goal

5074

5393

106.29%
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***SAVE THE DATE*** The Women Veterans’ Network is excited to host its first #womenveteransfamilyday. Stay tuned
for more information. There will be something for everyone.

Page 39

Page 40

Page 41

“Still Serving America”
THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts
E-Legionnaire

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide-lines for submissions.

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net
Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.
2021-2022 Officers

Commander
Sally Nay
Sr. Vice Commander
Sandra Davis
Vice Commanders
Lisa McPhee
Nelson Blake
Scott Connor

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. •
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include photos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-ded in the article) as high resolution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding captions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.
• E-mail

everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify anything with you.

Historian
Robert Jerdan
Executive Committee Women
Cindy Lacoste
Sergeant-at-Arms
Robert Derosuers
National Executive Committeeman
Michael Davis
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Jodie Pajak
Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Paul Prefontaine

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:
Send your email address to: deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f
macdonald53@comcast.net.
Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.
The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133
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The American Legion Media Alliance
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The American Legion Department of Massachusetts

