
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander’s Corner     

June 2020 

T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

 

Well, normally I would be 

writing about all the things 

we are planning to do in June 

in support of our veterans 

and our community as well 

as getting exited about all 

the upcoming great weather 

and our Department Conven-

tion in Plymouth, preparing 

to turn over the mantel to 

our incoming officers  – but 

this year it is a little different, 

(ok- a lot different!). Were 

still providing support where 

we can but on a very modi-

fied level. It is not news to 

anyone that we’re all in an 

odd form of stasis and our 

old normal ways are impact-

ed. But often times of crisis, 

tragedy and particularly this 

pandemic has given us pause 

to reflect on what we have 

been doing currently and the 

things we’ve done in the 

past. We have time to reeval-

uate where we go from here. 

This pause in all our lives 

most definitely has tested 

our metal and from what I 

can see in our American Le-

gion Family here in Massa-

chusetts is, we are doing ex-

tremely well and as we are 

still making it happen even 

with all the challenges and 

limitations we are undergo-

ing at this time. As we are 

entering June, we still must 

keep doing what we can to 

maintain ‘normalcy’ and that 

includes taking care of our 

post everlasting grounds.  
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T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

Unfortunately, we will not 

be having our annual Me-

morial Day programs as we 

have come to know them, 

instead finding creative 

ways to reflect what Memo-

rial Day represents in one 

way or another   remember-

ing those who have fallen 

with honor and courage. 

We are contending with lots 

of interim changes such as 

the cancellation of many 

events for us and the larger 

American Legion Family. 

Legion Baseball and Youth 

Cadet Law are the latest 

that have been canceled for 

this year. Although disap-

pointing these temporary 

changes are, it just allows 

posts to assess and see 

where they can help others 

in this time of pandemic, 

and those posts who have  
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 Commander’s Corner (Continued) 

the ability are stepping up for their fellow Legion Family members and their community at large. Such examples are found in 

our New England Family who have been making and donating facial masks, volunteering to help with drive up food pantries for 

those in need. And of course, the wonderful things about this is the helping spirit isn’t just found at the post we have many 

members who are scattered throughout our communities stepping up to help others. 

We still are just as serious about our veterans and their families in their time of need or when we can help honor them. This 

past month our Riders from the Chicopee Post 275 stepped up to help honor our Holyoke Solders Home veterans who unfortu-

nately continue to report to post everlasting before there time. 

I certainly would be remiss if I didn’t report that we recently lost two outstanding legionnaires, Comrade Bob Johnson our De-

partment Oratorical Chairman, Dist. 5 Adjutant and Past Dist. 5 Commander and Comrade Alvan T. Fuller Past Dept. Command-

er (82-83), Past Dist. 9 Commander and Past National Emblem Sales Representative, both served multiple roles in the Legion 

Family and will be greatly missed. 

Life as we know it has changed dramatically since the World Pandemic of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) has come to the United 

States. Since March the Federal Government and State Governments have implemented rules and regulations and suggestions 

that have dramatically affected everyone.  

We have not seen an event that has affected the economy and the people of the US as dramatically since WW II. Part of what 

we do as Legionnaires is to “preserve the memories and incidents of our associations in all wars”. 

Let’s at least stay focused on what this month is all about – our veterans who have given the ultimate sacrifice.  It is ALL about 

them!  Please take the time to say a prayer for the families of our veterans who have passed on, either while on active duty, 

retired and/or disabled.   

On a lighter note:  As we are all aware, Coronavirus mitigation has been the order of the day. Handwashing, social distancing, 

the wearing of face masks, and stay-at-home orders have become the norm. Spending more time in the house has led to a new 

awakening for some of us not accustomed to a partial lockdown in our Home-Sweet-Home cellblocks. This is especially so for 

the dog and cat owners who are learning intimate details about life from their house pet’s perspective. The most mundane of 

events can cause ears to perk up (or twitch) and tails to wag. The more time we spend watching our pets the easier it becomes 

to mimic their behavior. Who knew it is so easy to fixate on watching a squirrel steal seed from a bird feeder? Or how about the 

luxury of getting up for breakfast and then immediately taking a cat nap? And who would have thought that looking out the 

window and watching another human simply walking up the street is worth barking over? Or that hearing the familiar sound of 

an approaching mail truck is almost cause for celebration. And who knew that their incessant paw licking is our pet’s ingenious 

way of reminding us to wash our hands more often? Now We Know.   

Whether you are newly working from home (or already retired), the extended hours in the house are conducive to making 

phone calls. Thank you to all who have made calls during our ongoing Buddy Checks to our members. To date, hundreds of calls 

have been made to check on the welfare of these American heroes. As evidenced by our feedback from these veterans and 

their family members, these buddy check phone calls are an enormous benefit during these particularly difficult times. The day 

after I left a voice mail for one of our members, I received this text message:  “Thank you for your kind call. Thanks to God, we 

are fine. Thank you again for reaching out and may God continue to Bless us all”. 

In closing, let us pray for those most affected by COVID-19:  those stricken or killed by this insidious virus, and their families. 

Also pray for our military, our first responders, and medical personnel who risk their lives daily for all the rest of us, as well as 

the food growers and production workers, grocery retailers, and the transporters who bring us our sustenance.  
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 Post Everlasting 

PDC  Alvan T. Fuller 

PDVC HENRY (HANK) DECOTEAU  

HENRY (HANK) DECOTEAU Wales/Naples, FL-Henry(Hank) Decoteau, passed away unexpectedly Thursday, April 2, 2020. He 

entered the United States Air Force at the age of 18 and as he promised his father, completed twenty years and retired. His 

military service took him to Korea, Vietnam, and Germany. Hank was a Massachusetts department vice commander in the 

American Legion. He was a member of Vineyard Haven American Legion Post 257. 

PDVC John Ward 

John Joseph Ward, 86, formerly of Pittsfield and Lanesboro passed away on May 17, 2020 at Devonshire 

Estates, in Lenox, MA.  Born in Valhalla, town of Mount Pleasant , NY on August 18, 1933, to the late 

Charles and Mary Gibbons Ward.  

He attended Pittsfield schools and went on to serve with the United States Air Force during the Korean 

War. He also served with the National Guard for over 20 years. 

 

He was a Massachusetts American Legion Department Vice Commander.  H worked for the Pittsfield School 

system as a senior custodian. He was an active member of the American Legion for 52 years. 

 

PD5C Robert Johnson 
Captain Robert (Bob) Carroll Johnson, a long time Groton resident, died unexpectedly on May 17, 2020, 

at the age of 66. 

Bob was born April 10, 1954, in Albuquerque, New Mexico to Mary Pat (Carroll) and Eric W. Johnson. His 

family lived several places in upstate New York, then moved to Burlington, Vermont during his high 

school years.  

Bob proudly attended the Air Force Academy in Colorado, graduating in 1976, and then served as a pilot 

in the US Air Force for 8 years.  

Long active in the American Legion, Bob was the adjutant of Post 55 in Groton and District 5 in Eastern 

Massachusetts and the chair of the state American Legion Oratorical Contest. He was a past commander of both Post 55 and 

District 5. He enthusiastically helped out with their activities in various ways. 

Alvan T. Fuller, 94 of New Bedford died May 19, 2020 at Philip Hulitar Hospice after a brief ill-
ness. 
He was the husband of the late Bernice E. (Hardy) Fuller. 
Born in New Bedford, son of the late Harry and Ella (Wood) Fuller, he lived in New Bedford all of 
his life. 
Mr. Fuller was formerly employed at Quaker Fabrics for many years. 
He served in the U.S. Army during World War II and was an active member of American Legion 
Post 1. 
Survivors include his 2 sons, Gordon T. Fuller of New Bedford and Scott A. Fuller and his wife 
Robin of Dartmouth; 2 brothers, Warren Fuller of New Bedford and Norman Fuller of Dartmouth; 
a sister, Marjorie Fuller of Maryland; 3 grandchildren, Jaime Lush, Zachary Fuller and his fiancée 
Kristen Lavin and Quinn Fuller; 5 great-grandchildren; a great-great-granddaughter; and several 
nieces and nephews. 
He was the grandfather of the late Renee Rozell and the brother of the late Donald Fuller, Harry 
Fuller, Robert Fuller, Ruth Fuller and Barbara Golas.  
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James W. Oxford, National Commander of The American Legion 

Our country has faced many challenges in the century since The American Legion was founded. 
The Great Depression, World War II and 9/11 come quickly to mind as times that forever changed 
America. But the COVID-19 pandemic has been as unique as it is daunting. 

This isn’t an enemy you can simply destroy with military superiority. It isn’t a disaster area that can 
be rebuilt with truckloads of supplies from our posts or grants provided by our National Emergen-
cy Fund. It is a public health threat the likes of which we have not seen since the influenza out-
break of 1918. 

Social distancing, stay-at-home requirements and quarantines have led us to cancel major national 
gatherings and programs of The American Legion. Those decisions were difficult and easy – difficult because we know the value 
of these outstanding youth programs and the work that goes into planning events, and easy because we place an even greater 
value on the health and safety of our participants and their families. 

It’s impossible to know what direction the coronavirus curve will take by the time this issue of The American Legion Maga-
zine reaches your mailbox. The worst of the crisis may be over or still lie ahead.  

However, I am confident that The American Legion will continue to be a leader in communities across the nation and around the 
world. In Bethlehem, Conn., Post 146 collected critical supplies such as masks, gloves and disinfectant wipes for health-care 
workers. In Austintown, Ohio, Post 301 provided food for 200 families. In Two Harbors, Minn., Post 109 conducted “Enhanced 
Buddy Checks,” including daily morale calls, shopping trips and prescription pick-ups to protect veterans who are high risk should 
they contract COVID-19. Whether it’s offering drive-through meals to local residents or hosting Red Cross blood drives, American 
Legion posts are mobilizing for America. 

The coronavirus has badly damaged the U.S. economy. Unemployment has skyrocketed and businesses are struggling to survive. 
Nevertheless, I draw inspiration from our organization’s history, how The American Legion responded during some of America’s 
most difficult times. In the earliest days of the Great Depression, Post 81 in New Jersey served more than 14,000 free meals in 
just over a year. Posts in Memphis, Tenn., provided food, clothing and fuel to more than 12,000 people in need. Hundreds of oth-
er posts did the same. 

By the time the crisis ends, this generation of Legionnaires will prove to be worthy successors to this legacy of serving America 
and its people. 

In his 1933 inaugural address, President Franklin D. Roosevelt described the trials ahead. “Our greatest primary task is to put 
people to work,” he said. “This is no unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part by 
direct recruiting by the government itself, treating the task as we would treat the emergency of war, but at the same time, 
through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of our natural resources.” 

Today, The American Legion’s response to a beleaguered and hurting America is the same as it has always been: “At your ser-
vice!” 
 
Building a foundation for the future 

 

James W. “Bill” Oxford 
National Commander 
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 Auxiliary President Coral Mae Grout 

Hello Everyone! 

 

Amid the Covid19 interference, the Department of Massachusetts American Legion 
Auxiliary members have continued their efforts across our Department (and beyond) 
for veterans, enlisted, families and our communities.  I wish I could write a note to 
every Unit member to share my appreciation for the hard work this past year. 

 

Our Department has joined others in holding virtual meetings.  They have worked well.  I plan to contin-
ue these meetings in this format until everyone can be assured of their safety.  So, our next meeting will 
be held in mid-June.  I suggest that Districts and Units consider using, Zoom, Team, or Free Conference 
Call.com to ensure the continuity of your business.  If you’re not sure as to how to accomplish this, give 
me a call.  There are Unit members across the Department with the ability to set you up.  It’s really easy. 

 

Although Memorial Day ceremonies weren’t held in the usual way this year, that didn’t stop the Ameri-
can Legion Family from remembering.  I saw more flags at homes this year than I ever remember in the 
past.  Members wearing poppy masks were seen decorating graves.  And, our own members created 
them.  Past Department President Maggie Roy and others ran with this memorable and beautiful project.   

 

Because the National and Department Conventions are not being held this year for The American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of the American Legion, present officers are expected to remain in 
their positions until the next election.  We all need to rise from this pandemic and continue to support 
our Mission in the safest ways possible.  Please be positive!  Don’t throw in the towel and look into drop-
ping your charter.  That will only decrease what can be offered to those we serve.  Elderly members can 
collect soup labels and donate them to schools.  Homebound members can help with making poppies.  
Everyone can hang a flag somewhere in the house, even if it is a small flag on your kitchen table.  Do 
something for children, such as donating to a local program.  Again, with homebound members, volun-
teering can be done in the home by collating items, doing something helpful on the typewriter or com-
puter, or by picking up the phone and checking on veterans, members, and elderly.   

 

Dates to remember in June:  Flag Day is June 14th.  Hang your flag, donate old flags to your Post for prop-
er disposal, read up about the meaning of Flag Day.  And, remember to keep track of the things you do 
every day as most of them can be reported. 

    Father’s Day is June 21st.  Send a Father’s Day card 
to a veteran.  Spend time with your father/grandfather.  Remember, our Family 
comes first! 

 

Coral May Grout 

Department President 
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 Membership—DSVC Tony Dias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello ladies and gentlemen this is Tony Dias Senior Vice Commander membership chairman.  I hope every-
one is doing well during these trying times.  These are very trying times’ many of you as myself know 
someone acquainted with someone who has contracted this disease and unfortunately some have passed 
away to those loved ones. 

I send my best to you. Hopefully soon we see the light at the end of the tunnel to bring this country for-
ward. As a soldier we train to meet the enemy, we can see them, we can hear them, we can smell them, 
but this is an enemy that is silent and deadly. We must try to be patient .  You Are Not Alone we are all in 
this fight together . 

I would like to congratulate all 10 districts in the state of Massachusetts.  The District Commanders and 
the post commanders have really stepped up to the plate.  Membership is the best it's ever been in many, 
many years.   In the beginning of the season we had a goal of trying to increase the post level by at least 
1,500 new members and as of now we have successfully transferred 1685 members from Post 462 the 
holding post into a post home . 

I'd like to announce a special congratulations to District 10 Commander Richard Cameron who has quali-
fied for the Race-to-the-Top from National in third place with 103% membership!   As a whole the depart-
ment of Massachusetts is 20th Place in the nation for membership we have a 4 districts with over 100% 
membership these type of numbers do not come without some hard work.   I would like to thank all those 
that came out for revitalization programs in District 1, 2, 3 and 10 that we were able to complete this year. 
I feel as though we would have been able to do much better if it was not for this coronavirus 19 that 
stopped us dead in our tracks.  We had the momentum going forward to make this a banner year. 

Special thanks to Commander Paul Romanelli And Senior Vice Carl Pedro From District 9 who did not just 
worry about their own District but went to other districts at their revitalization programs and lended a 
helping hand.  This is the type of teamwork that it takes to make a department successful  

Department Commander Jodie Pajak,  Vice Commanders Sallie Nay, Steve Souza and and Executive Com-
mitteewoman Lisa McPhee I thank you for all your support and help 

Department Senior Vice Anthony Dias. 
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 2020 Membership Awards 

 

2019-2020 MEMBERSHIP AWARDS WINNERS 

CATEGORY I (400 & Above) 

1st  PFC EDWARD A. RIBEIRO PLYMOUTH POST 40 103.20% 

2nd  CLARK-HADDAD SANDWICH POST 188 101.60% 

CATEGORY II (301-399) 

1st  LT. WARREN S. HATHAWAY SOMERSET POST 228 101.80%  

2nd  NONE 

CATEGORY III (251-300) 

NONE 

1st   

2nd   

CATEGORY IV (201-250) 

1st DUXBURY POST 223 118.01% 

2nd LEOMINSTER POST 151 109.73% 

CATEGORY V (151-200) 

1ST MILLICAN-MACKENZIE BURLINGTON POST 273 120.23% 

2ND SIMEON L. NICKERSON MIDDLEBOROUGH POST 64 112.70% 

CATEGORY VI (100-150) 

1ST NEW BEDFORD POST 1 126.09% 

2ND JOSSELYN-CUMMINGS HANOVER POST 149 116.35% 

CATEGORY VII (15-99) 

1ST MASS ALL NURSES/MEDICAL BOSTON POST 296 190.91% 

2ND LT. HAROLD A. HEALY NORTON POST 222 156.92% 

 

Note:  Category is determined  by your membership strength at the start of the membership year. 
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 Race to the Top 
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 Space Force 
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 Changes in the Department 

At the May 28 Department Executive Committee (Zoom) Meeting the following leadership changes were 

voted and or approved, effective 1 July 2020 

Department Treasure Robert Burke—Resigned 

DVC Stephen Souza—Resigned as Department Vice Commander appointed as the Depart-

ment Treasurer. 

DECW Lisa McPhee—Resigned as Department Executive Committee Women elected De-

partment Vice Commander replacing Stephen Souza. 

D3ECM Brian Tidland—Resigned as District 3 Executive Committee Member  

D3AECM Robert Mackay—Appointed as District Three Executive Committee Member—

Replacing Brian Tidland 

D7ECM Neysa Wright—Resigned as District Seven Executive Committee Members elected 

Department Executive Committee Woman replacing Lisa McPhee. 

D7AECM Carla Nelson—Appointed as District Seven Executive Committee Member replac-

ing Neysa Wright. 

         (INDIANAPOLIS—May 28, 2020) – The head of the nation’s largest veterans organization praised a 
tweet by President Trump today indicating that federal orders for members of the National Guard would be 
extended through the middle of August. 

The tweet comes just eight days after The American Legion called for an extension, which would en-
title certain National Guard members to additional home loan, education and retirement benefits since 
their federal orders would now exceed 90 days. 

“We know that the coronavirus emergency will not suddenly end at 89 days,” American Legion Na-
tional Commander James W. “Bill” Oxford said. “Yet thousands of outstanding men and women of the Na-
tional Guard left their homes and risked their lives in response to this emergency. From cleaning nursing 
homes to delivering supplies, the National Guard has been a national treasure. The American Legion wel-
comes the president’s tweet indicating his plans to extend the Title 32 orders, which would enable these 
heroes to accumulate benefits that they have certainly earned.” 

The president’s tweet stated “The men and women of the National Guard have been doing a great 
job fighting the Coronavirus. This week, I will extend their Title 32 orders through mid-August, so they can 
continue to help States succeed in their response and recovery efforts.” 

          

Media contacts: Indianapolis:  John Raughter (317) 630-1350, jraughter@legion.org; Washington: Paul Harris (202) 263-2991, 
pharris@legion.org 

The American Legion welcomes Trump tweet on National Guard extension 

mailto:jraughter@legion.org
mailto:pharris@legion.org
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 Consolidated Post Reports 

Comrade’s June 1, 2020 is just a few days away, and how is the Department of  Massachusetts do-

ing on the Consolidated Post Report, you may ask.  As of May 22, 2020 we have 57 posts who have turned 

in a CPR which is only 20% of the 293 post’s in the Department.  The deadline for reporting to National on 

the CPR is July 1, 2020. That gives us approximately 30 days to get the other 236 posts to submit a CPR. 

As far as National the total number of posts submitting a CPR are 3396 or 27% of all Department’s 

of THE AMERICAN LEGION. A little closer to home the Northeast Region has  posts and 600 submitted a 

CPR which is 21%. As these figures tell you, we are going to have bad numbers for this year 2019-2020.  

Due to the virus from China, the COVID-19 PANDEMICK  a lot of us had to put our lives on hold. A 

lot of programs that THE AMERICAN LEGION is responsible for had to be cancelled during the past few 

months. What that means in effect is that the numbers that the Commander has to report to Congress 

and the President and the American people, are going to be so much smaller than usual. 

To soften the impact of these numbers it would be great if the Commander could say that THE 

AMERICAN LEGION had 100% participation of the Consolidated Post Report from all Departments of THE 

AMERICAN LEGION.. Due to the virus a lot of things  that would have bee done by this time, are way be-

hind schedule. But we will get er done that’s okay because of our motto,   “CAN DO”.   We will get it done 

A few Adjutant’s have told me they sent out letter’s and e-mails to all  posts in their district.  The 

problem with this is that “because of the COVID – 19   virus a lot of posts are closed and locked up. In or-

der to get the word out to all the posts in your district a phone call may be he the only way to contact an 

individual is to call and have a discussion with him/her. 

A conversation on how they are dealing with the virus, then mention the reports still have to be 

submitted, especially the Consolidated Post Report and the dead line date to National has to be in before 

July 1, 2020, don’t,  wait submit before July 1, 2020.  

 No one knows what the future may bring, I may have looked into my crystal ball when I wrote, on 

April, 2019 a paragraph in that letter states,   “Our By-Laws state, that the District Executive Committee-

man or his designee shall make an annual inspection of each Post in the District.“  When you know some-

one is going to evaluate a post, while filling out the Post Analysis form, ask what the post does in support 

of our four pillars. Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Defense, Children & Youth and Americanism. 

Ask the evaluating officer to keep notes on what the post does”. 

If you have difficulty in getting in touch with a post, wouldn’t it be great if the notes were available.  

So you could fill out a  CPR report for any post, in your  District.  

The Consolidated Post Report, runs from June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020 and has to be the Depart-

ment Adjutant’s office by June 15, 2020 and in National’s office by July1,2020.   There is still time to get it 

done, so lets buckle up and pedal to the metal.    Can Do 

Yours in Comradeship CPR Chairman,  PC Fred J White 
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 Legislation—Washington Conference—Commanders Testimony 

VA recruitment and retention  
 
A 2019 VA Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
report surveyed medical facility directors to 
determine the extent of severe occupational 
staffing shortages that exist at Veterans 
Health Administration (VHA) medical facili-
ties.  
 
The Sept. 30, 2019, report detailed the fol-
lowing findings:  
 
Medical center directors reported wide-

spread severe shortages in many occupa-

tions throughout VHA.  

A lack of qualified applicants and non-competitive salaries were the two most commonly cited reasons for 

severe staffing shortages.  

Although the numbers of reported severe shortages across facilities declined from last year, the reasons 

for these shortages did not change.  

The OIG report also found that 96 percent of VHA facilities show at least one severe occupational short-
age as of end of 2018, and 39 percent of facilities noted at least 20 severe occupational staffing shortages.  
 

The American Legion understands that recruiting highly skilled health-care professionals to fill vacancies 
at VA facilities is an ambitious undertaking, given resources and regulatory constraints. Recruitment and 
retention solutions can be achieved, many without additional legislative action, to provide full staffing of 
top health-care professionals.  

WHAT CAN CONGRESS DO?  

• Pass legislation addressing the recruitment and retention challenges VA has regarding pay dispari-

ties among physicians and medical specialists who are providing direct health care to veterans.  

• Monitor VHA’s plan of action to address the underlying causes of severe occupational staffing short-

ages.  
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 Editorial—John Lenotte, PDC 

These times are certain to live in our memories for some time.   I thought being shut in during the North-
east blizzard of 1978 was bad!   Soon we will be able to look back and talk about how we made it through 
this difficult time.   It has been a very strange month of May with no events for Armed Forces Day or for 
Memorial Day.    Like most of you, we took time to remember our family and friends who are no longer 
with us.   And prayed for the medical personnel and first responders who are truly in the midst of this pan-
demic.   Let us not forget them when this virus has gone away. 
 
This Memorial Day weekend has been the most solemn for us in quite some time.   As I looked around in 
our neighborhood, there were several homes with the US Flag flying, a few had some patriotic decorations.   
Recognizing that it has now been 19 years since the terror attacks of 9/11, the difference is still dramatic 
even with the virus issue.     
 
Back in 2001, there were so many more flags being flown, homes decorated with patriotic banners.   Grant-
ed that it was a different crisis and we have basically a whole new generation born since that fateful day.   
We have become more divided.   It is politics, it is media hype.   Most of all, it is you and me.   ALL Ameri-
cans need to look in the mirror and recognize that this is one nation.  OUR nation.   Not a nation of Demo-
crats, Republicans or Independents.  We have this wonderful document called the US Constitution.   It gives 
us so many rights and privileges that we too often take for granted.    That is why there are still people 
from all around the world that want to come here to live and work.    Let us be thankful for what we have. 
 
On a brighter note, let’s look forward to a couple of things.   June 14th is Flag Day.   We need to get out and 
let Old Glory wave high!   And July 4th will be right around the corner.   Celebrate being in the United 
States of America.    It appears that we will have some form of professional baseball this summer.  Unfortu-
nately there is no American Legion Baseball.   We should still remember that some of our greatest ball play-
ers started on Legion teams.  Names like: Ted Williams, Yogi Berra, Jim Rice, Carl Yastrzemski and Greg 
Maddux. 
 
Be safe, be healthy and May God Bless America. 
 
John Lenotte, Past Commander, Department of MA; Past District 8 Essex County Commander, Past Com-
mander Post 4 Haverhill MA.   I may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com 
 



 

 

Page 14 

 Massachusetts Spring Sweepstakes 
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 Baseball Scholarship 

 

NOTE:  Even though the Baseball Season has been canceled due to corona virus the scholarship is still available to any returning 

senior who would have been playing Legion Baseball This year 
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 National News 

American Legion Riders (ALR) - A conference call took place on May 20, 2020, to discuss alternative fundraising for 
the Legacy Scholarship Fund and Veterans and Children's Endowment Fund.  The Chairman(s) of Marketing and ALR 
were on the call with national staff.    

  

The National Emergency Fund (NEF) - January 1 – December 31, 2019 we granted $88,845 to 37 members and sev-
en posts in emergency assistance.  To date the total disbursement for 2020 NEF grants is $58,395 which was distrib-
uted to 17 members and six posts.    

  

Consolidated Post Report (CPR) - We now have reports from 3,396 of our 12,637 American Legion posts that have 
submitted their data for an average completion rate of 27%.  

  

National American Legion College Alumni Association (NALCAA) – The NALCAA is conducting a fundraising chal-
lenge between the National American Legion College classes through May 31st. In the first two weeks of the chal-
lenge, 57 donors have contributed $3,925 to The American Legion Veterans & Children Foundation.  The class rais-
ing the most in donations will be honored with a banner on the NALC Facebook group and first in buffet line privi-
leges during the next NALCAA banquet.    

 
The Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. Boy Scout Trophy Reminder 

The Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. Boy Scout Trophy is awarded annually to The American Legion department having ren-
dered the most outstanding support to its program for the Boy Scouts of America during the reporting period of 
August 1 – July 31. The award is based on the number of troops organized, strength of existing troops and general 
welfare of the Scout movement under Legion sponsorship within a department.  Each department seeking consider-
ation for the 2020 Belgrano Trophy must submit a written report to the Americanism Division at National Headquar-
ters with a narrative description and substantiating evidence relating to the department's Scouting efforts and ac-
complishments for the reporting period of August 1, 2019 – July 31, 2020.  The design and length of the narrative is 
at the discretion of the department – the intention is to provide the selection committee information other than 
statistics to consider when determining the winning department.  To receive consideration for the 2020 award year, 
submissions must arrive to the Americanism Division no later than August 7, 2020.  Submissions may be scanned 
and emailed to Americanism@legion.org or mailed to American Legion National Headquarters, Attn:  Americanism 
Division – Belgrano Trophy. 

 

American Legion Oratorical  

The American Legion Oratorical Rules brochure for 2021 now is available on the Legion website at https://
www.legion.org/oratorical/resources or www.legion.org/publications. The updated Rules brochure contains the 
assigned topics for 2021, which may also be found at https://www.legion.org/oratorical/topics. 

 
 
 

mailto:Americanism@legion.org
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/resources
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/resources
http://www.legion.org/publications
https://www.legion.org/oratorical/topics
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 Around the Department  

Dover Legion Post 209 Food Drive: 

Members of Dover American Legion Post 209 recently 
launched a food drive to benefit local food agencies, in-
cluding St. Thomas Church in Millis and the Norwood 
Food Pantry. 

Organizer Lauren F. Dutton said nonperishable food 
items and toiletries are being collected (nothing outdat-
ed, torn or dented, please). 

 

The drive started about two weeks ago in response to the 
coronavirus outbreak. However, Dutton said the drive will 
go “indefinitely.” 

“There is always a need to help families that need it,” she 
said. 

Donations may be dropped off daily from 4-7 p.m. at the 

Legion’s front door; post members check and collect the 

District 2 Cancels Testimonial Banquet 

Dear Post Commanders/Auxiliary Presidents: 

We are sorry to have to “Cancel” the Testimonial Banquet for District 2 Commander Leo Barber and Dis-

trict 2 Director Deb Barber was scheduled for Sunday June 14th, 2020 at 1 p.m. at the Orange American 

Legion Post 172, 40 Daniel Shays Hwy., Orange Ma. 01364.     

Anyone that has already paid will be issued a refund of their tickets. Please either call or e-mail me for a 

refund at: debbie_barber2002@yahoo.com or my cell # {978} 939-3396.  

We want to thank all that have supported us this year and look forward to a productive year once we are 

able to return to a normal routine.  

We look forward to being able to see all our Friends again and thank you for your support and under-

standing. 

Leo Barber District 2 Commander 

Deb Barber District 2 Director  

mailto:debbie_barber2002@yahoo.com
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 World War I Veteran’s Granddaughter Donates American Legion  

Uniform to MA Post 228 

Joan Felix, Somerset resident and the granddaughter of World War I veteran Jo-

seph T. Martin, who passed away in 1971, donated his American Legion uniform 

to Post 228 of Somerset, Massachusetts. 

Martin was a member of the post. Felix believes he became one not long after 

his return from serving in World War I. The family never discussed her grandfa-

ther's service. Nor did they speak about his time in the American Legion. She 

didn't have much information.  

She found the uniform during a cleanup project she decided to tackle, like many 

Americans staying home due to the current Corona Virus pandemic. “It was in a 

zippered garment bag hanging there with some of my clothes I hadn’t looked at 

in years,” she said.  

When she saw the uniform, she realized it might be an object of interest for today’s veterans. "It's the kind 

of thing you come across, and you don't want to throw out,” Felix said. “I knew I had to find a place for it 

where others who also served would appreciate the uniform. It needed a home.” During her cleanup pro-

ject, she came across two French bibles of which she was determined to find the right place for as well. 

She decided to do a little bit of detective work to find honored places for the items. 

Not being familiar with the different veteran organizations in the community, she found the Legion in a 

roundabout way. She contacted a military friend who was a member of the Veteran of Foreign Wars of the 

United States from the Somerset office, who suggested she contact the American Legion Post 228. 

Felix contacted the Post Commander Steve Souza and told him about the uniform, and he accepted the 

donation. The uniform is the second one given to the Legion from a veteran family member. Post 228 dis-

plays its first uniform, a World War II-era version, proudly in a case for everyone to see in their hall. 

Souza said, “It was a pleasant surprise to receive the 

call and donation.” He added, “We want the communi-

ty to know that our history dates back to World War I. 

It also reminds us of our veterans who served our 

country with a great deal of distinction." Souza men-

tioned the next step is to research Martin's military 

history to learn what awards he received during his 

service. They will then add the earned ribbons or med-

als to Martin’s uniform as part of the preparation for 

its display. According to Souza, Martin more than likely 
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received a World War I Victory Medal, an 

Occupation, and European Medal, but that 

depends where he served.  

May is not only the month of Memorial 

Day, where many Americans honor fallen 

veterans and those who have passed. It is 

also the month The American Legion 

adopted the organization’s official name. 

It’s when their draft preamble and consti-

tution for the group were approved too. 

Congress chartered the American Legion in 

1919 as a patriotic veterans' organization. 

Souza believes the uniform is one of the earliest adopted in 1938. Until that time, there had only been 

some discussion about uniforms. But nothing was established.  It was up to the states to decide on how 

they wanted to proceed with the topic. The Legion's uniform shop, Flag and Emblem, introduced the uni-

form for sale in the 1938 catalog for the first time. 

After donating the family heirloom, Felix surprisingly received an Auxiliary Unit 228 membership. She 

learned more about the American Legion, its purpose, and programs to include the Auxiliary’s role. Post 

Adjutant Lisa Borges explained some of the recent activities of the post. Borges also informed Felix of the 

upcoming June fundraising event, a drive-up chicken dinner.  

Felix was excited to learn about the organization, having just become a member. She knew nothing about 

the American Legion despite living nearby. It was a great experience, and she looks forward to learning 

more. But for her, what mattered most is that her grandfather's uniform is honored. She said, "The uni-

form has found its final resting place now, too." 

Massachusetts Post 228, like all organizations, will resume its activities with the guidance of the state, the 

federal government, and the American Legion Department of Massachusetts.  For more information on 

the June fundraising dinner call Glenn Doup at 774-644-1359. 
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 National Commanders Testimonial 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT 

TO 

 POST, DISTRICT & MEMBERS WHO MAY HAVE ALLREADY 

PURCHASED TICKETS AND ADS TO THE  

NATIONAL COMMANDERS , NATIONAL PRESIDENT &  

SAL NATIONAL COMMANDER VISIT TO MASSACHUSETTS  

ALL TICKET AND AD DONATIONS WILL BE HELD AT THE DEPARTMENT 

FOR THE BANQUET ON  

APRIL 24, 2021 AT THE SAME LOCATION 

IF FOR ANY REASON A POST, DISTRICT OR MEMBER WHO CHOSES TO REQUEST 

THEIR DONATION BACK AT THIS TIME  

PLEASE CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT BY PHONE  

617 727-2966 WITHIN THE NEXT THIRTY (30) DAYS  

AND YOUR DONATION WILL BE REFUNDED 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 1323 1333 100.76% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 1313 1328 101.14% 

3 HAMPDEN 2798 2726 97.43% 

4 WORCESTER 5016 4735 94.40% 

5 MIDDLESEX 4388 4194 95.58% 

6 NORFOLK 2705 2613% 96.60% 

7 SUFFOLK 1290 1284 99.53% 

8 ESSEX 2808 2760 98.29% 

9 BRISTOL 2514 2650 105.41% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 4000 4222 105.55% 

297 CAPITOL HILL 305 344 112.79% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 4263 2326 54.56% 

 National Quota 32,723 30,515 93.25% 

Department Calendar of Events 

2020 Membership Standing as of May 29,2020 

 Target Date 6/17/2020 100% 

Do to Corona Virus there are not any current open events 
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POSTS 
Post 1 New Bedford 

Post 3 Gloucester 
Post 7 Easton 

Post 8 Andover 
Post 10 Fitchburg 
Post 11 Brookline 

Post 16 William E. Carter 
Post 17 John F. Kennedy 

Post 20 Attleboro 
Post 22 Whitman 

Post 23 Salem 
Post 25 Holyoke 

Post 26 JW Conway Bunker Hill 
Post 30 LT. Lawrence J. Flaherty 

Post 32 Marblehead 
Post 35 Brockton 

Post 36 Irving W. Adams 
Post 40 Plymouth 
Post 47 Holliston 

Post 49 North Attleboro 
Post 50 Clinton 
Post 52 Ludlow 

Post 57 Swampscott 
Post 59 Milford 
Post 61 Revere 

Post 64 Middleboro 
Post 68 Pittsfield 
Post 70 Norwood 

Post 71 Provincetown 
Post 72 Wellesley 
Post 75 Franklin 

Post 79 Weymouth 
Post 80 Ipswich 

Post 82 Nantucket 
Post 86 Braintree 

Post 88 Marshfield 
Post 90 Melrose 

Post 91 East Bridgewater 
Post 95 Quincy 

Post 96 Lancaster 
Post 102 Athol 

Post 104 Walpole 
Post 106 Sharon 
Post 107 Natick 

Post 108 Kingston 

Post 112 Abington 
Post 117 Oliver Ames 
   Post 118 Cohasset 
Post 120 Hingham 

Post 123 Ware 
     Post 130 Palmer 

        Post 131 Lynnfield  
Post 138 Spencer 

Post 140 Hull 
Post 143 Pembroke 
Post 144 Scituate 

Post 145 Westport 
Post 147 Rockland 
Post 148 Amherst 
Post 149 Hanover 

Post 150 Newburyport 
Post 151 Leominster 

Post 152 Williamstown 
Post 153 Peabody 
Post 160 Adams 

Post 165 Belmont 
Post 166 Fairhaven 

Post 168 Southampton 
Post 172 Orange 
Post 173 Upton 

Post 180 Danvers 
Post 186 Edgartown 
Post 188 Sandwich 
Post 189 Sterling 

Post 197 Yarmouth 
Post 198 Mansfield 

Post 203 Bridgewater 
Post 206 Barnstable 

Post 215 Nahant 
Post 220 Wareham 

Post 222 Norton 
Post 223 Duxbury 
Post 226 Hanson 

Post 228 Somerset 
Post 230 26th Yankee Division 

Post 231 Essex 
Post 239 Belchertown 

Post 245 Ashfield 
Post 248 Groveland 
Post 253 Chatham 

Post 255 Topsfield 
Post 260 South Hadley Falls 

Post 263 Brimfield 
Post 265 Acushnet 
Post 266 Granby 

Post 273 Burlington 
Post 275 Chicopee Falls 
Post 280 Mattapoisett 

Post 293 East Longmeadow 
Post 296 MA All Nurses/Medical 

Post 298 Housatonic 
Post 302 Rehoboth 
Post 303 Swansea 
Post 306 Paxton 
Post 308 Orleans 

Post 309 Salisbury 
Post 313 North Chelmsford 

319 Greendale 
320 Westwood 

Post 327 Mission Hill 
Post 328 Chinatown 

Post 344 Hatfield 
Post 350 New Marlboro 
Post 351 United Forces 

Post 366 East Chelmsford 
Post 368 Martin F. McDonough 

Post 369 Williams G. Walsh 
Post 373 Baldwinville 

Post 386 East Brookfield 
Post 387 Kingston 
Post 391 Charlton 

Post 397 Victor J. Quaranta 
Post 398 Boylston 

Post 399 LTJG W. M Penny 
Post 411 Millville 

Post 415 Petersham 
Post 420 East Springfield 

Post 425 Freetown 
Post 437 Nabnasset 

Post 422 Marsh 
Post 452 Chicopee Center 

Post 459 Moby Dick 
Post 464 Fall River 

Post 488 Dennis 
Post 500 Taunton 
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 SAL national membership dues increasing June 1 
By Ken George, National SAL Liaison  

As we start wrapping up the 2020 membership year, we had some challenges with the 
pandemic and the cancellation of meetings and events. With cancellations, unfortunately, 
it also brought rumors, speculation, and confusion. Lately, the confusion has been, “When 
does the SAL per capita go into effect, and how much is it?” 

At the 2019 Sons of The American Legion National Convention held in Indianapolis, the del-
egates in attendance at the convention approved Resolution 14, “Amendment to the Na-
tional Constitution of the Sons of The American Legion, Article X, Section 2.” The resolution 

is, in short, a national per capita increase: 

"RESOLVED, That the Sons of The American Legion in National Convention assembled on August 23-25, 
2019, in Indianapolis, Indiana, amend the Constitution of the Sons of The American Legion, Article X, Sec-
tion 2 to read, “The amount of such annual National dues shall be $5.00 per member and shall be payable 
October 20 of each year and for the succeeding year;” and be it further 

"RESOLVED, That the increase take effect on June 1, 2020, with the distribution of the 2021 National Mem-
bership cards, and applied to all membership transmittals received after that date." 

The approved increase raised the national per capita from $2 to $5 annually per member, a $3 increase. 
The $2 per capita has not changed for the last 37 years, since 1981. Like everything else in this world, the 
cost of goods and labor only increases and never decreases; unfortunately, national headquarters is no 
different. 

To put things in perspective, The American Legion raises its per capita for Legionnaires every 7-10 years. 
Since 1981, The American Legion raised their per capita four times to meet the annual cost of living, labor, 
and services. It was long overdue, and only fair the SAL raise their per capita, which will also mean the SAL 
will be a financially self-sustaining program, something that has not occurred for more than a decade. 

Another point of confusion and the second part of the previous question I am asked is, “When does the 
per capita increase start?” From the numerous emails I have received, many members seem to think the 
2021 per capita increase doesn’t go into effect until Jan. 1, 2021. Members are confusing a calendar year 
with a membership year. 

Let’s clarify this, so all SAL members are on the same page. A calendar year runs from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31. The 
SAL membership year runs from July 1 to June 30. This means that after June 1, when detachments start to 
collect membership renewals for the following year, you need to collect $5, not the previous $2. 

This is the bottom line. If you are accepting a membership renewal and handing out a 2021 membership 

card, then you need to make sure your membership dues are adjusted accordingly to reflect the $3 in-

crease in per capita. If you have any questions, please feel free to submit your questions to sal@legion.org. 

 

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Res%2014%20-%20National%20Convention%202019%20-%20CONST%20-%20Dues%20Amount%20Amendment.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/documents/SAL%20Res%2014%20-%20National%20Convention%202019%20-%20CONST%20-%20Dues%20Amount%20Amendment.pdf
mailto:sal@legion.org
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 191 181 94.76% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 292 271 92.81% 

3 HAMPDEN 442 362 81.90% 

4 WORCESTER 982 902 91.85% 

5 MIDDLESEX 1299 1219 93.84% 

6 NORFOLK 859 713 83.00% 

7 SUFFOLK 121 131 108.26% 

8 ESSEX 442 402 90.95% 

9 BRISTOL 250 244 97.60% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 676 595 88.02% 

 Capital Hill 14 9 64.29% 

 TOTAL  5568 5029 90.32% 

2020 Sons of the American Legion Membership Standings as of  May 29, 2020 

S.A.L. Commander 

Hello Everyone , 

First I hope everyone is doing well and staying healthy during these unprecedented times.   
 
On the National level the Sons of The American Legion National Americanism Commission talked about 

judging and scoring for Americanism Awards as well as the History and Scrapbooks on the last conference call. 
Please remember that there is still time for you to submit a book to Detachment for this year’s competition. Histo-
ry and Scrapbooks present a challenge to the Commission for judging this year but please rest assured that the 
commission will get the job done. With the Covid-19 restrictions still in place I know it makes membership and 
collecting dues a challenge. Please reach out if you have members who have not paid for their membership. The 
new membership cards will be here before you know it so try to have everyone caught up to date before they ar-
rive.  

Our Adjutant Cliff Smith is working on compiling the data from the Consolidated Squadron Reports he has re-

ceived. Please remember how important this information is to both the Detachment and the National Organiza-

tion. If you need assistance completing your report please contact us. With the State starting to open back up for 

travel a visit in the very near future is a good possibility or we can also help by way of a video call or phone call. 

Feel free to contact any of the officers for assistance completing this important information. 

My contact information can be found on the SAL Detachment Website which is salmass.org.  Working, together 

we can make a difference in the lives of our Veterans, Their Families, and our Communities.  

Regards, 

Ernie 

Detachment of Massachusetts S.A.L. Commander 2017-2021  

Candidate for Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander (Eastern Region)  
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AMERICAN LEGION POST 228 

 
DRIVE THRU          
BBQ CHICKEN DINNER 

 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20, 2020  2-4 PM 
55 ROOSEVELT AVENUE SOMERSET, MA 
 
TO PLACE YOUR ORDER  
CALL GLENN DOUP AT 774-644-1359 
PLACE AN ORDER NO LATER THAN JUNE 18, 2020    
    
DONATION $15 P.P. 
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Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department 

of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.  

 

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save 

your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to 

make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • 

WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho

tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high reso

lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track 

them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap

tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.  
 

• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help 

us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing 

program.  

 

• E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no 
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next 
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any

thing with you.  

“Still Serving America” 

T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire: 

Send your email address to:  deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f 

macdonald53@comcast.net.   

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service?  Send the Department 

office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you. 

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc. 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02133 

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @ 

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts 

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of  

The American Legion Media Alliance 

TALMA 


