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Commander’s Corner
it. I will give it my best
shot though. You can
count on that.

Happy New Year everyone! I hope everyone
had a great holiday and
that Santa was good to
you. He certainly was to
me. Afterall, the greatest gifts of all are friendship, good health, and
love. What else could
you ask for?
It’s hard to believe that
with that holiday
greeting, I am half-way
through my term as
your State Commander.
But hold on! I’m hitting
it hard for 2022. There
are so many things I
want to do and not a
whole lot of time to do

I would like to start this
month’s letter with a
thank you to all the District Commanders for the
outstanding job they are
doing with not only membership but with the Buddy Check. It’s one thing
to have members but it is
something else to have
members that care about
the welfare and wellbeing of their fellow veterans. The American Legion is a family. It is a
family of brothers and
sisters who care about
one another. It is one
thing to say it but it is another thing to do it.
Thank you for thinking
about our brothers and
sisters during not only
this holiday season but
throughout the year.

As the State Commander I have an opportunity to look at newsletters from all the
Posts. Newsletters are
important. They are a
link between your Post
and your membership.
It’s especially important to add a little
tid-bit about what is
happening in your area
so the “Snowbirds” can
feel close to home. In
my Post we have a
number of members
that are from Florida,
Georgia, Ohio and a
number of other states.
What is very heartwarming is that I will
receive telephone calls
or correspondence
from them remarking
on how they have a
touch of home when
they read about what is
going on at our Post
and in our community.
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Commander’s Corner (Continued)
Please keep that in mind when you write your Post newsletter. It’s always nice to know what is going on
at home.
With everything that is going on right now, I hope that you and your loved ones are staying up to date on
the latest Covid information. A lot of info comes out every day, so things are constantly changing. What
appears to be consistent though is the importance of vaccinations against Covid and its variants. Let’s all
do our best to protect ourselves and those that we love.
Looking at the latest membership report, I noticed that there are six districts that have 80% or greater of
their membership goal. And there are five others that are between 75-78%. Let’s show National how
Massachusetts does it. Let’s get another push on making every attempt to get to that magical 100%.
And speaking of memberships, let’s not forget the American Legion Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion, and the Legion Riders. Each one is a special Legion organization that has the same goals in mind as
does the Legion. Let’s try to do our best in increasing membership for the Auxiliary, SAL and the Riders. I
think it’s all too often that we forget that as a unit we can accomplish things. As their membership increases, so will our fight for veterans’ benefits have a greater impact.
Two programs I have a great deal of pride in are Boy’s/Girl’s State and the Scouts. Throughout my years
in the Legion, I have always been proud watching our nation’s youth participate in these programs. With
so many diversions, our youth can go in different directions. If we can help promote both the Boy’s/
Girl’s State and the Scouts, our youth will learn from us. They are our future. Make every effort within
your Post to promote both worthwhile programs.
In 1925, at the South Dakota American Legion department convention, U.S. Army Major John L. Griffith,
recommended that the American Legion establish a youth athletics program. Four months later, American Legion baseball became a national program. Well, that is about to expand to girl’s fastpitch softball.
At our last Executive Board meeting, Alternate NEC Judy Pajak, discussed the American Legion’s involvement in promoting softball. For those of you who have a picture in your mind of a ball coming in at an
arc to a batter, the game has changed dramatically. Girl’s fastpitch softball is extremely popular with
girls as young as 7- and 8-years old participating. If you sponsor a baseball team, you may want to start
expanding your horizons to fastpitch softball. Stay tuned for more details.
That’s it for now. I hope to be seeing more and more Posts throughout 2022. Of course, if you should
ever need me, I am just a phone call away.
Happy New Year, everyone! I hope that 2022 is a year that is filled with the best for you, your family and
your Legion bothers and sisters .

Page 2

National Commander—Paul E. Dillard
It’s disheartening to know there are still World War II veterans
who do not have access to VA benefits. The American Legion is
fighting to correct this lapse with legislation pending in Congress. .
Our World War II veterans halted the spread of tyranny, securing
our democracy for generations to come. As of last month, fewer
than 240,330 WWII veterans remain and hundreds pass away every day.
Of those still living, not all of them receive the VA health-care services they earned through their service. As a grateful nation, we
must fulfill our promises to the Greatest Generation to ensure they
receive all the benefits they deserve.
To rectify this issue, Rep. Josh Harder, D-Calif., introduced H.R.
5562, the WWII means test bill. The legislation would exempt
WWII veterans from the means test needed to receive VA healthcare services. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., has supported these efforts by introducing S.1040, the Senate
companion to this bill.
The Senate bill has 10 bipartisan cosponsors while the House version has three. But little progress has
been made in the past few months.
Time is literally running out for these veterans. It is critically important that one of these bills is enacted
into law as soon as possible. The American Legion vociferously supports this legislation.
Congress has been down this road before. In 1996, the Veterans Health Care Eligibility Act exempted all
veterans who served during the Mexican Border Period and World War I from the means test required to
enter the VA health-care system.
Let’s do the same for our World War II veterans before it is too late.
For God and Country,

Paul E. Dillard, National Commander
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Auxiliary President
Happy New Year!
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas! I hope you got to spend some time with loved ones in these crazy times.

I had the pleasure of helping out with Christmas Gift shop at Southwick for Holyoke Soldiers Home, Bedford VA, Plymouth for the Brockton VA, and Middleton for the Chelsea Soldiers Home. It was such a rewarding feeling, even though we could not meet with the veterans, it was nice to get together and make
sure we got gifts put together for them. It was the highlight of my year! Everyone worked so hard to get
this done. I would like to Thank each and everyone of you for your hard work and dedication to our veterans and their families!

We are half way through the year and once again I am going to push membership. We are currently at
69%, just under the 75% goal. We almost made 100% last year, let’s do it this year! Call those members
that haven’t paid yet, ask them how they are and what is going on in their lives, are they struggling, do
they need any help. Show them we care about them, that we haven’t forgotten them and they matter to
us. Also remember I have a personal challenge to all Units, that Unit with the most new members, I will
give $100 to that Unit.

Lastly, my year of American Legion Family Strong is working! I have heard many stories of everyone
working together, this has helped Posts stay open and Unit become stronger. We all are working for the
same goal, helping Veterans, Military and their families. There are many that need our help and working
together is the way to get it done. It shows we are strong and are always there for them. Keep on the
good work! I am proud of all of you!

Wishing you all a Safe, Healthy and Happy 2022!
Your President,
Cindy Kelley
ALA Dept. of Mass
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Detachment Commander—Gene Theroux
Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander East to Visit Massachusetts
The next Detachment Executive Committee meeting will be held on January 8. 2022 at the Vernon Hill
Post 435 located at 267 Providence St, Worcester, MA 01607. The meeting will start at 9:00 AM. Our
special guest for the weekend will be National Vice Commander East Richard "Dickie" Huntley from
Maine. ALL S.A.L. MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. We are hoping to have a good representation of
squadrons and members from across the Detachment at this meeting.

Later that day on January 8, 2022, the Detachment of Massachusetts, Sons of The American Legion will
be holding a Fund Raiser for Detachment Commander Gene Theroux's Charitable Project. The Commanders' Project this year is for The American Legion Veterans & Children's Foundation.
Click HERE for information describing his project. This will take place at the Cherry Valley Post 443, 167
Main St. Cherry Valley, MA 01611 from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM. Click HERE for the flier with all the information about the Fund Raiser.
This will be a great day for many of you who have never attended a Detachment Meeting to get a lot of
new information for your Squadrons, meet and greet our National Guest, and then help support the Detachment Commanders Project. The Vernon Hill Post and Cherry Valley Post are only about 20 minutes
apart so this will make it easy for many of you to attend both events.
Cherry Valley Squadron members will be cooking an "Italian Feast" for all attendees. Tickets are only a
$15.00 donation per person. For tickets to the event contact Mark McCue at the information on the
bottom of the flier. Because of the time factor in securing the visitation of Vice Commander Huntley we
were unable to print tickets and send them to each Squadron. Tickets will be handled in this manner.
You can simply send a check to Mark McCue for the number of tickets you want to request. Your name
will be put on a Will Call list and they will be distributed to you when get to the event. Or you can contact Mark McCue via e-mail, and he will put you on the list and you can pay at the door. However, if you
do request tickets to be put on hold and are unable to attend you will still be held responsible to cover
the cost of the tickets or tickets.
We will be having two (2) 50/50 raffles throughout the night and “Mystery Merch" raffles. Let me explain what that is. If your Post, Squadron or Rider Chapter sells Jackets, Shirts, Hats, or any type of merchandise we are asking you to bring an item to the fund raiser to be raffled off. Or if you own your own
business, the company you work for, a local business in your community, a local High School, your favorite sports team, to name a few, bring that item for the raffle. If you are unable to attend, you can mail
any items to the Cherry Valley Post c/o Mark McCue. If you have had a recent fund raiser or planning
one and have any items, you can donate that is another idea.

We had one of these types of raffles at a S.A.L. event at the National Convention a few years ago and it
was a lot of fun. Any types of other raffle prizes you would like to donate will be greatly appreciated.
We will also be recognizing anyone who wants to make a cash donation that evening.
We hope many of you will help support The American Legion Veterans & Children's Foundation.
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Membership—DSVC Sally Nay
JUST ASK
Covid-19 is once again limiting contact we can have in person with our fellow legionnaires in person. It is
an excellent time for our posts to review our membership lists and contact those members who have not
paid their dues.
We should be looking at why: Have they just missed paying? Is there a financial reason? Do they not know
all the good things the post and The American Legion are doing in their communities, the state and across
the nation? When speaking to others know what programs are available.
We need to ask our fellow Legionnaires to renew. Our posts should have a membership team to help accomplish this. Districts can help with training if needed.
Do not forget the Post 462 list which we are now able to generate or each post can generate by zip code
for members in their area. I have over the past few weeks spoken and e-mailed with members in Post 462.
There were many who thanked me for contacting them. Several said it “made their day”. We all should be
speaking to those members so we can “make their day”. Some were looking for a post to become active in
and now they have found one.
So please remember to JUST ASK our fellow veterans to be part of our posts.

Membership—Excellence Pin
American Legion National Commander Paul E. Dillard will award his national commander "No
Veteran Left Behind" membership excellence pin to any Legionnaire who obtains three new
members into The American Legion.
A new member is any eligible person joining for the 2022 membership year who was not a
member of The American Legion during the 2021 membership year. Transfers do not count as
new members.
Each member listed must be eligible for membership in The American Legion. Forward names of Sons of
The American Legion members or Auxiliary members to your detachment or unit for use in their respective
incentive programs.
Only one pin will be awarded per individual. Upon receipt, national membership staff will confirm the
names and mail the pin directly to the person who earned it.

Department Membership Standings 2022 Membership Year
District 9: Bristol 89.57%
District 1: Berkshire 87.79%
District 2: Franklin/Hampshire 83.07%
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Marketing
The winter sweepstakes is fast approaching and will be drawn at the January 15th Department Executive
Committee meeting at Sutton Post 414. If you have yet to do so please consider sending your tickets along
with the suggested donation to the department office. Not only can you win up to $3000 but your donation helps your department and it’s programs as we support the community, state and nation through our
four pillars.
The committee’s partnership with the Springfield Thunderbirds of The American Hockey League continues to go strong this season. The committee set up an informational table at the December 11th game
complete with various American Legion pamphlets to distribute. Many thanks are in order to District 3
Commander Ryan Howe for manning the table and increasing our brand awareness as well as representing
our department in fine fashion.
As per every home game of the Thunderbirds “challenge accepted “ coin was presented to a veteran of
the game with The American Legion Emblem appearing on the big scoreboard before the presentation.
The committee was honored to have National Vice Commander Cory Bates from our neighboring department of Rhode Island present the coin at the game.

Michael Davis NEC and Marketing Committee Chairman.

National Vice Commander Cory Bates (standing) of The Department of Rhode Island with District 3 Commander Ryan Howe and ANEC Jodie Pajak at the information table for The American Legion at the Springfield Thunderbirds December
11th home game.
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From the Service Officer—VA eye Care
Veterans enrolled in the VA HealthCare system are able to receive state of the art vision care, usually at
no cost. Also, recent changes to the VA Optometry Department policy allows veterans to schedule eye exams directly without needing a referral from their primary care physician.
The frequency of vision exams depends on the patient’s overall health, as some conditions such as diabetes would necessitate an enhanced schedule. Most eye exams involve pupil dilation, which allows the doctor to evaluate the condition of the back of your eyes. As your vision will be impacted for several hours
after this procedure, it is a good idea to bring sunglasses to your appointment, or have someone else drive
you home.
The exam will show if there is a need for corrective lenses, or indicate the presence of cataracts, glaucoma, or macular degeneration. If warranted, a prescription for glasses or vitamins will be given to the veteran, or additional tests will be scheduled.
Scheduling an exam is easy- just call 857-364-5796, during regular business hours.
Semper Fi & Happy New Year
Mike Whalen

Law and Order
My Comrades,
As Chairman of the Dept. Law and Order Committee, I come to all of our members of
the Department of Massachusetts to help us located any and all Police Officers, Firefighters
and civilians that were involved in an incident where they risked their lives to save the life of
another.
If you are aware of an incident that an officer(s) , firefighter(s), or civilian(s) were involved in,
please try your best to get as much information on the incident from the Police Department,
the Fire Department, and all newspaper articles citing where, when and what, exactly, was
involved. The Law and Order Committee, prior to the State Convention, will call for a final
meeting and we will review all incidents. The Committee will put a final program together.
The Committee will notify all officers, firefighters and civilians along with their Commanding Officers and invite them
to our annual Convention to receive their awards.
If you become aware of any incident(s) fitting the criteria, send that information to me, or your local Committee
member, as soon as possible. Before you send the Committee any information make sure that the person or persons
did risk their lives to save the life of another.
Thank you for your help in this matter and I hope to see you at our next Convention. We would love to see your candidate for The American Legion Medal of Valor on the convention stage to receive this special symbol of our respect
and gratitude.
Philp Ryan, Committee Chairman
9 Pequot Terr.
Plymouth, Ma. 02360
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Oratorical Contest
The Oratorical Committee requests your cooperation with the 84th annual American Legion National High
School Oratorical Contest by encouraging students to participate. The top prize at the Department (state)
level is $1,000. The national scholarship awards are: first prize – $25,000, second prize –$22,500, and third
prize –$20,000. Each department (state) winner who is certified into and participates in the national contest’s first round receives a $2,000 scholarship. Those who advance past the first round receive an additional $2,000 scholarship. This contest is approved by the National Association of Secondary School Principals
and the Massachusetts Department of Education.
The purpose of the Legion’s Oratorical Contest is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the
United States Constitution on the part of high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the
development of leadership, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties, responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.
We could well have a National winner. In 2017 Matthew Steinberg of Newton placed first and in 1987 Maryagnes Barbieri placed first. In the intervening years Massachusetts had three second place winners, one
third place winner, and one fourth place winner. Their total National Finals Scholarship winnings were
$115,000. Please inform students of this fine educational and financial opportunity and urge them to participate.
A certification form, which must be completed and signed by the principal in order for a student to compete. Can be obtained from your local Legion Post. If for some reason you do not have a local Legion Post
to sponsor them, please send in the certification form by December 31, 2021 and the Oratorical Committee
will designate a Legion Post as sponsor.
For additional information please contact your local Legion Post Oratorical Chairperson or the undersigned.

Sincerely yours,

Lisa McPhee
Lisa A McPhee, Chairman Department Oratorical Committee
157 Water Street Clinton, MA 01510
lredsox1964@aol.com
Cell 978 230 6208

Application Packet and Certification form are available on the Department Website
www.masslegion.org

Page 9

Boy State
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Training
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Scouting—Jon O’Connor
Congratulations to Eagle Scout Jason Arruda for being selected as the Department of MA Eagle Scout of
the Year. Department of Massachusetts Scouting Committee Chair Jon “OC” OConnor presented him with
the award at Swansea Post 303. Department of MA Commander Tony Dias presented the Troop with an
award for their wall at the Post, and Arruda with an American Legion Centennial Coin commemorating the
enduring relationship between Scouting and the American Legion which began in 1919. Troop 303 Assistant Scout Master Richard Partridge, also in the photos, celebrated as did the troop with a pasta dinner.

Scouting Chairman Jon O’Connor, Commander Tony Dias, Eagle Scout Jason Arruda and Assistant Scout Master Richard Partridge

Community Service—DVC Nelson Blake
Hello to all the community Service committee is looking for Al White award winners please submit anything
your post family is doing for the community, be it the post community or the community in general that
you do it for.
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New Public Relations Toolkit
It’s been over a decade since The American Legion’s Public Relations Toolkit
has been updated. But the newest version is now available.
Download it at: https://www.legion.org/publications/160968/
public_relations_toolkit
This toolkit, which is produced by the Media & Communications Division of
The American Legion, will help you enhance the image of The American Legion through positive communication and messaging. Another purpose of
this manual is to provide assistance for all levels of PR practitioners, from
novices to experienced professionals.
The 73-page American Legion Public Relations Toolkit provides examples of
news releases, media advisories and public service announcements, as well
as information on networking, social media, podcasts, internal/external media, interviews, crisis management and prevention, and more.
Use the tools offered in the toolkit to fill your PR toolbox.

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is encouraging veterans who may
have been exposed to environmental hazards during their service to register for an environmental health registry evaluation. The evaluation is free,
voluntary and is beneficial to both the veteran and VA.
These evaluations are not part of the disability claim and compensation
process, nor do they confirm exposure to environmental hazards. However, they can help alert a veteran to a potential long-term health problem associated with exposure to certain environmental hazards such as Agent Orange, burn pits and ionizing radiation.
Information collected during these evaluations helps VA better understand the long-term effects of specific exposures and, in turn, enables them to better understand the needs of veterans.
The six registries developed by VA enable them to track and monitor the health of specific groups of veterans broken down by service period. To help determine your eligibility go to https://
www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/benefits/registry-evaluation.asp
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Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte
Not sure where the time has gone in the last year but I think most of us are glad to have 2021 behind us. It
was better than 2020 but not by a whole lot, at least in my opinion. Even though it has barely begun, 2022
promises to be a better year. We can only hope so.
The American Legion membership year is now at the half way mark. Time for Commander’s at all levels to
take stock of where they are in terms of membership and programs. The next 6 months will surely fly by.

Membership. The “holiday rush” in renewals is now just about over. Most posts will still have renewals
to follow up with. And let us not forget to reach out to those members who last paid in 2020 but not for
2021. A phone call or personal visit might get them to renew. Holding post members in your area can be
contacted, inviting them to transfer to your post. What is your plan for getting new members and what
have you done to accomplish this?
Programs. Deadlines will be approaching quickly at District, Department and National levels.
Are your members and officers aware of the deadlines for the programs that your post participates in?
And don’t forget to also look forward to next year’s programs.

District and Department officers duties. Too often overlooked is the schedule for visiting local Posts. Find
out what their concerns are, don’t just hammer them about membership. If you show interest in their
post, they may be inclined to attend and maybe even get involved at District meetings. What are you doing to mentor those who will follow you as a future leader in our organization? This is an essential part of
the job and critical to our growth and sustainability as the largest Veteran’s organization.
Community “Spotlight”. The beginning of a new calendar year is a good time to summarize Post activities
from the following year and inform your city/town leadership know of the good work that has been done.
This information can also be sent to local news outlets, even as a letter to the editor. And let’s not forget
Post members, many of who do not attend meetings.
None of this is easy but all are essential. And don’t be afraid to ask others for help. There should be a
membership team at all levels, not left for one person to carry the burden. With a little extra effort and
planning all this can be done.
May God Bless America and all of us in this turbulent time. Merry Christmas to all and best wishes for a
Happy and Healthy New Year!
John Lenotte, Past Commander, Post 4 Haverhill MA; Past Commander District 8 Essex County and Past
Commander, Department of MA. I may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com
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Legion Weekly, Volume 1 Number 25 (December 19, 1919)
The Law and the Legion as an antidote against official lethargy and inertia The American Legion is going to exert a
strong influence in every community. Local posts may be said to have established a sharp vigil over the functioning
of local government. They are seeing to it that neither sins of omission nor of commission are permitted to flourish
when it comes to matters of law and order and sound Americanism. In doing this, as one of the incidents of its existence, The American Legion is performing an essential service. Who can tell how much the country has suffered in
the past because there was no such vigil? It took nothing short of a great war to shake off the flabby folds of national indifference to the common good of the country. And without some such force as The American Legion constantly
on the alert in every American community how quickly would the old-time flabbiness return. Throughout this new
vigil the Legion has acted quickly and effectively and with full observance of law and order. If there have been incidents where veterans, impatient over official disinterest, have in the name of Americanism taken the law into their
own hands, it must be recalled that these were the isolated actions of individuals. The Legion has understood that
where individuals practice violence against even the Bolsheviki they lend countenance to the practice of violence
against the state. There are other and more effective methods provided by American law and order. The American
Legion and its thousands of local posts may rightfully be set down as a national vigil committee but never as a
"vigilance committee." December 19, 1919
Admiral Hugh Rodman, commander off the Pacific fleet, has applied for membership in the Legion. In a letter to the
mayor of Los Angeles he writes: "In view of recent events and occurrences, and more particularly as a matter of patriotism and loyalty in the support of our Government, and with a desire to affiliate with the whole body of men who
gave their services to our country in time of need, and who did their full share in bringing the late war with Germany
to a successful conclusion, I would esteem it a favor if you would present my name to the proper authorities of The
American Legion for membership."
New England's largest post, according to post members, is Worcester No. 5, which has 4,000 veterans on its rolls. In
the membership drive its 500 members went out and got 3,500 others, an increase of 700 per cent. This looks like a
record. The post has a band of forty pieces
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National Commander Testimonial
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National Commander Testimonial
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National Commander Testimonial
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National Commander Testimonial
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Around the Department

NVC Corey Bates from the Department of Rhode Island presents the Legion Challenge Coin
to the Veterans of the game

Breakfast with Santa at Sandwich Post 188
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Around the Department

Pictures from 20&4 (Women Legionaires Honor Society), Echelon 2Massachusetts Christmas Party. 100 Holiday goody bags for Women Veterans in care facilities throughout Massachusetts. We were super excited to
be able to do this again! (Yup Michael Davis was there to carry all our
bags to the cars....He was sooo excited not to be going Christmas shop-

The 2021 American Legion College Class in Indianapolis. Photo by Ben Mikesell/The
American Legion . District 4 Commander, Scott Connor left side 3rd row up
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Around the Department

Merry Christmas to all! Thank you Capt. Lester S. Wass American Legion Post 3, The Open Door, and all the volunteers who
helped prepare, serve, & deliver over 500 Christmas meals to those throughout our Cape Ann communities. Love spending time
with this fun & energetic group of volunteers. Thank you all and Merry Christmas!!
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Around the Department

American Legion Riders form Bedford Post 221 are proud to make a
donation to ALR Haverhill chapter
4. In memory of Bob (Tryke)
Trousdell. To get the scholarship
for Navy Jr. ROTC rolling.

Cherry Valley Riders Chapter 443’s plaque is heading home. Thank you
Webster/Dudley 184
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Calendar

1/15/2022

10:00 AM

Finance Committee

Sutton Post 414

1/15/2022

11:00 AM

Membership Committee

Sutton Post 414

1/15/2022

1:00 PM

Department Executive Committee

Sutton Post 414

3/27/2022

1:00 PM

Appreciation Day Nelson Blake

Leo C. Roth Post 315

4/2/2022

10:00 AM

Membership Meeting DEC to Follow

Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro

4/2/2022

5:00 PM

National Commanders Testimonial

Best Western Royal Plaza Marlboro

4/3/2022

1:00 PM

Appreciation Day Lisa McPhee

Tuttle Post 279

4/10/2022

12:00 PM

Appreciation Day Sandra Kee

Gloucester Post 3

4/24/2022

12:00 PM

75th Anniversary of Post 414 Sutton

Sutton Post 414

5/15/2022

12:00 PM

District 4 Joint Testimonial

Tuttle Post 279

2022 Membership Standing as of Dec 30, 2021 80% Target Date 1/20/2022

District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1

BERKSHIRE

1245

1093

87.79%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

1258
2499
4656
3986
2424
1183
2562
2723

1045
2007
3744
3117
1899
889
2017
2439

83.07%
80.31%
80.41%
78.20%
78.34%
75.15%
78.73%
89.57%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

4098

3097

75.57%

370
2984

363
1332

98.11%
44.64%

30022

23,042

76.75%

297 CAPITOL HILL
462 HEADQUARTERS
National Quota
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100% Posts

Post 25 Holyoke

Post 231 Essex

Post 49 North Attleboro

Post 248 Groveland

Post 52 Ludlow

Post 303 Swansea

Post 72 Wellesley

Post 319 Greendale

Post 80 Ipswich

Post 338 Southwick

Post 108 Kingston

Post 350 New Marlboro

Post 117 Oliver Ames Jr.

Post 366 East Chelmsford

Post 121 Berkley

Post 383 Paul J. Saunders

Post 163 Westboro

Post 387 Kingston

Post 175 Longmeadow

Post 399 LTJG W.M. Penny

Post 186 Edgartown

Post 415 Petersham

Post 194 Hamilton

Post 425 Freetown

Post 198 Mansfield

Post 459 Moby Dick

Post 217 Plainville

Post 464 Fall River

Post 222 Norton
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ALA Programs— Scholarships
The American Legion Auxiliary believes that the more
knowledge our young people gain, the better citizens they
will become. These days, paying for a college education is
becoming a larger financial burden for students and their
families. According to College Board, a student who took out
loans in 2017 left a four-year public university with over
$26,000 in debt, jumping to over $32,000 for a private
university. With the cost of attending college rapidly
increasing, this number is expected to rise.
That is why the American Legion Auxiliary is so committed to
helping students pursue their education through
scholarships.
The Auxiliary supports various scholarship programs that benefit veterans, the descendants of veterans,
and The American Legion Family.
If you are interested in applying for a scholarship, check out the scholarship links for eligibility requirements, deadlines, and application forms at www.legion-aux.org/scholarships.

Auxiliary Membership as of 12/30/2021
No. of
Units

Name

2022
Goal

Present
District
No. Quota
Membership Percentage
Units

1

4

BERKSHIRE

205

179

87.32%

1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

9
12
26
27
11
7
12
13

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

300
340
1041
944
349
174
588
289

186
260
685
641
261
99
427
187

62.00%
76.47%
65.80%
67.90%
74.79%
56.90%
72.62%
64.71%

1
2
4
1
2

10
462

13
1

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE
HEADQUARTERS
TOTAL

879
141
5,250

617
101
3,643

70.19%
71.63%
69.39%

1
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2021 S.A.L. Membership Standings as of 12/30/2021
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District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1
2
3
4
5

BERKSHIRE
FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX

180
257
310
920
1130

168
114
269
530
553

93.33%
44.36%
86.77%
57.61%
48.94%

6

NORFOLK

860

604

70.23%

7
8
9

SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

137
347
227

68
179
171

49.64%
51.59%
75.33%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

608

461

75.82%

Capital Hill

10

12

120.00%

National Goal

5074

3129

61.67%
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net
Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.
2019-2020 Officers

Commander
Tony Dias
Sr. Vice Commander
Sally Nay
Vice Commanders
Sandra Kee
Lisa McPhee
Nelson Blake
Historian
Mike Deegan
Executive Committee Women
Neysa Wright
Sergeant-at-Arms
Robert Derosuers
National Executive Committeeman
Michael Davis
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Jodie Pajak
Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Paul Prefontaine

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. •
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho
tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high reso
lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap
tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.
• E-mail

everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any
thing with you.

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:
Send your email address to: deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f
macdonald53@comcast.net.
Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.
The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of
The American Legion Media Alliance
TALMA
Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @
The American Legion Department of Massachusetts

