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Commander’s Corner

A moment in history!
Recently I received a call
from our Department
Treasurer Steve Souza,
who had uncovered a
WWI monument
through one of his SAL
members. The location
was in Fall River. Not
many people knew this
“Monument to the
memory of our Braves”
ever existed.
As the story goes, a true
gentlemen, Dr. Ronald
L. Bernier, founder of
the Master Builder Ministries, a church which
replaced the once Notre
Dame de Lourdes Cath-

olic Church, which burned
down in 1982 during
some needed repairs, was
our point of contact. Not
much remained from the
fire, other than a few
statues, some stained
glass and a Hugh monument to honor some 22
veterans from that parish
that gave their ultimate
sacrifice during WWI.
That monument, known
as the “Monument to the
memory of our Braves”
has been preserved and
stands along, to the rear
of the church, standing
about 50 feet tall in
memory to our lost
brothers in war.
Dr. Bernier wrote a book
one hundred years later
(2020) on the true story
about the former parish
and the 22 veterans who
passed during the war.
The community, by the
thousands, came to pay

their respects to the
lost soles on October,
12, 1920. During that
event, Rt. Rev. Daniel F
Feehan, spoke about
how members of the
American Legion understood their duty
when the appeal came
to them. He continued
by saying, “By praying
for them, you will help
those boys to enjoy
peace beyond death,
and for yourselves, my
best wish on this auspicious day, is to see this
world enjoying an everlasting peace. Little did
Rev. Feehan know of
the wars yet to come
and the contiuned unrest in the world today.
What this story brings
to mind, is how we as
the American Legion
need to continue our
support of all our veterans and their needs,
not to mention our
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Commander’s Corner (Continued)
consent involement with our active duty folks who are still serving our country as we all did and contiune
to do.
After a great conversation with Dr. Bernier it was thought we as veterans could rededicate such a monument 100 plus years later. A plan was set to have such an event, but due to the Covid issue last year, that
plan was placed on the back burner.
Since the American Legion took an active part with this monument 100 years ago, why can't the American
Legion take a lead in the remembrance of such an event. After a brief discussion, it was agreed that we
would take part of the re-dedication on Memorial Day weekend in 2022, perhaps invite our National Commander?
Looking forward to keeping you all of the progress we will be making with the project, remembering our
past hero's from WWI.
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Paul E. Dillard, National Commander of The American Legion

Buddy Checks for Veterans Day
Buddy Checks are particularly timely since Veterans Day is next month. It’s a perfect
time to conduct Buddy Checks on post members and veterans in the community so I
am encouraging departments and posts to make calls during the week of Nov. 11.
American Legion Family members are making Buddy Check calls on regular schedules
to let veterans and their families know they are not alone and that the American Legion Family stands ready to assist them in any way it can. If a Legionnaire calls you
for a Buddy Check, don’t take that as an implication that you are struggling. Buddy Checks are for all veterans, but suicide prevention is perhaps the greatest benefit that can come from a Buddy Check.
Last month, in its annual report on National Veteran Suicide Prevention, VA updated its data to show a 7.2
percent decrease in veteran suicide in 2019 from the year before. The figure used is that 17.2 veterans per
day took their own lives in 2019. The American Legion will not be satisfied until that figure is ZERO.
More recently, however, USA Today reported a 15 percent increase of suicide among active-duty troops in
2020.
We have a lot of work to do. And by “we” I don’t mean just The American Legion but America as a whole.
Buddy checks are only one tool. We must remove all stigmas associated with asking for help or being diagnosed with PTSD, depression or any other condition that could lead one to take his or her own life.
We must reach out to our Afghanistan veterans who are experiencing a whole range of emotions due to
recent events. We need to ensure that they are not isolated and that they know that they have a home and
friends in our American Legion Family.
If you need help with starting a Buddy Check team, making phone calls or knowing what to say, a toolkit
with this information and other valuable resources is available at www.legion.or/buddycheck.
Whether it’s through Buddy Checks or any of our programs for veterans and their families, we prove time
and again that we are Veterans Strengthening America who believe in No Veteran

Paul E. Dillard
American Legion National Commander
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Auxiliary President
Happy Halloween Everyone!
I hope some of you members took advantage of the free National Coloring book, that could be downloaded, and passed them out to schools in your area. Maybe even have a contest and give small prizes,
since I know many Communities are still not allowing trick or treating.
I want to give a big Thank you to all of the Members, Legionnaires and Sons that attended my Testimonial. It was a great day with great people. My Family was there to celebrate with my Legion Family, it was
awesome! I day I won’t forget!
Now down to business. Fall Conference in coming up quickly, November 6 at the Holiday Inn in Marlboro.
I hope to see many of you there, Fall Conference is very informational. You will learn what each program
is and how to report on your reporting sheets. It begins at 9am and should end by 4. There will be a
lunch break. If you plan on attending, have a list of questions with you. Hope to see you there!
Membership, we are making good strides in numbers, but have a ways to go. We want to retain the
members we have and add to those numbers. I just got a report last week, we are in 5 th place for the
Eastern Division with 34.69%. There are 1820 paid and our goal is 5247. So please, get those memberships in. If you know someone hasn’t paid give them a call and remind them. Have a conversation with
them, ask them how they have been and what is going on in their life, show interest. Sometime it is a
simply call, contact to let them know you care and are thinking of them. Also, get new members. “Just
Ask” is the motto for our Legion Vice President, Sally Nay and our Membership Chairman, Mary Ann Ventulett. They both have been very busy working together to get those new members. I couldn’t be happier that they are working as a Legion Family! Good Job!
Lastly, our National President Kathy Daudistal’s theme is caregivers. Many of you are caregivers and
probably don’t realize it. Personally, I didn’t realize I was, until a zoom meeting we had in the Spring. I
make meals for my Mom and my In laws, I thought, I always make too much food, so pass it along…That
is caregiving. I take my Mother in law to her Doctor’s appointments and labs tests, Caregiving. I set their
pills up into dividers on a weekly basis, caregiving. I just thought of it as helping them. They are older
and have health issues, they were there when you were little and I am there for them now, full circle. So
even though you are related to someone, you care still a caregiver. If you are a caregiver, give yourself a
pat on the back, you deserve it. If you are not related to someone you help, remember to report it. If
they are not a Veteran, put it under community service. If they are a Veteran put it under Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilation( VA&R).

American Legion Family Strong!
Cindy Kelley
President, ALA Dept. of Mass
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Detachment Commander—Gene Theroux
The Month of November is The American Legion’s Membership Retention Month
For those Proud Possessors of a Priceless Heritage who have not paid their 2021-2022 dues, I cannot
think of a better way to honor the veteran(s) who gifted you with eligibility to be a member of The Sons
of The American than to pay your dues and renew your membership for the 2021-2022 membership
year. The Detachment membership team would appreciative if you could renew your membership prior
to Veterans Day.

The Detachment of Massachusetts met the National target of 25% membership for the October 14,
2021, target date by a total of nine members. Congratulations and a hearty thank you to those fortyeight squadrons who met or exceeded the 25 percent target. It is important to note that 13 squadrons
have already met or exceeded the 100% percent membership goal for 2021-2022 – simply, awesome!
Conversely, fifty-six squadrons have not submitted any membership for the 2021-2022 membership
year. What is troubling is that seven of these squadrons are large squadrons that have over onehundred paid members for the 2020-2021 membership year. Each of these squadrons who have failed
to submit membership for the 2021-2022 year and those squadrons with low membership renewal rates
will be contacted by a member of the Detachment membership team to learn of the issues and to assist
the Post/Squadron to overcome any issues.
The 35% target membership date is November 10, 2021, and we have a lot of work to accomplish to
meet the membership target. The Detachment of Massachusetts goal is to meet and to exceed each National target membership goal by the National target date. We cannot meet the National goal without
the cooperation and support of each Post/Squadron Adjutant. The Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Massachusetts membership reports are available for viewing on the MassLegion.org website:
mail.masslegion.org/docs/SAL2022.pdf The Detachment has designated representatives to each district
as well as the Detachment Adjutant William J. Murphy III, the Detachment Membership Chairman Justin
Foley, and the Detachment Commander Gene Theroux are available to assist any Posts/Squadrons with
issues pertaining to processing of SAL membership. We encourage the use of MyLegion.org for membership processing as it will save the squadron a lot of money in envelopes, postage, and time. In those
instances where the use of MyLegion.org will not work for a squadron, the traditional process of mailing
the membership cards with the per capita of $ 12 per member to the Department will be sufficient.
The Sons of The American Legion will be working with the other members of The American Legion family
on membership issues, so that we may better serve our veterans and support the programs of The
American Legion.
Let’s make the month of November, a memorable month by honoring our veterans and renewing our
membership in the American Legion family. Remember, it all began here in Massachusetts on April 19,
1775.
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Membership—Frank MacDonald

Just Ask
In previous articles we discussed just asking veterans who are not members to join. We can also use “Just
Ask” to get those who were member to renew. We have over 2,000 names on the Department of Massachusetts expired membership list and most are never contacted and asked to rejoin.
Recently, I qualified for the National Commander’s 2022 Membership Incentive Pin. I earned this pin by
contact prior members of my Post as asking them to rejoin. To qualify the member must not have been a
paid member for 2021. So if you contact those members who last renewed in 2020 or 2019 and you are
successful in getting three to rejoin you will earn the membership pin! This year it was easier than ever as
I sent emails to all my past members and with just an email three (3) members rejoined. Think about that
if I had been able call them, how many more would I have convinced to rejoin!
To get your pin, after recruiting or rejoining 3 members, go to legion.org/commander and click on the box
for incentive pin. The process and form is right there for you.

Good Luck!

How to reset password for MyLegion.org account
If you have a MyLegion.org account and can’t remember your password to log in, it can be retrieved.

When you access the login page at MyLegion.org, you will see a link to “forgot password.” Select this option and a reset link will be sent to the registered email on file at National Headquarters. To update your
password, your username is required. If you forgot this, click “forgot username” to retrieve it.
Requesting a one-time password sends you an email with a one-time password to log in to your account.
While logged in to MyLegion.org, you can update your account login credentials by clicking on Username/
Password on the left-hand menu. This link opens a self-service window that shows your current username
and main email associated with your account.

Department Membership Standings 2022 Membership Year
District 1: Berkshire 75.98%
District 8: Essex 66.82%
District 2: Franklin/Hampshire 64.86%
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From the Service Officer—The Ceremonial Bugle
The Ceremonial Bugle was developed and approved for use at
military funerals due to the high demand and limited number of actual buglers available for burial honors. Actually, the ceremonial bugle is a standard musical instrument with an electronic insert that
enables the user to symbolically play Taps. This inset fits into the
horn’s bell and creates a realistic sound that is a perfect version of
the Taps Salute, and is always a fitting and solemn tribute at burials.
Federal law mandates that if a family requests an honor guard
detail, uniformed service members shall fold the burial flag and a
rendering of Taps must be played. Common to most military events, there is a detailed procedure and sequence to follow in preparation and performance of the playing of Taps. No matter whether live or electronically produced, the bugler should be aware that he may now be the center of attention, and each
movement , presentation, and his attire [uniform], can either add or detract from the solemn moment. This
visual experience will be remembered by the deceased veteran’s family and hopefully reinforce the meaning of “ a grateful nation”.
Semper Fi

Marketing
Dear Fellow Legionnaires,
I hope this edition finds you all in good spirits as the fall season is upon us and winter is rapidly approaching. The Department of Massachusetts Winter sweepstakes have been distributed and you should all have
received your tickets .This presents a wonderful opportunity to both support your department and its programs and win some money just after the holiday season as . The drawing will be held at the department
executive committee meeting on January 15th, 2022 at The Dudley-Gendron Post 414 in Sutton. Seven
prizes ranging from $500 to a top prize of $3,000 can be won and it is possible to win multiple prizes.
Funds go to support your department and this is one of only three department-wide fundraisers that we
have each American Legion Year. I humbly ask that you would consider sending in your tickets with at least
the suggested donation as every gift is vital.
Thank you in advance for your support.

Mike Davis National Executive Committeeman
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Treasurer—Steve Souza

I recently read an article in the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) magazine
titled “Giving Back in Time of Need”. The story is one I wish to share. A contributing editor,
Blair Drake, wrote about a general concern to all.
The words, “Giving Back in Times of Need” really hit home to many, as it should for our legionaries. The topic of the story was primarily Covid-19 and I am sure we all know many
who have suffered or have ever lost a loved one. I find it important for us to step to the
plate and help those with perhaps the little things that would assist them in need.
I look at what we can do beyond Covid. As your Department Treasurer I have spoken and
continue to speak about plain economics of our great organization. That being said, we
need to insure a steady and continued growth to maintain the strength of our membership.
I can appreciate what our senior vice commanders do, both at the Department and District
levels. However, it goes beyond that to every member within our ranks. You may often
hear, just sign up a new single member. Well, its not just about signing up a new veteran as
we need to let them know what they are signing up to. Its a commitment, ask them to become evolved, take an active role, be part of a committee, let them know what we are all
about. Lets put this to practice and see its success!
The bottom line is, we all need another generation of veterans to take our place to move
the agenda forward for future growth. Our past has been golden, so keep it going.

Without level or increase in membership our revenues continue to diminish. Its our life line.
Do we want to see cuts or elimination of the fine programs we have in place? The answer is
no! We need to look at our Legion for future stability and sustainability. We need to “Give
Back” what we were so fortunate to be given.

Page 8

Oratorical Contest
The Oratorical Committee requests your cooperation with the 84th annual American Legion National High
School Oratorical Contest by encouraging students to participate. The top prize at the Department (state)
level is $1,000. The national scholarship awards are: first prize – $25,000, second prize –$22,500, and third
prize –$20,000. Each department (state) winner who is certified into and participates in the national contest’s first round receives a $2,000 scholarship. Those who advance past the first round receive an additional $2,000 scholarship. This contest is approved by the National Association of Secondary School Principals
and the Massachusetts Department of Education.
The purpose of the Legion’s Oratorical Contest is to develop a deeper knowledge and appreciation of the
United States Constitution on the part of high school students. Other objectives of the contest include the
development of leadership, the ability to think and speak clearly and intelligently, and the preparation for
acceptance of the duties, responsibilities, rights, and privileges of American citizenship.
We could well have a National winner. In 2017 Matthew Steinberg of Newton placed first and in 1987 Maryagnes Barbieri placed first. In the intervening years Massachusetts had three second place winners, one
third place winner, and one fourth place winner. Their total National Finals Scholarship winnings were
$115,000. Please inform students of this fine educational and financial opportunity and urge them to participate.
A certification form, which must be completed and signed by the principal in order for a student to compete. Can be obtained from your local Legion Post. If for some reason you do not have a local Legion Post
to sponsor them, please send in the certification form by December 31, 2021 and the Oratorical Committee
will designate a Legion Post as sponsor.
For additional information please contact your local Legion Post Oratorical Chairperson or the undersigned.

Sincerely yours,

Lisa McPhee
Lisa A McPhee, Chairman Department Oratorical Committee
157 Water Street Clinton, MA 01510
lredsox1964@aol.com
Cell 978 230 6208

Application Packet and Certification form are available on the Department Website
www.masslegion.org
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Training
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In Person Washington Conference Cancelled
From National Adjutant Daniel Wheeler:
National Commander Paul Dillard has decided to cancel the Washington Conference as an in
-person event. This decision was prompted by health concerns, extremely limited access to
Congress, and the availability of alternative means of getting The American Legion’s message to our elected representatives.

However, the National Commander will be presenting testimony to both the House and Veterans Affairs Committees on or about Wednesday, March 2nd. At this time, we do not know
if the testimony will be presented virtually or in person. We do know that the Chairpersons
of TAL Legislative, VE&E, VA&R, NS/FR, and Legislative Commissions will be invited to attend
the testimony along with the President and Executive Director of ALA, and National Commander of the SAL.
TAL Washington-based commissions will meet virtually – more information and dates to follow.
In lieu of an in-person Washington Conference, National Commander Dillard is encouraging
all American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and SAL members to make appointments
with their members to meet in their home offices – more information to follow, along with a
list of legislative concerns. There may also be a virtual “Know Before You Go,” but time and
date has not been decided.

TAL DSO School scheduled for DC during the first week of March has also been cancelled as
an in-person event. Those scheduled to attend will receive information shortly on accessing
the virtual DSO substitute meeting.
As we firm up the schedule, you will receive additional information. In the meanwhile, hang
tight. Chairmen will receive a call-in communication shortly.
DANIEL S. WHEELER | National Adjutant
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Legislation—Troops to Teachers Program
With little notice to servicemembers, the Department of Defense (DOD) terminated the Troops to
Teachers program (TTT) this October – and we
need your help in calling on Congress to reauthorize the program.
Established in 1993, Troops to Teachers was designed to assist transitioning servicemembers and
veterans to begin careers as educators in K-12 public, charter, and Bureau of Indian Affairs schools.
The Department of Defense reported that the program placed over 21,000 veteran teachers in classrooms
since its inception. Additionally, the program provides counseling and referral services to help participants
meet education and licensing requirements, as well as helps them secure a teaching position. Since 1993,
more than 100,000 veterans have successfully transitioned to a career in education.
In the wake of record teacher shortages across the country, the value of Troops to Teachers cannot be understated. It provides employment assistance to transitioning veterans, which aids in lowering veteran unemployment; it alleviates nationwide teaching shortages, which improves education quality; and it increases access and representation among traditionally less-represented groups to teaching careers. DOD reported that the program placed over 21,000 veteran teachers in classrooms since its inception.
Now is not the time to cut transition pathways for our servicemembers. Studies have proven that veteran
educators fill thousands of vacancies in high-needs schools and subject areas; are more likely to not relocate after they are employed as teachers; are considered effective instructors; have high job and life satisfaction; and even have a positive effect on increasing student likelihood to serve.
Senate Section 573 in the FY 2022 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would reauthorize the
Troops-To-Teachers program and produce an assessment illustrating the cost and benefits of the program
to members of the armed forces, veterans, and local educational agencies.
The American Legion proudly supports this amendment, and asks that you contact your Representatives
and tell them to keep Senate Section 573 in the FY 2022 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).
Contact your Legislator today—Go to the American Legion Legislative Action Center to contact them today!
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Legislation—National Commander Dillard on Capital Hill

American Legion National Commander Paul Dillard
visited Washington, D.C., this week to advocate for
the nation’s veterans in the halls of Congress. He
spoke with leadership of the Senate and House Committee’s on Veterans’ Affairs (SVAC/HVAC) about the
American Legion’s legislative priorities and his No
Veteran Left Behind initiative.
The commander thanked each of them for their
leadership in shepherding The American Legion’s
“Buddy Check Week” bill (S.544) through the committee and the Senate, where it passed with unanimous support

Commander Dilllard with SVAC Chairman Jon
Tester (D-MT).

Pictured on the right is Commander Dillard with SVAC Ranking Member Jerry Moran (R-KS).
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13-year effort leads to Massachusetts’ Legion post’s impressive memorial

A memorial 13 years in the making was finally formally dedicated Sept. 25 in Manchester-by-the-Sea, Mass.
And for members of nearby American Legion Amaral Bailey Post 113 – who were instrumental is getting
the memorial built – the effort was well worth it.
Post 113’s Veterans Honor Roll was dedicated last weekend during a public ceremony attended by state
political leaders and dozens of area residents. Located on the Town Common, less than a block from Post
113, the memorial honors anyone having served in the U.S. military while a resident of the town.
Post 113 Chaplain Bruce Heisey said the town originally had a memorial wall honoring World War I and
World War II veterans, but it was taken down and no one knows where it ended up after that. Another one
was built with pine and plexiglass, but exposure to the sun caused the names on it to bubble up, and the
pine was starting to fall down.
“We told (the town) we need to build a new one, because this one isn’t going to last another year,” said
Heisey, who first started the effort to get the memorial built with fellow Legionnaire Paul Sullivan at the
urging of town leadership. “We’ve been fighting this battle since 2008. Trying to raise money and then the
whole turndown in the economy. We (lost) a general contractor. We just couldn’t raise any money. It was
difficult. I was selling pavers (for the memorial’s stone walkway). But we plugged away. It all worked out.
And the town’s people are very happy with it.”
Continued on Page 13
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Manchester Memorial (Continued)
The 30-foot-long granite memorial stands five feet high and includes the names of around 1,000 servicemembers who in enlisted in the U.S. Armed Forces while living in Manchester. The names are divided by
war era and span from World War I to 2019.
“I think the names were important to have,” Heisey said. “People want to see their name. People want to
see their brother, their sister, their father, whatever. It was important to do it that way.”
Heisey, a 43-year Legionnaire and six-time post commander, said initial fundraising efforts netted $30,000$40,000, but “the budget kept growing bigger and bigger. We finally got a figure of $144,000, but when
you’re sitting (where we were), $144,000 is a long ways away. And Paul and I said together we would not
build the project and have it done halfway and not have the money to finish it.”
But then the pair was approached by a few fellow Manchester residents “who know a lot more people than
we do. We were now raising $2,000, $3,000, $5,000, $10,000 – we even got one person with a $25,000 donation. It was a different clientele that is not in my phone book. They were dedicated. One of them was not
a veteran, and one of them was. We were getting money from (their) friends in Virginia, in Tennessee, in
California.”

Grants also helped cover the final $300,000 price tag and allowed for construction to begin.
Attendees at the dedication ceremony included State Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr, state Gaming
Commissioner Brad Hill and Manchester Selectmen Chairman Jeffrey H. Bodmer-Turner. During the ceremony, Sullivan expressed thanks for the memorial. “We feel very, very privileged to be afforded this,” he
said. “We assure you that we will visit it often, reflect, and cherish it always.”
For Heisey, seeing the Veterans Honor Roll dedicated – and the quality of the final product – is a fitting tribute to those from the town who have served in the military. “I’m so happy that the wall is built,” he said.
“I’ve gotten so many people who have said how excited they were to see it. One woman, her husband was
actually in Afghanistan. She would walk by the wall, go up and touch his name on the wall, and it gave her
that support, that something she needed to say ‘I know where he is.’ That was a wonderful thing.”
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Veterans Day Parade

City of Boston
Veterans Day Parade Committee
The City of Boston - Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Services
in conjunction with the American Legion Department of
Massachusetts – Suffolk County – District 7 presents
The Veterans Day Parade
(The Dept of Massachusetts Official Veterans Day Parade)

Saturday, November 6th, 2021
Step off 12:00 Noon
The Committee invites all interested Districts, Posts, Squadrons, Units and Riders
Chapter, Color Guards, Bands, Boy Scout Troops, Girl Scout Troops, ROTC and
JROTC Units. Or other groups.
The parade is open to all Veterans Service Organizations, and we hope they will
join us as we pay honor and respect to our fellow veterans and ourselves.
To register for the Parade please go to:
2021 Boston Veterans Day Parade Registration Form
Problems with registration or any questions contact:
Bryan P Bishop, Chief of staff
Mayor’s Office of Veterans Services
617-635-3713
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or

Jim Sinatra, SVC
A L District 7
781-526-6857

New Judge Advocate id Massachusetts Native

Past National Commander Dan Dellinger congratulates Mark Seavey on his new appointment as The American Legion’s national judge advocate on Thursday, Oct. 7, in
Indianapolis during annual Fall Meetings. Photo by Ben Mikesell/The American Legion

During The American Legion’s annual Fall Meetings in Indianapolis Oct. 7, U.S. Army veteran and longtime
American Legion employee Mark Seavey was appointed national judge advocate of the organization.
Seavey, a member of Mathews American Legion Post 83 in Virginia, began his career with the national organization 27 years ago. In The American Legion’s Washington, D.C., office he served as an appeals representative where he represented veterans with claims pending before the Board of Veterans Appeals, and
as an assistant director and grassroots coordinator in the Legislative Division. Upon his return home from a
deployment in Afghanistan, Seavey moved to the National Headquarters office in Indianapolis where he
served as a war reporter and military blogger in the Media & Communications Division.
Seavey served on active duty in the U.S. Army, the Army Reserve, and the Virginia Army National Guard. As
an infantry squad leader with the Virginia Army National Guard, he was activated for service in BosniaHerzegovina in 1997 as part of the first callup of National Guard combat arms units since the Vietnam War.
In 2004, he deployed to Afghanistan for one year where he performed a variety of tasks. He served as
squad leader on combat patrols, monitored presidential elections, and provided security for Afghans.
Seavey is a recipient of the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, two Armed Forces Expeditionary medals, the
NATO medal, two Army Achievement Medals, and other medals from his military service.
Seavey is a graduate of The Citadel, the military college of South Carolina, and a graduate of George Mason
University of Law where he received a Juris doctorate degree. He has been a member of the Indiana State
Bar Association for 12 years, and lives with his wife and three young children in Brownsburg, Ind.
Editor Note: Mark Seavey the new Judge Advocate is originally from Sheffield. MA
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Child Welfare Foundation Grants

In its 67th year, the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation awarded 17 grants totaling $639,328 to 14
nonprofits. The recipients were selected during the annual meeting of the CWF board of directors that met
in Indianapolis on Sunday, Oct. 3. These grants have been awarded to support youth-serving projects that
seek to enhance the lives of children by addressing their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs.
The following is a summary of the Grant Award to the National Braille Press of Boston.
National Braille Press of Boston was awarded $19,000 for its project, “ReadBooks! Because Braille
Matters.” This grant will fund the creation of a U.S. tactile map so that visually impaired children can learn
about geography and the United States. And it will fund a braille book for a visually impaired child. The
Eight and Forty support this grant.
Go to Legion.org/Child Welfare for a complete list of awardees.

Page 18

Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte
November has always been one of my favorite months. First we have Veterans Day. A day to recognize
those who have served or are currently serving in the US Armed Forces. We should also recognize their
families who share in the burden of the sacrifices made to keep our country free and the best on Earth! It
will be a good thing to get back to having parades and ceremonies.
Next is Thanksgiving Day. A day to give thanks for all that we have and to share with those who don’t have
much. This is a time to connect with family and friends wherever they might be.
Like many of you, I grew up in a locality where there was a variety of people with different ethnic backgrounds. I was taught to respect others, whether I happened to like them or not. And we respected authority, love for God and country. No one person better than someone else.
Somehow this has changed and I have to say that we, you and me, have let it happen. This has been done
by not paying attention to what was happening in our educational institutions ( K - 12 and colleges ), not
paying attention to how our elected officials are passing legislation; by not speaking up for ourselves. We
now have elected officials and beauracrats who focus more on our nations faults than on how to make
things better. Some even advocate changing our flag and national anthem, calling them racist. I even
heard that some want to stop calling ourselves Americans. Those of us who have worn the uniform and
those 1 million plus who gave their lives for this country would tend to disagree! This is getting to be outright crazy. I am proud to have served our country and proud to call myself an American.
As difficult as it is to watch the news most days we cannot make this go away by ignoring it. Complaining
to our family and friends will only provide temporary relief. As I have stated many times in the past, we
need to reach out to our elected officials at all levels. We need to pay attention to what legislation/
policies are being advocated and how they vote. If we don’t let them know if we agree or oppose legislation then shame on us. It may seem far away but in 12 months we will again be voting for members of
Congress along with local/state elections.
Personally, early in life I voted straight along party lines. Then I began to pay attention and voted on who I
thought was the better candidate. And I continue to watch proposed legislation, letting my representatives know how I feel. This is something more of us need to do and ask you to join me in doing so.
Let us remember our troops and their families who cannot be together this Thanksgiving Day.
May everyone have a blessed Thanksgiving.
John P. Lenotte, Past Commander American Legion Post 4 Haverhill MA; Past Commander District 8/Essex
County MA; Past Commander Department of MA. Member, American Institute of Parliamentarians. I
may be reached by email at: JPLenotte@gmail.com
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Former National Commander is Wisconsin’s First Female State Director
Ms. Denise Rohan was sworn in as Wisconsin’s Selective Service
State Director (SD) by U.S. Selective Service Acting Associate Director for Operations, Thomas Kenney. Remarks were made by Brigadier General Joane K. Mathews – Wisconsin’s first female general in
the Wisconsin Army National Guard. Ms. Rohan was nominated for
this position by Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers and was appointed
by former Selective Service Director, Donald M. Benton. She is the
first woman to hold this position. The ceremony took place on July
27, 2021, at Witmer Hall in the Wisconsin Army National Guard Joint
Force Headquarters.
As State Director, SD Rohan’s role will be to serve as liaison between the Selective Service System and the Governor’s office. She
will represent the Governor and the Selective Service regarding
agency matters in Wisconsin.
“I am truly honored to serve as the Wisconsin State Director for the Selective Service System,” SD Rohan
said. “Its mission is critical to national security and is an important keystone to the nation’s preparedness.”
Mr. Kenney said of SD Rohan’s appointment, “We are honored to have her as our State Director – she is an
outstanding leader and patriot.”
An Army veteran, SD Rohan was elected in 2017 as the first female National Commander of the two-million
-member American Legion. Her theme as National Commander was “Family First” and her fund-raising project provides temporary financial assistance to disadvantaged children of veterans and training for American Legion service officers.
Prior to that, she served more than 37 years in a number of Legion positions, to include, Post 385 in Verona
and Commander, Post 333 in Sun Prairie. While in Sun Prairie, she established a Sons of the American Legion Squadron and chartered a Boy Scout troop. SD Rohan and her husband are both 2006 graduates of the
National American Legion College and 2015 graduates of the Wisconsin American Legion College Basic
Course and have gone on to serve as Department and National American Legion College Facilitators.
During her civilian career, SD Rohan served as the Assistant Bursar of Student Loans at University of Wisconsin Madison. She also serves as a civilian volunteer with the Soldier and Family Readiness Group for the
Wisconsin National Guard HHD 641st TCB. SD Rohan was recognized as one of the nation’s top 25 influencers making a difference for military service members, veterans, and their families by “We Are The Mighty”.
Originally from Elkader, Iowa, she currently lives in Verona with her husband Mike. They have a son, Nicholas, daughter-in-law Angie, and two grandchildren.
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Legion Weekly, Volume 1 Number 19 (November 7, 1919)
The Legion's Spokesman THE American Legion Weekly was founded July 4 of 1919 by the Joint National
Executive Committee of The American Legion, acting upon the recommendation of a publication committee elected by the St. Louis caucus. Its mission was that of keeping the men formerly in service advised
on matters pertaining to their organization, on legislation affecting their interests, on national affairs, and
to meet their demands for a publication devoted to those subjects in which they are interested. Restricted
in policy by the pronouncements of the St. Louis caucus, it has not hesitated to speak where the interests
of the men formerly in service were clearly concerned, as in the case of its attacks on the Vocational Board
and the derelictions of Congress affecting pending legislation. The lowest possible subscription price for
members —one dollar per year—was fixed for the magazine. In view of present prices for labor, paper and
other material this necessarily meant a loss on subscriptions. It costs 3.92 cents per copy to publish and
deliver the magazine to a reader. For this service the Legion member pays less than 2 cents—.0192 cent,
to be exact. Manifestly such an arrangement was possible only under the present cooperative arrangement whereby each Legion member contracts for the magazine in joining the Legion, paying the subscription price as a part of his dues. The magazine's subscription list has increased from 12,000 to more than
300,000 in the eighteen weeks of its existence. In addition it has enjoyed a wide newsstand sale—the demands from newsstands, in fact, being heavier than the Weekly has been able to meet. We believe that no
publication in America has been so widely quoted in the press as The American Legion Weekly. As the
mouthpiece of The American Legion it speaks for the united men and women who were in service. It is
their point of contact with the life of the country. The American Legion Weekly is owned exclusively by The
American Legion. Its policy for the ensuing year will be determined by the actions of the Minneapolis convention, for it must represent and reflect at all times the point of view of the majority of its owners. Any
profits that may accrue to it belong to the Legion. How well The American Legion Weekly has fulfilled its
mission can be determined at this date only by the volume of commendatory letters received from its
readers, by the unsolicited indorsements it has received from state conventions and local posts, and from
the recognition of the press.
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Department Commander’s Testimonial

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
RM 546 – 2 State House
24 Beacon St.
Boston, MA 02133-1044
(617) 727-2966
Email: deptadjutant@masslegion.org
DEPARTMENT COMMANDER’S TESTIMONIAL
July 22, 2021
Dear Legion, Auxiliary, SAL and Riders:
Our Department Commander Anthony Dias Testimonial will be held on Saturday, November 27, 2021 at
the:
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel
181 Boston Post Rd W
Marlborough, MA 01752
A social will be held at 5:00 PM and dinner will be served at 6:00 PM
Ticket donations are $40.00 per person and may be purchased from your District Ticket Chairperson by
November 17, 2021. Please make checks payable to “American Legion Department of MA” and mark
“Tickets Only”. Tables will be set for 10 people.

All room reservations must be made directly through the:
Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel Phone Number 508-460-0700
The room rate per night is $103.90 tax included
The American Legion code is AME
The cutoff date for reservation is October 26, 2021.
On behalf of the Committee, we thank you for your co-operation and look forward to seeing everyone on
this joyous occasion.
Yours in comradeship:
Co-Chairman:

Richard Mangels
Robert Desrosiers
Ticket Chairman:
William Chisholm
Ad Book Chairman: Louis Brault - Milton Lashus
Members:
10 District Chairman
Ticket Chairman listed on page 2
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Around the Department

Quincy Legionnaires take part in the dedication of the SGT Lawrence A. Grenhan Memorial Square
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Approximately, 126 American Legion Riders and Friends supported the Veterans and Friends
Ride for Veterans to honor Phil Mello at the Berkley Post 121, October 16, 2021. Department of
Massachusetts Commander’s Aid and Commander of the Berkley 121 Post Rich Mangles and
members (to include Auxilary) organized the ride. Proceeds will be donated to area Veteran and
First Responder organizations. Department of Massachusetts Commander Tony Dias was in
attendance.

Around the Department

The Post was invited to celebrate the New England Regional Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony today
by Chinese American Citizens Alliance - Boston. On December 20, 2018, the Congressional Gold Medal bill
was signed to recognize the service and sacrifice of the more than 20,000 Chinese Americans that served
during World War II. 20% of the Chinese American population served during that time, under the Chinese
Exclusion Act and over 40% were non-US citizens. They served proudly and they served honorably. Many
of them came back to continue their service to their community and help form the American Legion Chinatown Post 328.
Special thanks to the Chinese American Citizens Alliance, City of Boston Veterans Services, Massachusetts
Dept. of Veterans Services and to Past National Commander Jake Comer for this event and for their support.
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Around the Department

Our own National Executive Committeeman Mike Davis was the Hometown Hero
Veteran of the Day for The Springfield Thunderbirds.

Baldwinville Riders Post 373 cleaning the graves at the Winchendon Veterans
Cemetery
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Around the Department

The NQ ROTC under the leadership of Master Sergeant John DeLorenzo are so awesome,
As the Commander of the Son's of American Legion Squadron #294 Morrisette Post, I can
not thank these kids enough for the wonderful job on putting up the flags at the Flags for
Veterans Island at Fort Square! and I can not that so many of great SAL members, for being there with trucks to bring the flags to the Island! Great Job and thank you everyone!
Awesome Team Work!

Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island at the American Legion Information Tent at the Big “E”
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Veterans’ Employment and Training Services (VETS)

The Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS) in partnership between VA and the U.S. Department of Labor offers resources to help Veterans start and continue careers, or set up new businesses. VETS
can help prepare America's veterans, transitioning service members, and military spouses for meaningful
careers.

For more information on how VETS may be able to help you prepare for the next step in your career, go
to : https://www.dol.gov/agencies/vets
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Calendar
11/27

10:00 AM

Membership Meeting, DEC

Best Western Marlboro, MA

11/27

5:00 PM

Department Commander’s Testimonial

Best Western Marlboro, MA

11/28

9:00 AM

Convention Committee Meeting

Best Western Marlboro, ma

100% Posts

Post 72 Wellesley

Post 117 Oliver Ames Jr.

Post 399 LTJG W.M. Penny

Post 80 Ipswich

Post 194 Hamilton

Post 459 Moby Dick

Post 366 East Chelmsford

2022 Membership Standing as of Oct 28, 2021 65% Target Date 11/10/2021

District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1

BERKSHIRE

1245

946

75.98%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

1258
2499
4690
3986
2424
1183
2562
2723

816
1597
3004
2573
1566
705
1712
1678

64.86%
63.91%
64.05%
64.55%
64.60%
59.59%
66.82%
61.62%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

4098

2470

60.27%

370
2984

352
1129

95.14%
37.84%

30022

18,548

61.78%

297 CAPITOL HILL
462 HEADQUARTERS
National Quota
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ALA Programs— National Scholarships

Auxiliary Membership as of 10/21/2021
No. of
Units

Name

2022
Goal

Present
District
No. Quota
Membership Percentage
Units

1

4

BERKSHIRE

205

148

72.20%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

9
12
26
27
11
7
12
13

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

300
340
1041
944
349
174
588
289

118
167
457
361
170
36
241
120

39.33%
49.12%
43.90%
38.24%
48.71%
20.69%
40.99%
41.52%

10
462

13
1

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE
HEADQUARTERS
TOTAL

879
141
5,250

433
81
2,332

49.26%
57.45%
44.42%
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S.A.L. Commander Visit North Adams Post 125

Commander Theroux presents Squadron 125
Commander Joseph A. Poplaski with a certificate recognizing Joe's 22 years of continuous membership with the Sons of The Amer-

Frank R. Stiles, Co L, 2nd Infantry, 104th Infantry
Regiment, 26th Yankee Division. Post 125 is
named for him

2021 S.A.L. Membership Standings
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as of

District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1
2
3
4
5

BERKSHIRE
FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX

180
257
310
919
1130

120
63
140
281
126

66.67%
24.51%
45.16%
30.58%
11.15%

6

NORFOLK

860

250

29.07%

7
8
9

SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

137
347
221

55
85
62

40.15%
24.50%
28.05%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

605

270

44.63%

Capital Hill

10

12

120.00%

National Goal

5074

1464

28.85%
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“Still Serving America”
THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts
E-Legionnaire

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net
Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.
2019-2020 Officers

Commander
Tony Dias
Sr. Vice Commander
Sally Nay
Vice Commanders
Sandra Kee
Lisa McPhee
Nelson Blake
Historian
Mike Deegan
Executive Committee Women
Neysa Wright
Sergeant-at-Arms
Robert Derosuers
National Executive Committeeman
Michael Davis
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Jodie Pajak
Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Paul Prefontaine

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. •
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho
tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high reso
lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap
tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.
• E-mail

everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any
thing with you.

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:
Send your email address to: deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f
macdonald53@comcast.net.
Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.
The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of
The American Legion Media Alliance
TALMA
Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @
The American Legion Department of Massachusetts

