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Commander’s Corner

As we start a new American Legion year I would
like to say thank you to
all who have supported
me over the past years
as I moved through the
positions within my
Post, District and the
Department toward being your commander for
the Department of Massachusetts this year. No
one does it alone I have
had a great deal of support during this trek

from many wonderful
members of The American Legion, Auxiliary,
Sons of the American Legion and of course my
American Legion Riders
group. There are far too
many people to mention
and I would not wish to
miss anyone or any
group. So I just want to
say THANK YOU TO ALL.
This is a bitter sweet moment for me as I have lost
some very important people who have been there
for me along the way. My
husband Marvin Nay who
was a member of all
groups of the Legion Family at his passing and my
twin sister Susan
Matherne who entered
the Army with me and
was a member of my Post
130.

I have always said that
it is important for The
American Legion Family to work together and
that is my goal for this
year. Together we all
grow not only in membership but in support
of our communities,
state and nation.
I have not given up on
my mantra JUST ASK
our fellow Veteran’s to
support The American
Legion. Membership
helps us to support
others through the legislative efforts supported by The American
Legion as well as our
community programs.
So let’s show our pride
in The American Legion
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Commander’s Corner (Continued)
and what it stands for. Let’s assist our fellow Veteran’s and let’s be there for our communities. We
should remember to “Leave no Veteran behind”

One way to help is your fellow Veteran’s is through The American Legion Suicide prevention campaign,
your post may want to review this program and if possible implement it at your post in some form. You
or members of your post can –
Pledge to Be the One at betheone.org by signing up for email updates.

Past Department Commander
My Sincere Thanks,
I would first like to address the success of my last Department Convention as your Department Commander. I thought it it was fantastic. Great job to all the planners for making this happen, special thanks to our
convention committee for a well thought out program.
Bringing all our Legionaries, Sons and Auxiliary together under a single roof was a great idea and kept us
working together as a family. Many ideas were brought forward as it was proven that we all work well
when we work together. Keep it up.
A big “Thank You” to all our Delegates, Alternates and families who took the time to be a very active part of
the Department of Massachusetts, American Legion, 103rd Convention.
I can not say enough about so many people who worked so hard this past year, making our Department
shine as we have been recognized, not only from our brothers and sisters here in New England but our National Organization as well. It has been an honor for our Department to be ranked in the top ten as we get
ready for a new year and new challenges.
A very special thanks goes to our Department office staff for keeping me on time and on target with the various projects, events and post request as the year went by. I found myself making so many new friends
throughout our department. It was one hell of a honor.
Finally, my congratulations goes to all our newly elected officers, once again. I wish our new commander,
Sally Nay, all the success in the world and thanks again on the great job you did as my Senior Vice Commander. Our memberships is looking strong, because of you.
Thank You, Tony Dias
Past Department Commander
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National Commander—Paul E. Dillard
Dear American Legion Family and Friends,
I hope you were as proud last week as I was when I learned the Senate passed
the PACT Act, which will improve the lives of millions of veterans suffering from
toxic exposure. The Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring Our PACT Act
is the most comprehensive toxic exposure legislation ever to pass Congress. It is
a monumental, once in a generation, piece of legislation that will carry an impact
similar to that of the original GI Bill.

The House will need to approve the Senate bill, which should happen as early as
today. Once signed into law, the PACT Act will mean that veterans who were exposed to noxious fumes emanating from burn pits will have access to VA care
and benefits. It also will reform VA’s presumptive decision-making process.
This achievement, in part, is thanks to the nearly 19,000 American Legion Family
members who took action on our advocacy alerts and contacted their senators
to encourage passing this legislation. To sign up to receive future advocacy alerts in participate in campaigns, visit
the Legion’s Legislative Action Center.
The PACT Act closely followed the signing of nine new legislative achievements into law by President Biden.
Among the bills were those that expand veterans’ access to breast cancer screenings; strengthen oversight by VA’s
Office of Inspector General to issue subpoenas in certain circumstances; and extending a program to compensate
veterans exposed to radiation.
But we still have work to do. The recent legislation has accomplished several of our priorities for this session of
Congress. However, there are still critical bills that Congress should approve on behalf of our nation’s veterans,
including ones that would:
• Ensure the process of naturalization through military service is completed prior to discharge. Unfortunately,
many veteran immigrants have been deported after discharge because they were unable to acquire U.S. citizenship while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.
• Create a National Buddy Check week to help address the veteran suicide epidemic. Not only did The American
Legion create the Buddy Check concept but it recent Be The One campaign broadens the initiative to include building awareness to reduce the suicide rate.
We will keep advocating for these important measures. But we need your support, too.
There are many ways in which you can help The American Legion continue its legacy of legislative achievements.
One simple way is to sign up to receive our action alerts. These easy-to-fill-out forms allow you to contact your
members of Congress directly and convey your support for important legislation.

Your support is critical to supporting our nation’s veterans, servicemembers and their family members. And it is
just one of many ways that The American Legion demonstrates that we are …
Veterans Strengthening America.
Paul E. Dillard
National Commander
Page 3

Auxiliary President
Hello Everyone
I am so thrilled and honored to be the Department President this year. It was so nice to see so many familiar faces
and new ones at our convention and it was great having everyone all together again.
As of 25 June, we were only 93 members away from reaching 100% membership. I know we can do this!
My theme this year is “Stepping Up to the Plate,” in honor of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
who stepped up to the plate during WWII.
A little background on how the league got its start:

The All-American Girls Professional Baseball League held its inaugural season in 1943. Originally a hybrid
of softball and baseball, its name was changed mid-season ’43 to the All-American Girls Softball League,
but again during the ’43 season the name was changed to the All-American Girls Baseball League. The
AAGPBL is the forerunner of women's professional league sports in the United States. Over 600 women
played in the league, which consisted of eventually 10 teams located in the American Midwest from 19431954.
Originally, played with underhand pitch and a softball, the game evolved with the use of overhand pitching
with a baseball.
Why the AAGPBL?
Chicago Cubs owner, Philip K. Wrigley started the league out of a concern that men's major league baseball would suffer when players were called for military service. The players, known as the Belles of the
Ball Game, delivered such a high level of play that during the league’s tenure, drew more than a million
fans to the stands.
Cultural Impact
What started as a stopgap wartime entertainment turned into a professional showcase for women baseballhttps://www.britannica.com/sports/baseball players.
The cultural effects of the AAGPBL lasted long after the league disbanded. The AAGPBL created a change in
the traditional occupation of women and opened doors to further athletic opportunity for women in the
future.

All the department officers and members are here to help promote our programs and mission, so please do not
hesitate to contact us for assistance.
I am looking forward to working with you all for a wonderful and productive year!

Deb Lyons
Department President
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Detachment Commander—Gene Theroux
Highlights from the 54th Annual Convention of the Detachment of Massachusetts
The Detachment Convention was held on June 24-25, 2022, at the Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough, Massachusetts. The election of officers was held on Saturday, June 25th with the election of the Detachment Commander, five Vice
Commanders, Chaplain, Historian, National Executive Committeeman, and Alternate National Executive Committeeman. Past
National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion Clifford A. Smith was the installation officer.
2022-2023 Detachment Officers

Left to right: Bill Sheehan Vice Commander, Donald Lindsay, Chaplain, Jesse Limanek, Vice Commander, Fred Simmons, Vice
Commander, Jason Kelley, Vice Commander, James Blake, Vice Commander, Mark McCue, National Executive Committee, Eric
Volk, Historian, William J. Murphy, Alternate National Executive Committee; back row: Clifford A. Smith, Past National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion, Installing Officer, and Gene Theroux, Detachment Commander.
Three Past National Commander Scholarships to honor the three Past National Commanders “PNC” of the Sons of The American Legion were awarded to three Detachment members. Recipients of the PNC scholarships included Justin Limanek who
attends the Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Aaron Muldrew, an Eagle Scout from Troop 821 who attends Northeastern
University, and Malcolm “Mac” Mahoney who will be attending Dartmouth College in September. Mac Mahoney is an alumnus of Mass Boys State, the Massachusetts High School Oratorical Contest winner. Each recipient read their essay before
being presented their scholarship plaque and check for $ 1,000. The names are redacted, and the four scholarship judges do
not know who the writer of the essay or of their squadron. All three PNC scholarship recipient’s essays were inspiring. Congratulations to Justin, Aaron, and Mac – the best of luck to each of these fine young men as they pursue their educational and
professional goals.
There were a lot of membership awards presented to squadrons for meeting or exceeding 100% membership. The Detachment of Massachusetts membership for 2022 is at 104.77% with a renewal rate of 89.99% as of the June 23, 2022, National
SAL Membership Report. The Detachment is only 12 membership renewals short to obtain the Detachment goal of 105%
membership and to exceed the goal of a 90% renewal rate – simply awesome and congratulations to all ten districts for
meeting and exceeding 100% membership.
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Meet the Candidate for National Commander
Vincent James “Jim” Troiola—2022-2023—New York
Jim was born in Jamaica, New York and
graduated from High School in 1968. The year following his graduation he joined the United State
Navy where he served aboard the USS Nitro, and
auxiliary ammunition ship serving with the Sixth
Fleet. After his time aboard the Nitro in 19701971, he went on to the Naval Reserves until 1974
when he was honorably discharged as a 3rd class
petty officer.
He and his wife Saveria have been married
been married for over 46 years. They have two
daughters, Laura and Jeanette, one son-in-law Michael and three grandchildren, Alexander, Abigail
and Natalia (three generations of Auxiliary members plus a SAL Grandson.)
Jim spent his entire working career in the
Automotive Service industry where he began as a
Parts Manager at a local Chevrolet Dealer and went
on to serve in many capacities of management. At
the time of his retirement in February 2017, he was
Director of Service and Parts at a New York Metro
Mercedes Benz Dealership.
After a brief time at home, Jim began an entirely new career as a school bus driver for the Falmouth School District and also works parttime as a
motorcoach operator.
Jim served as the New York Department
Commander in 2010-2011 and as a National Vice
Commander in 2016-2017
.
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Meet the Candidate for National Commander
Daniel J. Seehafer—2023-2024—Wisconsin
Dan was born and raised in Merrill, Wisconsin, In high school, he was the class treasurer and a
member of the Marching Jays and Jazz Band. Dan
was also involved in sports already lettering in Cross
-Country as a Sophomore. Dan’s real prize, however, came when he crossed the finish line of his 7th
grade dream of becoming a pastor.
After High School, Dan attended Concordia
University in Mequon, WI, and received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree. As part of Concordia’s global education program, he had the opportunity to travel and
visit the Holy Land. Dan continued his education by
earning a Master of Divinity from Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN. He also studied
in Tallinn Stonia. His two years of field work were as
St. Peter Lutheran Church in Decatur, IN and he
served his vicarage year at St. John Lutheran Church
in Plymouth, WI.
In august 1997, he came to Horicon WI and
was installed as the Assistant Pastor of St. Stephen
Lutheran Church. October 2000, he accepted the
position of Administrative Pastor at St. Stephen,
where he is currently serving.
As God has a way of opening and closing
doors, so it was with “Lieutenant Dan’s” military
uniform. His service to Gos and Country would never be placed in storage, however, Dan continued to
serve our veterans and their families by holding numerous position within the American Legion over his
25 continuous years of membership.
Dan is married to his wife Stacey. He has
two children, a son (Jacob) and a daughter (Emma) .
Stacey and Emma are members of Unit 157, Horicon
and Jacob is a member of Squadron 157 Horicon.
Dan has served as Wisconsin Department
Commander and as the National Chaplain of The
American Legion.
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Membership—DSVC Sandra Davis
Wow, it’s hard to believe a new American Legion year is upon us. With the new year comes the opportunity for a
new beginning. Let’s start by flipping the script and changing the message. Let’s start talking to people from a personal value perspective. People need to FEEL they belong in our Legion Family, People need to FEEL they are care
about. People need to FEEL they are important. People need to FEEL they are valued. They need to FEEL that being
a part of our American Legion Family is valuable. In essence, our people are more than just numbers, they are our
extended family and should always FEEL that way. This year let’s focus on personal connections and the personal
value the American Legion Family has to each of us. With this perspective, our American Legion Population theme
this year is…

Make It Personal!
What does ‘Make It Personal!’ mean? It’s all about the personal touch. Understanding the personal value of The
American Legion and building stronger American Legion communities. It’s about making personal connections, creating/understanding personal value and forming personal bonds. Give people a sense of belonging and value so
they’ll join and stay in our American Legion Family Community.
The goal this year is….To build a stronger, growing American Legion Family to better serve our veterans, our families
and our communities.
In the coming year we want to focus on a few key areas: Team Building (together we can accomplish so much more
than any one person can alone), New Blood (attracting new people to our family), We gotta Keep’m (engagement is
the key to retention), Keep the Swamp Drained (DMS-it’s a very powerful tool when properly used), and Inclusion
(everyone is welcome in our family).
As we start this new Legion year, we’ve got a class A starting lineup with DVC Lisa McPhee (area of focus: New
Blood), DVC Scott Conner (area of focus: We Gotta Keep’m), DVC Nelson Blake (area of focus: Keep the swamp
drained-DMS), and DECW Cindy Lacoste (area of focus: Inclusion). We’ve also put together a few helpful resources
to guide us. So, mark your calendars and participate in these upcoming events:
July 18th (7pm): Legion Family Population Roundtable via ZOOM
August 13th (10am): Building a Strong Legion Family Workshop at Quinsigamond Post 318
August 15th (7pm): Legion Family Population Roundtable via ZOOM
(Anyone interested can join any of these events by emailing me (skeeisme@hotmail.com) for details or to
sign-up)
We are here to help. We are stronger together, so don’t wait…Today is the perfect day to MAKE IT PERSONAL!
Sandra Davis
Dept. Sr. Vice Commander

Department Membership Standings 2022 Membership Year
District 9: Bristol 110.36%
District 6: Norfolk 107.47%
District 2: Franklin/Hampshire 105.41%
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From the Service Officer—Hospice care for Veterans
Hospice care is used when a disease gets to the point when medical treatment cannot cure or control it.
Usually hospice care is requested when the patient is expected to live for only six months or less. Many
companies that offer hospice care services recruit volunteer veterans to pair them with veterans receiving
hospice care as they face these life-limiting illnesses. These veteran hospice volunteers have the ability to
relate and connect with these terminally ill veterans, and are needed throughout the state.
Service Officers often become involved with veterans and their families during hospice care. As modern
medicine can now predict a patient’s death in some cases, it gives the veteran the opportunity to ensure
his loved ones will be prepared when dealing with their loss. As the service officer can provide the veteran
and his family information regarding the VA Burial Benefit, and helping them to apply for any compensation they may be eligible for upon the veteran’s death.
However, there remains a need for veteran volunteers, with no specific training, to provide companionship and to help these dying veterans navigate their final months with dignity and appreciation. The
Metrowest Homecare and Hospice is searching for such veteran volunteers. For more information contact ; victoria.mcbrine@amedisys.com or call 508-266-8290 x 119
Semper Fi
Mike Whalen

Marketing—NEC Michael Davis
Greetings all. With the new American Legion year beginning and new department officers in place, our first
marketing and fundraising campaign the yearly address label program will take place soon. The labels are
distributed yearly by national on behalf of the department in July. Please consider a donation as funds are
earmarked for Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation. These funds help support the very first of our four pillars
and fund very worthwhile programs. Thank you in advance for your participation.

Sincerely,
Mike Davis NEC

2023 Membership Cards
The 2023 Membership Cards for the American Legion were distributed at the Convention. Post need to
get with the District Membership Chairperson to receive their cards. Please note the National organization was not able to print the Green Bar Sheets, therefor their are not any roster in the packets. Utilize
MyLegion to get your post rosters or see your District Chairperson if you are not able to get onto
myLegion.
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Editorial—PDC John P. Lenotte

Another holiday is right upon us, the 4th of July. Time for cookouts, travel and fireworks. All good stuff.
I believe that this is perhaps our greatest national holiday. It celebrates the Declaration of Independence.
The breaking away from England to become our own nation.
I will venture to say that this year’s holiday is the most important one in some time. There are those in
government, media and educational circles who basically trash talk this great nation.
Our history has not been perfect, we have stumbled along the way. But we have and continue to make
progress, These United States of America are the best nation on Earth. Just look at how many try to immigrate here every year. History shows how much we have accomplished since 1776.
As a nation we can focus on what is wrong. OR we can look at how to make our country even better. Nonviolent dissension is good but there are too many at all levels of our society who actively promote breaking
the laws. There are some laws that have been ignored regarding protests and demonstrations. Look at
those protesting in front of the homes of Supreme Court Justices trying to influence their decisions. There
have been those who tried to burn federal buildings. Little to nothing done to those who have defied the
law.
We need a return to being civil, to respect authority, to respect our military, law enforcement and our flag.
There needs to be honest teaching about our history and how our government functions - we used to call it
a Civics class! It is our responsibility as parents, grandparents and adults in general to look at how our
youth are being educated. This may include being proactive at school board meetings, PTA meetings and
even at the ballot box. This is an area that we, as members of the American Legion Family, can take an
active role.
Congratulations to the new MA American Legion Department Commander Sally Nay and all her officers for
the year 2022 - 2023. And to immediate Past Department Commander Tony Dias and his officers for an
outstanding year. In 2 months time we will be electing a new National Commander at the Convention in
Milwaukee, WI.
May God Bless the United States of America and remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice for our
freedoms that we hold so dear. Also remember those currently serving and their families who support
them.
John Lenotte, Past Commander, Post 4 Haverhill MA; Past Commander District 8 Essex County and Past
Commander, Department of MA. Member American Legion National Security Council. Candidate for Alternate Executive Committeeman representing the Department of MA. Member, American Institute of
Parliamentarians. I may be reached at jplenotte@gmail.com
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Last WWII Medal of Honor recipient leaves legacy
Marine Cpl. Hershel “Woody” Williams, the last living World War II
Medal of Honor of recipient, passed away June 29 at the Huntington, W.Va., VA Medical Center, which bears his name. He was 98.
Williams, an American Legion member for more than 70 years, received the medal for his actions during the Battle of Iwo Jima in
February 1945. Williams was cited for his valor going alone and
fighting for four hours to knock out Japanese forces, allowing for
Allied tanks to proceed.
Later that year, at age 22, Williams received the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest award for military
valor, from President Harry Truman.
"For me, receiving the Medal of Honor was actually the lifesaver because it forced me to talk about the experiences that I had, which was a therapy that I didn't even know I was doing," Williams said during a 2018
Boy Scouts recognition ceremony in Fairmont, W.Va.
His legacy, however, will not be limited to his actions on the battlefield. He spent decades of his life honoring families of the fallen, inspiring youth and promoting patriotism. For example, Williams, a member of
Post 177 in Barboursville, W.Va., regularly spoke at Boys State. “He was a tremendous Legionnaire and he
was passionate about honoring Gold Star Families,” Dillard said. “He was truly a patriot. People like Woody
you cannot replace. We will miss him.”
Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin shared similar sentiments on Twitter, saying, “Today, America lost not
just a valiant Marine and a Medal of Honor recipient, but an important link to our nation’s fight against tyranny in WWII. Woody Williams gave to his nation on the battlefield and after, establishing a foundation to
honor and recognize Gold Star families.”
The idea for his nationwide tribute to Gold Star families originated during an appearance at an American
Legion post, Williams told The American Legion Magazine for a profile in 2015. At the event, he asked Gold
Star Mothers to raise their hands. He then thanked them, paying tribute to the 10 women for their sacrifice. Afterward, a teary-eyed man lingered behind and approached Williams. “I said, ‘Sir, is there something I can do? Is there some way I can help you?’” Williams recalls. “He said, ‘Dads cry too.’” The man, a
widower, had recently lost his only child in the war in Afghanistan.
Following that exchange, Williams set out on a new mission: honor families of the fallen by establishing a
Gold Star Memorial in every state. To date, more than 100 monuments have been installed in dozens of
states while other memorials are in the planning stages.

Dillard also called for a state funeral to honor Williams, as supported by a resolution passed in 2018.
“All Medal of Honor recipients are extraordinary and Woody Williams was particularly special to The American Legion,” Dillard said. “He was a proud Legionnaire who demonstrated legendary valor at Iwo Jima and
then spent a lifetime serving veterans and Gold Star Families. He was a true American hero in every sense
of the word. We extend our condolences to his family.”
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American Legion National College

The American Legion
National College
The American Legion’s
Premier Leadership and Training Program

Application Deadline July 21, 2022
for the
December 11 – 16, 2022 Class
Applications, for those that meet the basic criteria, are due at
Department NLT July 21, 2022. Applicants must have completed the
Basic Training course online. Additional information may be found at
www.legion.org › legion › pdf › 2022_Legion_College_Application.
Contact: DVC Scott M. Conner (2021 NALC graduate) for further information.
smconner@charter.net
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Softball

From The Polish National Credit Union who sponsored $1,000 to our new fledgling Lady’s Softball
Fastpitch program. We want to thank you for your communities support.
Sarah, Marketing Chairman for PNCU stated that,
“We’re grateful for the opportunity to support the American Legion and our Veterans who provide opportunities for our youth to showcase their talents and represent their communities. Jodie Pajak (pictured
center) served as state commander of the American Legion. She is accompanied by her daughter Erin
(left) and Sarah Mailhott, VP, Marketing for PNCU (right). We re proud to sponsor the American Legion
Lady’s Fastpitch Softball Tournament”.
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Softball
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Baseball
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S.A.L. and Scouting
On behalf of the Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Massachusetts, I'm pleased and honored to confirm to
you our commitment to the Scouting program.
During the 54th Convention, under new business, a motion was made by Past National Commander Clifford A. Smith
to have a line item in the annual budget to contribute the Eagle Scout Scholarship in the amount of $ 250 which was
seconded and unanimously approved by the delegates. The Detachment of Massachusetts recognizes the importance
of Scouting just as the Legionnaires at the first American Legion National Convention held in Minneapolis, Minnesota
held on November 10-12, 1919, passing a resolution singling out the Boy Scouts of America for support by American
Legion Posts.
The Sons of The American Legion Detachment of Massachusetts wanted to show our commitment to Scouting and to
help fund the annual Eagle Scout of the Year scholarship awards.
Congratulations to you and to the Department of Massachusetts Scouting family team for the successful 2022 Camporee. I'm confident that the 2023 family camporee will obtain the goal of 50 troops in attendance for the 50th Annual
Camporee to be held father's day weekend (June 16-18, 2023). My plan is to spend the entire weekend at the 2023
Camporee.
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Around the Department—Boys State
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Around the Department—Dracut Post 315 Memorial Day
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Around the Department—Convention

Some of the awards presented at the 103rd Department of Massachusetts Convention—goto our Facebook Page The American Legion Department of Massachusetts for additional pictures!
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Around the Department Convention—Memorial Service
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Around the Department—Convention New Commander

Newly elected Department Commander Sally Nay takes oath
of office from Past National Commander John P. “Jake”
Comer

Commander Sally Nay ready to get pinned by her son (and
Aide) Matt Nay
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Department Sergeant At Arms Robert Desrosiers escorts
newly sworn in Commander Sally Nay around the convention hall.

Commander Sally Nay received=s her Commander's Hat
from her grandson

Calendar

7/23/2022

7/27/2022

Department Baseball Tournament

Fino Field
Milford, MA

7/26/2022

7/28/2022

Softball Tournament

Greenleaf Park
Springfield, MA

8/3/2022

8/7/2022

Regional Baseball Tournament

Fitton Field, Holy Cross
Worcester, MA

8/19/2022

8/21/2022

Youth Cadet Law Enforcement

State Police Academy
New Braintree MA

8/26/2022

9/1/2022

National Convention

Milwaukie, WI

2022 Membership Standing as of June 30, 2022
District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1

BERKSHIRE

1245

1302

104.58%

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

1258
2499
4656
3986
2424
1183
2562
2723

1326
2565
4706
4134
2605
1188
2688
3005

105.41%
102.64%
101.07%
103.71%
107.47%
100.42%
104.92%
110.36%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

4098

4012

97.90%

370
2984

389
1753

105.14%
58.75%

30022

29,673

98.84%

297 CAPITOL HILL
462 HEADQUARTERS
National Quota
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History

Founded in 1919, The American Legion Auxiliary has nearly 1 million members from all walks of
life. The Auxiliary administers hundreds of volunteer programs, gives tens of thousands of hours to
its communities and to veterans, and raises millions of dollars to support its own programs, as well
as other worthwhile charities familiar to Americans. It is all accomplished with volunteers.
While originally organized to assist The American Legion, the Auxiliary has achieved its own
unique identity while working side-by-side with the veterans who belong to The American Legion.
Like the Legion, the Auxiliary’s interests have broadened to encompass the entire community.
The American Legion Auxiliary is made up of the male and female spouses, grandmothers, mothers, sisters, and direct and adopted female descendants of members of The American Legion.
Through its nearly 10,500 units located in every state and some foreign countries, the Auxiliary
embodies the spirit of America that has prevailed through war and peace. Along with The American Legion, it solidly stands behind America and its ideals.

Auxiliary Membership as of 5/27/2022
No. of
Units

Name

2022
Goal

Present
District
No. Quota
Membership Percentage
Units

1

4

BERKSHIRE

205

198

96.59%

2

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

9
12
26
27
11
7
12
13

FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX
NORFOLK
SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

300
340
1041
944
349
174
588
289

272
355
1064
912
371
151
584
292

90.67%
104.41%
102.21%
96.61%
106.30%
86.78%
99.32%
101.04%

4
5
15
11
6
2
7
3

10
462

13
1

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE
HEADQUARTERS
TOTAL

879
141
5,250

838
148
5,185

95.34%
104.96%
98.76%

5
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History

The Sons of The American Legion was created in 1932 as an organization within The American Legion. The SAL is made up of boys and men of all ages whose parents or grandparents served in the
United States military and became eligible for membership in The American Legion. Together,
members of The American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American
Legion make up what is known as the Legion Family. All three organizations place high importance
on preserving our American traditions and values, improving the quality of life for our nation's children, caring for veterans and their families, and perhaps most importantly, teaching the fundamentals of good citizenship.
The SAL has study programs recommended for younger members. One such program, called "The
Ten Ideals," teaches the elements of patriotism, health, knowledge, training, honor, faith, helpfulness, courtesy, reverence and comradeship. If a member completes the Ten Ideals program, he is
eligible to continue with another program called the "Five-Point Program of Service." This program
covers patriotism, citizenship, discipline, leadership and legionism.

2021 S.A.L. Membership Standings as of 6/30/2022

Page 24

District

Goal

Current

% of Goal

1
2
3
4
5

BERKSHIRE
FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE
HAMPDEN
WORCESTER
MIDDLESEX

180
257
310
920
1130

192
261
359
949
1221

106.67%
101.56%
115.81%
103.15%
108.05%

6

NORFOLK

860

934

108.60%

7
8
9

SUFFOLK
ESSEX
BRISTOL

137
347
227

140
382
253

102.19%
110.09%
111.45%

10

PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE

608

646

106.25%

Capital Hill

10

11

110.00%

National Goal

5074

5348

105.50%

SUPPORTING
The American Legion

Veteran’s and Families
Fund

Ride or drive
Scavenger hunt
COST PER PERSON $15 (Under 12 free)

July 17, 2022

Starting at: Dalton-Lavelle Post 224
190 Pleasant St. Easthampton, MA
Groups may register and start from 9:00 am to 10:00 am
(No registrations after 10:15)

Ending at: American Legion Post 338
46 Powder Mill Road Southwick, MA

Groups need to be back to post 338 by 1 pm
Lunch to follow at 1pm – Lunch only $15

Raffles to support
The American Legion Veterans
and Families Fund
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50/50 Raffle
To Support the
National Auxiliary Emergency Fund
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“Still Serving America”
THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Massachusetts
E-Legionnaire

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the
official publication of the Department of
Massachusetts American Legion and is
published at least 12 times per year

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department
of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guidelines for submissions.

The American Legion
Department of Massachusetts, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02122-1099
email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net
Editor
Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.
2021-2022 Officers

Commander
Tony Dias
Sr. Vice Commander
Sally Nay
Vice Commanders
Sandra Kee
Lisa McPhee
Nelson Blake
Historian
Mike Deegan
Executive Committee Women
Neysa Wright
Sergeant-at-Arms
Robert Derosuers
National Executive Committeeman
Michael Davis
Alternate National Executive
Committeeman
Jodie Pajak
Service Officer
Mike Whalen
Paul Prefontaine

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save
your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to
make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. •
WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho
tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embedded in the article) as high reso
lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track
them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap
tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.
• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help
us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing
program.
• E-mail

everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any
thing with you.

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire:
Send your email address to: deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f
macdonald53@comcast.net.
Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service? Send the Department
office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you.
The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc.
Room 546-2, State House
Boston, MA 02133

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of
The American Legion Media Alliance
TALMA
Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @
The American Legion Department of Massachusetts

