
 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander’s Corner     

February 2020 

T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

 

Greetings, fellow Legion-

naires. I hope you all en-

joyed yourselves and 

spent some time with your 

loved ones over the holi-

days. 

I want to commend the 

districts and posts on their 

hard work on their mem-

bership. So far, we have 

met all of Nationals per-

centages. Congratulations 

to all of the of the mem-

bership award winners 

thus far. We need to con-

tinue this effort through 

the second half of the 

year. Our quota is 32,723 

members. If we continue 

to work hard we can do it. 

Please don’t quit. 

A few districts have had, 

or are having revitaliza-

tions. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

districts had a very suc-

cessful revitalization. Each 

post that received these 

new members should wel-

come these members, and 

get them involved in any 

post activity that may in-

terest them.  

These can be very success-

ful if well prepared for. If 

you are hesitant in having 

a revitalization due to lack 

of knowledge, do not wor-
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ry because we have a 

well-trained membership 

team here in Massachu-

setts. The national head-

quarters will send out 

lists and will also do ad-

vanced public notification 

which includes personal 

notifications in the form 

of post cards and PSA’s in 

our community and sur-

rounding area. Pick a 

date (1 – 3 days) and at 

least a month in advance. 

It can be done and the 

success that we have ex-

perienced so far is very 

positive.  

Department Sr. Vice 

Commander Diaz and I 

would like to see more  

 

Continued on Page 5 
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Department Membership Standings (1/30/2020) 

District 10: Ply/Barn/Dukes/ Nan  94.18%

District 2:  Franklin/Hampshire 93.60% 

District 1:  Berkshire  90.85% 
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 Email Scam 

From National Adjutant Dan Wheeler  

 

We don't know how many people will receive this email purporting to be from the National  
Commander. It is a scam; do not respond.  Please alert your members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Thursday, January 30, 2020, 7:47 AM, James Oxford <members@sicances.com> wrote: 
 

Hello Hans,  

 

How Are You Today? I Need Your Assistance, Are You Available? I'm Out Of Town. Can You Please Handle 
This For Me On Behalf Of The Legion, American Legion Needs Gift Cards For Donation To Veterans Hospice 
Care Units Across The Community.  

 

Kindly Confirm If You Can Help Out.  

 

James W. Oxford   
National Commander  

American Legion  

 

© 2020 American Legion | Private | Legal .  

mailto:members@sicances.com
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Happy New Year American Legion Family! It’s hard to believe that 
it’s already been a year since the American Legion’s Temporary Fi-
nancial Assistance (TFA) program provided more than $1 million in 
non-repayable grants to Coast Guard families affected by the long-
est government shutdown. 

TFA grants, like the ones distributed to the Coast Guard families, 
are made possible through donations to The American Legion Vet-
erans & Children Foundation.  
Grants from the foundation not only provide vital support for mili-
tary and veteran parents in unexpected financial crises, they also 
support American Legion service officers in their tireless efforts to 

obtain care and benefits for disabled veterans and families. These service officers provide free expert 
assistance to more than 700,000 veterans, widows and families as they navigate the complexities of VA 
benefits and services they have earned through their service. 

The Veterans & Children Foundation improves lives for veterans, servicemembers and their families. It is 
essential that the foundation remain a resource for our comrades in need in communities throughout 
the nation. Whether funds are used to assist Coast Guardsmen who are missing paychecks, a veteran 
and their family who lost their home to a fire, or a military family struggling to make ends meet, the Vet-
erans & Children Foundation needs your support. 

For the remainder of my term as your national commander, I will be focusing on my fundraising goal of 
$25 million for the Veterans & Children Foundation. I am confident that with your kind contributions, 
we will indeed assist veterans, support military families and build a strong foundation for the future. 

To donate to the foundation, please visit  legion.org/donate. You also may download the Veterans & 
Children Foundation brochure at legion.org/publications. 
 
Building a foundation for the future, 

 
 

 

James W. “Bill” Oxford  

National Commander  

 

 

 
James W. Oxford, National Commander of The American Legion 
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 Auxiliary President Coral Mae Grout 

Hello Members! 

Thank you for being a part of our wonderful Organizations --- American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary, and/or Sons of the American Legion!  As we enter the 
month of February, there are several activities members of the American Legion 
Family can continue to work together to serve veterans, as well as our communities.  

Hospitalized veterans really appreciate receiving handmade Valentines from school 
children!  I have seen members of the American Legion visit schools to share their 

thoughts and experiences.  Places where American veterans have served can be identified on world 
maps and this can open up some excellent lessons for students at any grade level.  At the conclusion of 
the presentation, students often thank the visitors with a handmade valentine.  Auxiliary members can 
work collaboratively with schoolteachers to make valentines as an art activity.  Send the completed cards 
in CARE packages to servicemen and women overseas or take them to a nearby VA facility or nursing 
home. For more information, Cindy Kelley, our ALA Department VA&R chairman will be happy to re-
spond. 

This is also the time of the year when SAL and ALA members can offer their services to assist the Ameri-
can Legion as oratorical contests are held in schools and districts.  The National prizes are outstanding!  
And, Massachusetts has had winners in the past.  Preparing for the Oratorical Contest is an extraordinary 
learning experience for students.  They learn about the Constitution in a way no classroom can match.  
Being involved with the National contest is awesome.  Although there is no reimbursement for volun-
teers who help, it is well worth the time and money involved. Contact the American Legion Department 
of MA for more information. 

Deadlines for ALA Scholarship applications are quickly approaching.  The deadline is March 15th to Units.  
There are also many Department of Massachusetts scholarships.  In the past, some Districts have not 
even had one applicant.  Let’s not have that take place this year.  For more information contact, Jen 
Hamre, our Department Education chairman. 

We’re still actively involved with membership!  As of January 24th, the Department of MA ALA is four-
teenth in the Nation and 3rd in the Division.  Please contact those members who haven’t paid their dues 
yet.  Also, look for new members in your communities.  100% membership can happen this year, with 
your help!  Don’t hesitate to contact our Membership Team for help.  Our members are Mary Ann Ven-
tulett, Maureen MacDonald, and Ann Fournier. 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

Coral May Grout, Department President. 
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“Open Houses” style revitalizations at the post level. Invite the veterans and their families to our local post home 

and show them what we are, what we do and what they are missing out on. Make it an American Legion Family 

affair. In other words, include the Auxiliary, Son’s, Riders and Juniors. What better way to let your community 

know what we are all about. 

Our great organization cannot exist without membership. I am so proud of those that have accepted leadership 

rolls. Many have been in leadership roles for several years. Hopefully some of these members will become active 

members and be mentored to become future leaders of our organization.  

Please continue to do the good things you are doing, membership is everyone’s responsibility. I am so apprecia-

tive of all of you.  

Please plan to support local activities coming up such as Oratorical competitions, a local Four-Chaplin service. I 

attended district 10 Oratorical competition of which they had three very capable candidates that I’m sure will go 

far into the final rounds for this year.  

Yours in comradeship, 

Department Commander 

Jodie Pajak 

Commander’s Corner (Continued) 

  

The American Legion is looking for volunteers to help with the 2020 National High School Oratorical Con-

test Finals in Indianapolis, April 18-19. 

The contest is held at the Wyndham Indianapolis West hotel, where more than 50 youth from across the 

country deliver a speech on the U.S. Constitution. The top three finalists will compete for $52,000 in schol-

arships. 

Volunteers will be provided with specific contest details, a job responsibility and training. All expenses re-

lated to volunteering with the contest, such as travel, housing and food, are paid for by the volunteer. 

National Oratorical Contest Volunteers 

New Massachusetts Director of Woman Veterans 

We recently welcomed Susan McDonough (Army Veteran) as our Massachusetts Director of Women Vet-

erans. 

Susan McDonough is the The American Legion McDonough Post 368 Post Commander this year. 

Please welcome her and contact information is below: 

Susan.McDonough2@mass.gov 617-210-5930. Thank you Susan for your continued service. 
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 Membership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings from Senior Vice Commander Anthony Dias, the Department of Massachusetts Membership 

Chairman.  Great job as of the last DEC meeting on 1/18/2020, that was held at the Clark Haddad Post 188 

Sandwich MA.  All Districts made the national quota of 85%, except one which was just shy of the 85% .This 

is a work in progress and we will make the percentage mandated by national, by the February 12th date! 

To date we have transferred over 656 members from Post 462 into a post home.  This is the goal to in-

crease post membership by at least 1,500.  It can be done. With the help of our District commanders and 

Post Commanders the future looks bright.  It's just going to take a little bit of hard work . I thank each and 

every one of them for just that .  Working with post commanders and Senior Vice Commanders . 

For the month of February we are concentrating on District 10 who has scheduled a revitalization through-

out the District.  (See information flyer elsewhere in this newsletter) DVC Steve Souza will be there to assist 

District 10.   

As of now the department has a list of all the post that do want to have a members transferred from 462 

into their post.   And the ones that don't.  We're going to do our very best to see if we can increase that 

number in each one of the posts that do by at least 10 to 15 new members . 

I encourage any post or district commander that wants to revitalize a certain post or district to please con-

tact me or the department of Massachusetts immediately it takes about six weeks to put everything in 

place . 

National has given us the tools to build our membership it's up to us to use them and if anyone has any ide-

as about starting a new post please contact me I'd be more than glad to help thanks see you at the next 

DEC meeting.  Be safe everyone! 
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 Membership—District 10 Revitalization 

Department of Massachusetts  
District 10 Revitalization  

 
Schedule:  Friday      February 21 from 13:00 to 17:00  
                  Saturday  February 22 from 10:00 to 17:00  

 

Oak Point Ballroom  
200 Oak Point Drive  

(Off Route 105 Middleborough 
About 2 miles from the Halifax border)  

Middleborough, MA 02346  
Contact person Bob Burke 

508-415-8501 
 
 

Many of our posts in District 10 are in need of additional members.  The National Office has lists of peo-
ple who are either past members or people who are members in a holding post.  The National office will 
send out postcards notifying these candidates that we will be calling to see if they would like to be trans-
ferred to a local post.  They will also provide us with the same list so we can make follow-up phone calls.  
We will assemble at the above address to make these follow-up phone calls.  All we ask is that you bring a 
cell phone and its charger.  Scripts and help sheets will be provided.  
 
This process has been very successful in the western districts of the department.   We hope to duplicate 
their number of volunteers’ and their performance and so like them we can bring in many new members. 
 

We would like to see at least one representative from each post.   You will be allowed to call your towns 
potential transfer’s first.  Once you finish your town (assuming you want to stay) you can help with anoth-
er town. 
 
I’m not going to assign shifts nor do I expect many of you to be able to work all day.  Please call so I can 
add you to the roster.  Any day or any time you want is fine with me.  Just remember the more calls we 
make the better chances we have of getting more members paying their dies to a local post. 
 

District 10 Revitalization Committee 
Richard Cameron District 10 Commander 
Joe Gracia  District 10 Adjutant 
Bob Burke  Department Treasurer 
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 Community Service—DVC Sally Nay 

The last meeting of the Community Service Committee was held on January 25, 2020 at Post 414 Sutton. 

 

We would like to congratulate the following post for receiving the Al White Award – 

 September 2019 – Augustus P. Gardner Post 227 Middleton for their 10th annual Chelsea Soldiers 

Home residents day at their post home. 

 October 2019 – American Legion Post 1 New Bedford for their Veteran’s Expo  

 November 2019 – Leo C. Roth American Legion Post 315 for their military honor guard and partici-

pation in ceremony’s at the Pollard Memorial Library. 

 

We would also like to mention Post 1274 Westfield for their submission for Thanksgiving baskets to the 

104th at Barnes AFB 

 

The committee is still accepting submissions for December 2019 and January 2020.  It is not too soon to 

start submitting nominations for the Conway Community Service Award, the Mulkern Educator of the year 

and the Pendill/Shriver awards. Submissions are now being accepted and need to be to me by April 4, 

2020 to be considered for these awards.  

 

JOHN MULKERN EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

 

 Criteria: Candidates for the John Mulkern Education of the Year Award – 

 

 Must be endorsed by an American Legion Post. 

 Accomplishments of the individual must be over and above his/her usual vocation. 

 Consideration will be given to someone whose activities in the field of education is far in excess of 

 what one would expect in that field. 

 Applicants may be male/female, veteran/non-veteran, Legionnaire/non-Legionnaire.  

 A majority vote of the Community Service Committee will be final. 

 The Post that is submitting a candidate must have a current CPR and Post Roster on File for their 

 candidate to be considered for this award. 

 

THE JOSEPH J. CONWAY MEMORIAL AWARD 

 

 Rules and Guidelines for: The Joseph J. Conway Memorial Award 

 

 The recipient would have made a continuing contribution to the betterment of his/her community 

or the people herein. 

Youth: Work done with the community organizations. Examples hockey, baseball, scouts,  
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 Community Service (Continued) 

musical and marching units etc. 

Elderly and Handicapped: Services to and fore: Examples having parties, at your post, parties at 

rest homes, sightseeing trips, movies, entertainment, etc.  

Hospitalized Services: Voluntary services: Examples beano parties, dances, off station parties, 

entertainment and other services to Veteran Hospitals or to any type of hospital. 

Any other possible community service activates. 

 

Nominations for consideration of a Legionnaire, Auxiliary member, Sons of the Legion, or junior 

 member for this award must be made by the Legion Post along with the Legion Family organization 

 requesting submission of this award.  

Submissions will include letter or resume of accomplishments 

The submission will be signed by the Post Commander and Adjutant 

The submission will also be signed by the Legion Family organization president/secretary or squadron

 commander/adjutant submitting the request. 

Proof of accomplishments shall be made to the committee where possible. 

No Legionnaire, Auxiliary member, Squadron member or Junior Auxiliary member may receive this 

 award while serving on their respective Department Executive Committees.  

No person serving on the Community Service Committee is eligible for consideration of this award.The 

Post that is submitting a candidate must have a current CPR and Post Roster on File for their candidate 

 to be considered for this award. 

The judging of the applications submitted will be by a panel of three (3) judges appointed by the  

 Department Community Service Chairperson. 

Submission due by: April 4, 2020 

Chairman 

Community Service Committee 

 

MAIL ALL ENTRIES TO: 

Sally Nay 

Community service Committee 

93 Grochmal Ave TR 30 

Indian Orchard, MA 01151 

 

Or 

 

Via e-mail to: nay@spinesports.com 

 

mailto:nay@spinesports.com
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 Americanism e-Bulliten 

 

  

FEBRUARY IS AMERICANISM MONTH  

The passage of  Resolution No. 163 at the 1960 National Convention 

in Miami, Fla., established February as Americanism Month. During 

this annual observance, we should all reflect upon what it means to 

be an American and rededicate ourselves and our posts to taking ac-

tion that will uphold the principle of  “a 100 percent Americanism.” 

Americanism, one of  the Legion’s four pillars, is the love of  America, 

loyalty to its ideals and institutions, alle-giance to its flag, willingness 

to defend it against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and a desire to 

advance the blessings of  liberty to future generations.  

During its national fall meetings in 2017, the National Executive Committee reaffirmed The 

American Legion’s unwavering support for the American way of  life under the U.S. Constitution 

by resoundingly and unanimously passing Resolution No. 1 titled Reaffirmation For A Strong 

America. It is a resolution that was proudly introduced by the Americanism Commission. It urg-

es Americans and freedom-loving peoples everywhere to stand united in their respect for each 

other and for military troops and law-enforcement officials, and calls for respect of  the symbols 

and customs that serve as tangible images of  the freedom and liberties of  our nation. The 

American Legion is solid upon its foundation of  the guiding principles upon which it was 

founded, remains bonded together regardless of  race or creed or gender, and gives wholeheart-

ed support to patri-otic endeavors that are for the good of  our country.  

I can think of  no better way to observe Americanism Month than by once again reading, shar-

ing, and most importantly, exemplifying a “100 percent Americanism” through the support of  

the ideals put forth in Resolution No. 1. The full text of  the resolution is located on the fol-

lowing page.  

The legacy of  Americanism is a legacy worth preserving, not only to honor those men and 

women who have served and laid down their lives to secure our freedom, but to ensure that our 

freedoms and way of  life are secure for generations to come. During Americanism Month, let us 

rededicate ourselves to a 100 percent Americanism for 100 percent of  the year!  

Chairman Richard Anderson (CT)  

Americanism Commission  
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 Americanism e-Bulliten (Continued) 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

OF  

THE AMERICAN LEGION  

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA  

OCTOBER 11 - 12, 2017  

Resolution No. 1: Reaffirmation for a Strong America  

Origin: Americanism Commission  

Submitted By: Americanism Commission  

WHEREAS, There are forces at work within our country which threaten to fray the social fabric of our great nation 

and our American ideals; and  

WHEREAS, That we of The American Legion associate ourselves together to uphold and defend the Constitution of 

the United States of America; to foster and perpetuate a 100 percent Americanism, and by this statement deplore any 

actions by groups, individuals, and organizations who oppose the American way of life; and  

WHEREAS, Events have taken place in our nation aimed at destroying American lives, and which attack the very 

basic core values of freedom, democracy and respect for human life; and  

WHEREAS, We disavow those dissenters in our society who use rioting, injury to others, destruc-tion of property, 

disregard of the law, and blatant disrespect to America’s revered symbols of freedom and liberty as a means for ex-

pressing their views; and  

WHEREAS, The American Legion remains solid upon its foundation of the four pillars and guid-ing principles upon 

which it was founded; and  

WHEREAS, The American Legion remains bonded together regardless of race or creed or gender and gives whole-

hearted support to patriotic endeavors that are for the good of our country; now, there-fore, be it  

RESOLVED, By the National Executive Committee of The American Legion in regular meet-ing assembled in 

Indianapolis, Indiana, on October 11-12, 2017, That The American Legion re-affirms its unwavering support 

for the American way of life under the Constitution of the Unit-ed States of America; and, be it further  

RESOLVED, That The American Legion pledges support to the leaders of our government, armed forces and 

law enforcement agencies who have the duty and responsibility of providing an orderly process to our way of 

life; and, be it further  

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urges all Americans and freedom-loving peoples everywhere to stand 

united in their respect for officials at all levels of government; for military troops and law enforcement officers 

who place themselves in harm’s way to protect our nation’s citizenry, values and way of life; for those symbols 

and customs serving as tangible images of the freedom and liberties of these great United States of America; 

and for each other as fellow Americans; and, be it finally  

RESOLVED, That The American Legion use whatever means at its disposal to engage what-ever means possi-

ble to promote a united nation and a united American people.  
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From Your Service Officer– Healing PTSD 

         For those of us who still use “snail mail”, and need to purchase postage 
stamps, the United States Postal Service now offers a new first class stamp 
that will raise money to support veterans afflicted with post traumatic stress 
disorder. 

         Currently the price for the standard first class [forever] stamp is 55 
cents, and in order to raise funds, this new PTSD stamp is priced at 65 cents, 
with the net proceeds[10 cents] to be distributed to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs which oversees the national center for PTSD. 

         The stamp features a photo illustration of a green plant sprouting from 
the ground amongst dead leaves, which is intended to symbolize the healing 
process. 

         Most of us have certainly become more aware of this mental disorder 
{PTSD} that is usually connected to a trauma event. Although most often as-
sociated with military veterans, there are others, such as first responders 
and health care providers, who may also become affected. 

        As all U.S. Post offices will be selling this stamp for the next two years, this is an easy way to support 
the cause of PTSD research and care. 

Semper Fi 

Mike Whalen 

 

Scholarship 

DEPTARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

AMERICAN LEGION 2020  
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Applications are available on our website www.masslegion.org 

Application Deadline is 1 April 2020 
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 Boy Scouts 

Eagle scout of the Year application is available on our website 

www.masslegion.org 

 

 

 

 

On a daily basis our brave Coast Guard personnel carry out missions that are vital to our national security, 
yet they are the only military branch working without pay during a government shutdown. This is unac-
ceptable. The re-peated, and all too common, threat of government shutdowns bring severe hardship on 
our Coast Guard men, women, and their families. No member of our military service should ever live in fear 
of not being paid. 
 
Last year, The American Legion distributed more than $1 million in grants to Coast Guard families through 
its Temporary Financial Assistance program. This attempt to ameliorate the financial hardship of our service 
members, while welcomed, was not enough to assist all those in need. We cannot let these brave service-
members again go for weeks without pay. 
 
With the looming threat of yet another government shutdown, we need your help. Please contact your 
Senators and ask them to encourage Senate leadership to bring the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 
2019to the floor for a vote, and promise to support Section 221 the "Pay Our Coast Guard" provision within 
the authorization act. This provision will ensure our Coast Guard does not go without pay ever again. 

Contact your Senator today and tell them to pay the Coast Guard 
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 Boys State 
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 Student Trooper 
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 American Legion Baseball Registration for 2020 Season 

Registration for the 2020 season of American Legion Baseball is open, along with the purchase of insur-
ance. There is an overall decrease of 14 percent in insurance premiums from last season. 

Register online at baseball.legion.org. 

The early deadline for registration is May 15. Teams registered after May 15 will be subject to a $200 
late fee through the final deadline of June 1. Please note that each American Legion department may 
set an earlier deadline for registration. 

Registration fees for senior teams is $50 for national registration, $35 for administrative fees and either 
$200 for season personal accident or $130 for year-round coverage. General liability costs is $104. 

Fees for junior teams is $25 for national registration, $35 for administrative fees and either $160 for 
season personal accident or $110 for year-round coverage. General liability costs is $71. 

State fees, if applicable, will vary by state. 

To learn more about your specific department’s state fees and deadlines, contact your department 
chairmen. 

Any team manager or head coach of an American Legion  (post–affiliated) team may nominate a player for 

consideration of this award. The scholarship application, letters of recommendation and certification form 

must be completed, postmarked and mailed to the department headquarters no later than July 15. Three 

letters of testimony must be attached to the nomination form. Attach a one-page letter of recommendation 

from your: (1) Legion coach or team manager (2) American Legion post commander or adjutant (3) Commu-

nity leader, (i.e. teacher, minister, Scout leader, church leader, principal) Each Department Baseball Com-

mittee will select an American Legion player who best meets the qualifications as the American Legion Base-

ball Scholarship winner. Each department winner will receive a scholarship from The American Legion of 

$500 or more.  

 

American Legion Baseball Scholarship for 2020 Season 

https://www.legion.org/baseball/contacts
https://www.legion.org/baseball/contacts
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 Editorial—John Lenotte, PDC 

Hard to believe we are entering the year 2020.   I find it incredible how fast time flies by.   And here we are 

with another Presidential election year.   And let us not forget that all of the US House of Representatives is 

up for re-election.   This is along with some members of the US Senate. 

State primary elections will soon be upon us.   And the media ads will increase in volume.   I always find it 

amazing on how many millions of dollars are spent on advertising.   How much good it could do to spend 

some of that money in helping the many Americans who are truly in need of assistance.   It will never hap-

pen but I guess I can dream! 

Personally, I pay no attention to any of the media ads.   At best, they are misleading.   I do watch the de-

bates on television.   Again, I take a lot of those with a grain of salt.   I do pay attention to local debates as 

well.  Most of those running have been in office before or are currently in office.   This is where I pay atten-

tion.  What bills did they sponsor?    What is their voting record?   I say this, realizing that no one is going to 

vote 100% with how I think they should vote.    But if I like how they vote most of the time in the direction I 

like, then I will probably vote for them. 

As I noted back in November, one way to get through the smoke and mirrors is to do some fact checking.  
There are several sites on the internet to do this, including: www.ballotpedia.org, 
www.realclearpolitics.com, www.votesmart.org and www.politifact.com.   And if you know of any others, 
please share them!    It is important to vote but just as important to be an informed voter, not just follow-
ing a particular party line.  

As citizens, our job does not end with the election.   We must continue to let our elected officials at all lev-
els state, local and national, know our thoughts on issues. This can easily be done by emails and calls to the 
offices of our representatives.   
May GOD bless our troops and their families.   Bring them home safe. 

 

John Lenotte,   Past Commander American Legion Post 4 Haverhill MA, Past Commander District 8/Essex 

County, Past Commander, Department of MA.    I may be reached by email at jplenotte@gmail.com 

http://www.ballotpedia.org
http://www.realclearpolitics.com
http://www.votesmart.org
http://www.politifact.com
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 Legion Family Banquet 



 

 

Page 21 

 Legion Family Banquet (Continued) 



 

 

Page 22 

 Legion Family Banquet (Continued) 
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 Legion Family Banquet (Continued) 
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 Eastern Division National Vice President 

Let’s Celebrate our Eastern Division National Vice President 

Carolyn Baranowski 
Sunday, May 17, 2020 at Storrowton Carriage House, 1305 Memorial Drive 

(Eastern State Exposition grounds) West Springfield, MA. 01089.  Cocktails will be 

at 12:00 noon and sit down dinner at 1:00 PM. The dinner choices will be chicken 

francaise or prime rib or baked scrod.  Also included will be fruit cup with sherbet, 

Caesar salad, twice baked potatoes, honey glazed carrots and ice cream puff for 

desert! Coffee and tea and a cash bar. 

Please join us to help celebrate and honor Carolyn as she continues to serve the 

American Legion Auxiliary. 

Donations will be $50.00 per person. Please make checks payable to and mail to 

Donna Kmelius, 18 Smith Ave., Granby Ma 01033. Please make sure to indicate 

your dinner choice (include bottom of this notice with payment). Cutoff date is May 

1, 2020.  

Sincerely, 

Chairmen, 

Jenifer Hamre – 413-262-7324  jjjldh@yahoo.com 

Mary Magiera – 413-737-6510  stitcher604@comcast.net 

EDNVP Carolyn Baranowski  

Meal Choice: 

Chicken Francaise _____ Prime Rib ______ Baked Scrod _______ 

$50.00 per person   Number of Persons_______   Total $ ________ 

Name: _________________ 

Email address for confirmation: _________________________ 

Donna Kmelius – 413-262-1717 donnagk1946@comcast.net 

*************************************************************************************************** 

mailto:jjjldh@yahoo.com
mailto:stitcher604@comcast.net
mailto:donnagk1946@comcast.net
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 Four Chaplains 

 
 
 
 
 

Four Chaplains Memorial 
 

It was known as Tor- pedo Junction, the U-boat infested icy waters of the North Atlantic during World War Il. On 
February 3, 1943, the USAT DORCHESTER, an old coastal steamer quickly pressed into military service, was slowly 
making her way through those waters bound for Greenland. 
 
Most of the men were seasick, and green with nausea. Because they were in submarine waters, the captain di-
rected the men to keep outer gear and life jackets on at all times. Moving among them were four Army Chaplains: 
George Fox (Methodist), Alexander Goode (Jewish), Clark Poling (Dutch Reformed), and John Washington (Roman 
Catholic). The Chaplains talked with and listened to the men - soothing apprehensions, offering encouragement, or 
sharing a joke. By their concern, their camaraderie with the men and one another, and their very presence, they 
brought solace. 
 
An enemy submarine, stalking the ship undetected, fired a torpedo toward the ship' s aging flank. The missile 

exploded in the boiler room, destroying the electric supply and releasing suffocating clouds of steam and ammo-

nia gas. Many on board died instantly; some were trapped below deck. Others, jolted from their bunks, groped 

and stumbled their way to the decks of the stricken vessel. Taking on water rapidly, the ship began listing to star-

board. 

The Four Chaplains calmed frightened men, got them into the spare lifejackets, and urged them over the side. The 
supply of extra jackets ran out with men still waiting. Having decided to remain with the sinking ship, the Four 
Chaplains either gave to or forced upon frightened servicemen their own lifejackets.  When last seen, they were 
standing together on the deck leading the men in prayer. With arms linked in friendship and heads bowed in pray-
er, they sank beneath the waves.   
 
It is our charge to see that this brief, but significant, portion of American history is not lost, and that the lessons of 
cooperation and selfless service are proclaimed.  I would like to encourage all reading this to consider getting in-
volved in this ceremony.  It’s not complicated and with minimal expense, this can be made a reality most any-
where, your Post, Church, Community Center, Elks Lodge, etc., etc. It’s not difficult, first take the time to know the 
details; there is plenty of help at your fingertips that will spell out suggested steps to be taken found in the Ameri-
can Legion Chaplain’s “How to….Manual’ that can be found on the American Legion website.  For more information 
contact THE CHAPEL OF FOUR CHAPLAINS, 1201 Constitution Avenue, Philadelphia Naval Business Center, Building 
649 Philadelphia, PA 19112, by phone (215) 218-1943, or their website www.fourchaplains.org, or by email: chap-
el@fourchaplains.org. 
 
Jim Borgman, National Americanism Commission 

http://www.fourchaplains.org
mailto:chapel@fourchaplains.org
mailto:chapel@fourchaplains.org
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 Four Chaplains District 2 
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 Four Chaplains District 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four Chaplain Service  

District 10 

Unitarian Church Middleborough 

25 So. Main Street 

Middleborough 02346 

 

Service 10:30 am on Sunday, Feburary 2nd, 2020 
 

Veterans please be there 10:00 a.m.to get lined up. 
 

There is parking at the Middleborough Town Hall on Nickerson Ave. beside the church  
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 Four Chaplains District 5 
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 District 2 Joint Banquet 

                               FRANKLIN/HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT 2 

 

AMERICAN LEGION                                                           AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

 

Dear Post Commanders/Auxiliary Presidents: 

A Testimonial Banquet will be held for District 2 Commander Leo Barber and District 2 Director Deb 

Barber on Saturday April 25th at 1 p.m. at the Orange American Legion Post 172, 40 Daniel Shays 

Hwy., Orange Ma. 01364. 

The Testimonial is to honor Leo and Deb Barber for their many hours of Service they have rendered to 

the Members of District 2 for the 2019-2020 year. 

The Committee hopes for a full house to help show the District’s gratitude for the Leadership these two 

have shown in promoting and executing all the Legion and Auxiliary Programs. 

              A Prime Rib dinner will be served at 1 p.m. {there will be no social hour}  

Cost of the tickets are $35.00 per person. Enclosed are 2 tickets, if you need more please contact ei-

ther Marion Roberts at {413} 467-3268 or Ed Bezio at {413} 325-7276 

 

Please make all checks payable to and send to; Doris Hastings, 107 Lathrop St. South Hadley, Ma. 

01075 

                                      Deadline for Tickets is April 16, 2020 

                                        No Tickets will be sold at the door! 

DONATIONS for the COMMANDER should be sent to; 

                                                                       Ed Bezio, P.O. Box 54, Orange, Ma. 01364 

DONATIONS for the DIRECTOR should be sent to; 

                                                                Marion Roberts, 2 Circle Dr. Granby, Ma. 01033 

COMMITTEE: American Legion—Ed Bezio, Walter White, & Ken Roberts 

American Legion Auxiliary—Marion Roberts, Doris Hastings, Janice Bezio, & Marcha Duncan  



 

 

Page 30 

 District 3 Banquet 
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 Appreciation Dinner 
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 Appreciation 
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 Department of Massachusetts Convention 

 

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS, INC.  

2020 DEPARTMENT CONVENTION HOUSING FORM POST 

HOTEL 1620 AT PLYMOUTH HARBOR 

180 WATER ST 

PLYMOUTH MA 02360 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND FILL OUT ALL SECTIONS OF THIS FORM 

Post Number__________Name:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #:_______________________ E-mail Address______________________________________________ 

Sharing room with: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

==================================================================================== 

ALL ROOMS ARE NON-SMOKNG ($250.00 CLEANING FEE WILL BE CHARGED) 

Check in time is after 3:00 PM    Check out time 11:00 AM 

Three night minimum stay required.  Room rate: $139.63 per night (tax included) 

   THURSDAY   FRIDAY   SATURDAY  

   June 4    June 5    June 6   

   _______   _______   _______ 

Check off Room Type & Dates 

1 King: __________________ 2 Double: _____________________   HC King____________________ 

===================================================================================== 

No Show’s will be charged one night and remainder of reservation will be cancelled 

CREDIT CARDS ONLY “NO CHECKS” 

 

Credit Card Type____________________________________ Card #_______________________________________ 

 

CC Expiration Date: _______________ E-mail Address: ______________________________________________ 

===================================================================================== 

MAIL TO: THE AMERICAN LEGION     

   RM 546-2 STATE HOUSE     

   BOSTON, MA  02133      
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 Department  of Massachusetts Convention (Continued) 

ROOM RATES 

HOTEL 1620 AT PLYMOUTH HARBOR 

180 WATER ST 

PLYMOUTH MA 02360 

ROOM RATE: $139.63 PER NIGHT (TAX INCLUDED) 

 

CREDIT CARD ONLY 

3 NIGHTS - $418.89 

 

RETURN ALL RESERVATIONS REQUESTS TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OFFICE 

NO LATER THEN April 15, 2019 

Make copies for each room needed 

ALL ROOM RESERVATIONS NEED TO BE MADE 

THROUGH DEPARTMENT DO NOT CALL THE HOTEL 

  “Still Serving America” 

         YOURS IN COMRADESHIP, 

 

         MILTON K LASHUS, PDC 

         DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT
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 National Convention—Louisville, KY 

 

NATIONAL CONVENTION HOUSING 

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY  

AUG 28 – SEPT 3   

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY AND FILL OUT ALL SECTIONS OF THIS FORM 

Name:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________Phone #:_______________________ 

City / Town:__________________________________________________________Zip:________________________ 

Check off Room Type: 1 King: __________________ or           2 Double: _____________________ 

Sharing room with: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

ARRIVAL    ARRIVAL         DEPARTURE 

Date: ___________________ Time: _________________AM or PM  Date: __________________ 

Credit Card Type____________________________________ Card #_______________________________________ 

CC Expiration Date: _______________ E-mail Address: ______________________________________________ 

==================================================================================== 

NUMBERS OF REGISTRATIONS___________________________________ 

REGISTRATION FEE IS $25.00 PER PERSON. CHECK ONLY MADE PAYABLE TO TAL DEPT OF MA 

REGISTRATION FEE COVERS NATIONAL CONVENTION PACKET AND BADGE TO ENTER CONVENTION HALL.  NO 

REFUND OF REGISTRATION FEE AFTER   JULY 15, 2020 

===================================================================================== 

NATIONAL COMMANDER'S BANQUET: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 

CRAIG MORGAN, COUNTRY MUSIC ARTIST AND ARMY VETERAN, BANQUET ENTERTAINMENT 

$51.00 PER TICKET - CHECK ONLY MADE PAYABLE TO TAL DEPT OF MA 

NUMBER OF TICKETS: _______________x $51.00 = $___________________________ 

NO REFUND OF BANQUET TICKETS AFTER JULY 15, 2020 

ROOM RATES ON REVERSE SIDE 

ONLY 40 TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE - 10 TO A TABLE - FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE 
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 National Convention (Continued) 

ROOM RATES 

LOUISVILLE MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN 

280 WEST JEFFERSON STREET  

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40202 

502-671-4266 

ROOM RATES - KING OR DOUBLE 

$133.00 PER NIGHT plus TAX 16.07% (subject to change) = ($22.22) 

$155.22 PER NIGHT 

3 Nights - $465.66   7 Nights - $1086.54 

4 Nights - $620.88   8 Nights - $1241.76 

5 Nights - $776.10     9 Nights - $1396.98 

6 Nights - $931.32          10 Nights - $1552.20 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 ADDITIONAL OCCUPANT IN ROOM – NO CHARGE (TRIPLE /QUARD) 

   ROLLAWAY RATE PER DAY – NO CHARGE 

   PARKING RATE PER DAY - SELF - $17.00 – VALET - $32.00 

RETURN ALL RESERVATIONS REQUESTS TO THE DEPARTMENT OFFICE. 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 

RM 546-2 STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON MA 02133 

BY MAIL OR EMAIL 

NO LATER THEN JULY 15, 2020 

  "Still Serving America" 

         YOURS IN COMRADESHIP, 

         

         MILTON K LASHUS, PDC 

         DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT 

         deptadjutant@masslegion.org 

         617-727-2966  

mailto:deptadjutant@masslegion.org


 

 

Page 37 

 National Convention (Continued) 

102nd National Convention 

August 28 – September 3 Louisville, KY 

Louisville Marriott Downtown 

280 West Jefferson St 

Louisville, KY 40202 

 

Headquarters Hotel for the Legion, Auxiliary and SAL  The Galt House 

 

Friday, August 28, 2020 – Color Guard Competition at 4:00 PM in Hall    

Saturday, August 29, 2020 – Competitive Concert Band Contest and Exhibi-

tion Concert Band performance in Hall. Contest will start at 1:00 PM 

Sunday, August 30, 2020 – Patriotic Memorial Service Starting at 11:00 AM 

in Halls   

Sunday, August 30, 2020 – National Convention Parade - Starting a Slugger 

Field Museum on Main Street and proceeding west to the end of the pa-

rade at 6th and Main Street. 

Monday, August 31, 2020 Massachusetts get-together (dinner) 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020 – National Commanders Banquet. Banquet En-

tertainment will be Craig Morgan, country music artist and Army Veteran. 

(Cost $51.00) 

Wednesday, September 2, 2020 – National Presidents Banquet. 

(States Dinner) 

Check the website often www.legion.org/convention.  

 

 

http://www.legion.org/convention
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 National Convention  (Continued)  RV Parks 

 

 RV Parks Near Louisville  

Louisville North Campground  

900 Marriott Drive  

Clarksville, IN 47129  

Phone: 812.282.4474  

Email: louisvillenorthcamp@gmail.com  

https://louisvillenorthcampground.com  

60 Full Hookup Sites; 30/50 AMPS  

Distance to Kentucky International Convention Center – 4 miles  

 

KOA  

2433 Highway 44E  

Shepherdsville, KY 40165  

Phone: 502.543.2041  

Email: louisvillesouth@koa.net  

https://koa.com/campgrounds/louisville-south/  

40 Full Hookup Sites; 30/50 AMPS  

Distance to Kentucky International Convention Center – 22 miles  

*Full Hookup includes: Electric, Water and Sewer  
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 National Convention (Continued) Getting Around Louisville 
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 National Convention (Continued) Scooter Rentals 
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 Veterans Appreciation Tour 

TITO’S HANDMADE VODKA PRESENTS: 

           The Wayne Soares Veterans Appreciation Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a great way to honor and pay tribute to our veterans!  Tito’s Handmade Vodka provides complimen-

tary, signature cocktails as well as great gifts (while they last) during a 2-hour reception with host, actor & 

comic Wayne Soares.  Last year, Wayne performed for our U.S troops in Afghanistan and The Persian Gulf 

and many veterans events around the country. He currently writes a syndicated column titled Veterans 

Spotlight and will host a new television series (Veterans Spotlight, Special Moments) on a major network 

this spring. He co-stars with Alec Baldwin in his latest film, a mob comedy “The Curse of Don Scarducci.”    

It’s a festive afternoon filled with fun, good cheer and patriotism as we pay tribute to our veterans espe-

cially, The Greatest Generation, our WWII Vets. 

To book your event today, see the below info: 

Email: waynesoares1@gmail.com 
Cell: 508-246-4514 
*We ask that the host venue provide lights snacks during the reception. 

mailto:waynesoares1@gmail.com
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 Around the Department 

Department Commander Jodie Pajak, Judge Advo-

cate Jim Fratolillo, and PNC Jake Comer doing Sal-

vation Army duty at the Southshore Plaza  

NVC Frank MacDonald, Department Commander Jodie Pajk and 

Department President Coral Mae Grout at the Brockton VAMC 

Christmas Gift Shop 
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Starting the month of December off on Friday December 6th and Saturday Decem-

ber 7th at the Massachusetts Auxiliary District Nine, Bristol County and Ten Plym-

outh, Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket Counties at the Christmas Gift shop at the 

Brockton VAMC.  Then on Sunday December 8th joined the American Legion Dis-

trict Five at the Bedford VAMC for their annual Christmas visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Francis J. MacDonald Jr  National Vice Commander  

The American Legion 

 

NVC Frank, Department Commander Jodie Pajak, Department 

President Coral Mae Grout 

The entire crew at the Brockton VAMC 

With District 5 Commander Mike Deegan 

and some of the members visiting Bedford 

VAMC 
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 Francis J. MacDonald Jr  National Vice Commander (Continued) 

At Department of Pennsylvania Department Execu-

tive Committee Meeting 

Presenting Richard Linnon of the Department of Connecticut with a 

Commanders Pen & Pencil set for all he does for the Connecticut Legion 

Me teaching myLegion at the Department of Connecticut Mid-Winter Conference 
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2/2/2020 2:00 PM Four Chaplains Leeds VAMC 

2/2/2020 2:00 PM Four Chaplains Hasting House Beverly Farms 

2/26/2020 7:00 PM District 6 Meeting Dedham Post 18 

2/27/2020 7:00 PM District 9 Meeting Seekonk Post 311 

3/8-11.2020  Washington Conference Washington D.C. 

3/14/2020 11:00 AM Membership Meeting Charles C. Kennedy Post 275 

3/14/2020 1:00 PM Department Executive Committee Charles C. Kennedy Post 275 

3/14/2020 6:00 PM District 3 Banquet Charles C. Kennedy Post 275 

3/15.2020 10:00 AM District 10 Meeting Whitman Post 22 

3/15/2020 1:30 PM District 3 Meeting Westfield Post 124 

3/15/2020 2:00 PM District 2 Memorial Service Old Hadley Post 271 

3/15/2020 2:00 PM District 8 Meeting Rockport Post 68 

3/25/2020 1:00 PM District 7 Meeting VAMC W Roxbury  

 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 1323 1202 90.85% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 1313 1229 93.60% 

3 HAMPDEN 2798 2449 87.53% 

4 WORCESTER 5016 4412 87.96% 

5 MIDDLESEX 4388 3914 89.20% 

6 NORFOLK 2705 2366 87.47% 

7 SUFFOLK 1290 1094 84.81% 

8 ESSEX 2808 2546 90.67% 

9 BRISTOL 2514 22.64 90.06% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 4000 3767 94.18% 

297 CAPITOL HILL 305 326 106.89% 

462 HEADQUARTERS 4263 2200 51.61% 

 National Quota 32,723 27.769 84.86% 

Department Calendar of Events 

2020 Membership Standing as of January 30, 2020 

Target Date 2/12/2020 85% 
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POSTS 
Post 1 New Bedford 

Post 8 Andover 
Post 10 Fitchburg 
Post 11 Brookline 

Post 17 John F. Kennedy 
Post 20 Attleboro 
Post 22 Whitman 

Post 23 Salem 
Post 26 J.W. Conway Bunker Hill 

Post 36 Irving W. Adams 
Post 47 Holliston 
Post 50 Clinton 
Post 52 Ludlow 

Post 64 Middleboro 
Post 71 Provincetown 

Post 72 Wellesley 
Post 75 Franklin 

Post 79 Weymouth 
Post 80 Ipswich 

Post 91 East Bridgewater 
Post 107 Natick 

Post 108 Kingston 
Post 131 Lynnfield  

Post 140 Hull 
Post 143 Pembroke 
Post 144 Scituate 
Post 148 Amherst 
Post 149 Hanover 

Post 151 Leominster 
Post 165 Belmont 
Post 173 Upton 

Post 186 Edgartown 
Post 198 Mansfield 

Post 203 Bridgewater 
Post 222 Norton 

Post 223 Duxbury 
Post 230 26th Yankee Division 

Post 231 Essex 
Post 239 Belchertown 

Post 253 Chatham 
Post 255 Topsfield 

Post 260 South Hadley Falls 
Post 266 Granby 

Post 273 Burlington 
Post 298 Housatonic 
Post 302 Rehoboth 
Post 309 Salisbury 

Post 327 Mission Hill 
Post 344 Hatfield 

Post 350 New Marlboro 
Post 366 East Chelmsford 

Post 368 Martin F. McDonough 
Post 386 East Brookfield 

Post 387 Kingston 
Post 391 Charlton 
Post 398 Boylston 

Post 399 LTJG W. M Penny 
Post 411 Millville 

Post 415 Petersham 
Post 437 Nabnasset 

Post 422 Marsh 
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   BOWLING 
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 Bowling 
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 Bowling 
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The National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion, Clint Bolt from Virginia, will be visiting us 
from   April 3, 2020 to April 5,2020. This is a very special weekend. Commanders Bolt's visit will coincide 
with a combined banquet of   The American Legion National Commander J W. "Bill" Oxford and National 
President Nicole Clapp. This has never happened before here in Massachusetts and who can predict what a 
monumental event like this will happen again in the future. 

 What an experience is available to all the members of the Sons of The American Legion to meet all our 
National Leaders at one time. What a picture this would be of you for your Post with the Legion Command-

er, Sons of The American Legion Commander and the National President. This is truly a once in a lifetime possibility.  

 Attached to this message is the information on the dates and times of the banquet and information  on securing a hotel 
room reservation if you wish to stay over after the banquet. I have been designated as the Ticket Chairman for the Sons of 
The American Legion so please contact me for any tickets you may want. We are hoping to see a strong presence of S.A.L. 
Members to show our support to The American Legion Family here in Massachusetts. This is good event to send your Squad-
ron Commander or other Sadiron Officers to represent your respective Squadron. 

 If you are not able to attend we are encouraging  every Squadron to take an AD out for the AD Books that are given out at 
the Banquet. All sizes of the Ads are very reasonably priced to show your support. Attached to this message is all the infor-
mation on the Ads 

 Also attached is a booster sheet. You can pass this around at your Squadron meeting or put it up on the Post bulletin board 
for other people to contribute. Just a note on the booster sheet. This is a filable form so I would suggest after everyone signs 
on the form you have someone type the names on a blank form. This will help with spelling of names and make it easier for 
the printer to read he names when producing the book.   

 Also attached is a picture of an award we gave out a few years ago for the Squadron who had the most people on their 
Booster Sheet. We called it the "Booster Seat Sheet" Award. We plan to do this again for the banquet in April. All your mem-
bers may not be able to attend the banquet but I bet they can afford a dollar toward helping your Squadron possibly win the 
award and giving a small token of support to this great event. 

  

COMMANDER BOLT'S WEEKEND ITINERARY 

FRIDAY APRIL 3RD. 

We are hoping the Commander can arrive early Friday morning so we can possibly do the following: 

 Arrange a tour of the Bedford V.A. Medical Center in the early afternoon. Afterwards we are looking into possibly visiting a 
few Posts so the Commander can meet some of you face to face and have him hear what you do throughout the year. We 
are not sure what places we may try to visit but I will be contacting certain places once we confirm the Commanders arrival 
time in Mass. 

 SATURDAY APRIL 4TH    

We are going to have a Detachment Executive Committee Meeting right at  the hotel stating at 10:00 AM. Everyone is invited 
to attend. This meeting is not just for those involved at the Detachment Level. After the meeting we hope to have a meet and 
greet about 1:00 PM at one of the local Posts. If you plan to attend the banquet this is a good event to come to so you can 
get up close and personal with the Commander. 

 As you can see we are working hard on making this a very special weekend for our National Commander. We are hoping 
many of you will attend the banquet and many will take out and ad  and send in a booster sheet. Let's show the Commander 
and The American Legion that the Sons of The American Legion here in Massachusetts are supporting our Veterans and the 
Children in our local communities.                  

  

Clifford A. Smith 
Detachment Adjutant 
Past National Commander 

 National S.A.L.  Commander’s Visit 
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 District Goal Current % of Goal 

1 BERKSHIRE 191 168 87.96% 

2 FRANKLIN /HAMPSHIRE 292 203 69.52% 

3 HAMPDEN 442 300 67.87% 

4 WORCESTER 978 619 63.29% 

5 MIDDLESEX 1295 864 66.72% 

6 NORFOLK 845 525 62.13% 

7 SUFFOLK 121 70 57.85% 

8 ESSEX 442 289 65.38% 

9 BRISTOL 250 186 74.40% 

10 PLY/BARN/NAN/DUKE 675 429 63.56% 

 TOTAL  5545 3662 66.04% 

2020 Sons of the American Legion Membership Standings as of  January 30, 2020 

S.A.L. Americanism Update 

From: Detachment Commander and Americanism Chairman Ernest E. Laberge 

To: All Squadrons and Posts 

 

 

Hello Everyone 

 February is almost upon us and at this time most think of Valentine’s Day and spending the day 

with loved ones and family. We should also remember this is a great time to visit our veterans either at 

home or in a VA Facility. Many may not be able to be with their own families so as their extended Ameri-

can Legion Family we should all do what we can to support them. It only takes a little of our time to help 

these men and women smile by dropping them a card or just by wishing them well and being there for 

them on the holiday. 

 On behalf of the Detachment of Massachusetts Officers and the National Americanism Commis-

sion I’d like to wish you all a very happy Valentine’s Day and thank you for your continued support of our 

veterans and their families. I look forward to working with many of you throughout the year.  

Working, together we can make a difference in the lives of our Veterans, Their Families and our Commu-

nities.  

 Ernie Laberge S.A.L. Americanism Chairman 2019-2020 

Detachment of Massachusetts S.A.L. Commander 

Candidate for Sons of The American Legion National Vice Commander (Eastern Region).  
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS 

CHAPTER 224,  

EASTHAMPTON, MA 

 2020 SPRING AHEAD BASH 

 

              
PIG ROAST 
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 2020  

Social 4P.M. TO 5P.M. 

DINNER, DJ, RAFFLES AND 50/50 

 
Dalton Lavallee American Legion Post 224 

190 Pleasant Street 

 Easthampton, MA 01027 

 

ONLY 120 TICKETS WILL BE SOLD 

 

Tickets are $20 each and can be purchased at the Post,  

from any American Legion Rider, or by 

 calling Garry at 413-539-4127 
 

“WE ARE ALIVE AND WELL AND GOING STRONG” 

COME JOIN US FOR AN EVENING OF FUN AND PRIZES 
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Massachusetts 

E-Legionnaire 

 
The Massachusetts E-Legionnaire is the 

official publication of the Department of  

Massachusetts American Legion and is 

published at least 12 times per year  

 

The American Legion 

Department of Massachusetts, Inc. 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02122-1099 

email: fmacdonald53@comcast.net 

 

Editor 

Francis J. MacDonald, Jr.  

 

2019-2020 Officers 

 

Commander 

Jodie Pajak 

 

Sr. Vice Commander 

Tony Dias 

 

Vice Commanders 

Sally Nay 

Sandra Kee 

Stephen Souza 

 

Historian 

Nelson Blake 

 

Executive Committee Women 

Lisa McPhee 

 

Sergeant-at-Arms 

Cindy Lacoste 

 

National Executive  Committeeman 

James Brehio 

 

Alternate National Executive 

Committeeman 

Michael Davis 

 

Service Officer 

 

Mike Whalen 

Paul Coughlin 

Paul Prefontaine 

 

 

Do you have an article or news announcement to share with the rest of the Department 

of Massachusetts? If so, please follow these basic guide-lines for submissions.  

 

• Submit your text in Microsoft Word format (.doc) or as a text file (.txt or .rtf). Save 

your file as the same name as the article, so we can easily keep track of it. Be sure to 

make it clear who the author is, whether it’s you or if you are just forwarding it to us. • 

WE LOVE ARTICLES WITH PHOTOS, or any other kind of images! Include pho-

tos and/or artwork for articles separately (NOT embed-ded in the article) as high reso-

lution (300 dpi, or better) JPGs. Please name these files accordingly so we can track 

them along with your article. Let us know in your e-mail of any corresponding cap-

tions, and/or name of the photographer if necessary.  
 

• Spell check everything! Especially people’s names, web addresses, etc. You can help 

us greatly here by simply running your spell check function in your word processing 

program.  

 

• E-mail everything directly to us at fmacdonald53@comcast.net no 
later than the 25th of every month for it to appear in the very next 
issue. This way we have plenty of time to work with in case we need to clarify any-

thing with you.  

“Still Serving America” 

T H E  A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A S S A C H U S E T T S  

ARTICLE SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Want to Subscribe to Mass E-Legionnaire: 

Send your email address to:  deptsecretary@masslegion.org or to the Editor at f 

macdonald53@comcast.net.   

Still receiving correspondence through the U.S. Postal Service?  Send the Department 

office your Name & Address and you will get a hard copy mailed to you. 

The American Legion, Dept. of Mass, Inc. 

Room 546-2, State House 

Boston, MA 02133 

Follow the Department of Massachusetts on Facebook @ 

The American Legion Department of Massachusetts 

 

Massachusetts e-Legionnaire is a member of  National 

American Legion Press Association NALPA. 
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